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Namaste India!’

| am the Sagrada Familia
The heartbeat of Barcelona, Spain.

Come closer, India. Through me you feel Spain - proud, passionate, alive.

Once an empire, it still carries that spirit. | stand as a symbol of Spain’s timeless
creativity. Spain has been shaped by Gaudi’s vision, enriched by Picasso’s
inspiration, and stirred by Salvador Dali's dreams. Around me, Spain lives out loud...
flamenco’s fire, football’s passion, and festivals that fill the streets with music and
art. Here, beauty dances in every square, café and smile.

Come India, Spain will gently surprise you till you fall in love.

Chalo Bag Bharo Nikal Pado to Spain,
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Veena World

EUROPE

For Every Family and
Everyone in the Family!

Whether it's your first Europe tour or your fifth, there’s a Veena World
tour itinerary made just for you - for every reason, for every season.

4 From 5 days to 30 days. From T 1.5 lakh to ¥ 7 lakh. From Family Tours
to Solo Explorers. From Women's Special to Seniors' Special Tours.
From Customized Holidays to MICE Corporate Tours.

Just pick the tour that fits your preferences, budget, and time.

Western or Eastern Europe, Central, Baltic or Balkan, Northern or Southern
Mediterranean... With so many choices, it's easy to feel overwhelmed.
But relax! Veena World makes it simple to find your perfect Europe.

Simply share your Europe dream with us, and we will help make it a reality,
not just this year, but also plan the next 10 years of unforgettable journeys
across Europe, one beautiful story at a time.

i 1
- EFh
i [y

" = 'F
gl .0

i Tk
= iF
i

b =

A Surprise of
Joyful Memorias

Veena World
Gift Cards!

veenaworld.com/gift-card

Veena World means Ux“i
100% \

All-Inclusive Tours
MNo Discounts!

No ‘Free’ Gimmicks!

No Hidden Costs!

No Optionals!

Mo extra charges on tours.
Breakfast-Lunch-Dinner,
Maximum Sightseeing
Veena World Treats
Driver tips, Guide tips...
included

MICE

Corporate Tours
Contact us for
incentive tours,
offsites...

Affordable

Western Europe or
Eastern Europe

g larts froom ¢

175000

Southern Europe

2,00,000

Morthern Europe

$2,50,000

FOREX

Buy Foreign

Exchange at

Veana World
Forex

Over 12 years

1,04,000+
guests have

explored Europe
with Veena World.

15,320+

in the Financial Year
2025-2026

All-India
One Price Benefit
for tours from
Mumbai, Kolkata,
Bengaluru, Cochin,
Hyderabad, Chennai,

Ask us for %
exclusive
tours designed
specially for your Indore, Delhi,
group of family J Ahmedabad
and friends Al.\ if booked before

Travel

Now
Pay Later!
EMI options available

{3 to 24 months)
subject to EMI
partner approval.

"TEC apply
VISA

Assistance in Your City
at Special Promotional
Service Charge
Less Effort. More Comfort

Contact Today!
"TEC apply

IE5 days

28% February

Pre & Post-Tour
Extend vour
journey with
Pre & Post-Tour
Holidays

Ex-Destination
Direct Joining
Leaving

tour price
available

Customized

Europe

Get your private
holiday designed
with us

First time to Europe?

Then see it the classic way
8 Countries in 8 Days!

10 Countries in 10 Days!
or 11 Countries in 11 Days!

Start ynur visa prncess

Act now, book and process your visa before
the crowds increase at consulates, Our 118+
in-house visa experts guiding you step by step

Full Payment Benefit
Advance full payment earns extra
savings (minimum 3 to 12 months)
save ¥ 3,000 to 715,000 pp

i I i - I - Euro is risin

Explore detailed information on 120+ all-inclusive Europe group tour options at veenaworld.com e L

Choose from Ex-Delhi/Mumbai... departures or Joining & Leaving (J&L) tours from any city in India or abroad. The price chart below lists: * Ex-Delhi/Mumbai... price BH?-:T:JE thEiTllnThﬂ!

; : . . - g - - c : : . : : 0o ay, pay in nz

(includes airfare, visa & insurance) * J&L price (excludes airfare, visa & insurance). Need help with your J&L travel? Qur team is here to assist with flights, visas, and more, and lock your tour price

Western Europe - England to Italy | Northern Scandinavian Europe Southern Europe, Mediterranean Europe, Central, Eastern Europe The Americas

ur Mam Ex-Mumbai Il Tour Name Ex-Mumdbal JEL Tour Mame Ex=Mumba JEL Tour Mame Ex-Mumbai JEL Tour price from 2,00,000 to 13,95,000

Swiss Pﬁﬂumiaﬁemﬂmﬁm T73K-190K | NMOK-125K | Highlights of Scandinavia 7oy 250K-275K | 175K-200K | Highlights of Spain oo 200K-225K [130K-155K | Vienna Prague Budapeststy  250K-275K | 175K-200K | USA East Coast (8D/70/90)

European Pancrama (80) ~ 250K-260K | 18OK-190K | Bast of Scandinavia ooy 335K-360K | 250K-275K | Best of Spain qoo/mo) 265K-280K | 195K-210K |Berlin Warsaw Krakow 80y 240K-265K | 170K-195K | USA West Coast (7o)

European Splendours qom)  275K-285K | 205K-215K | A of Scandinavia nsoy A75K-500K | ZBSK-400K | All of Spain asD) 375K-400K | 305K-330K | Croatia Sovenia Slovakia Hungarynzy  330K-345K | 255K-270K UEF: Emiﬁ chi -

Landaon Parls Swiss Ital 285K-295K K=215K EASD ; ’ . Central & Eastern E (T A00K-425K| 325K-350K| TV O - d

lc-n n Paris Swiss |taly (oo 9 205K=-215 Scandinavia lceland nsoy  565K-590K | 475K-500K Sapafn Portugal (1300 330K-360K | 260K-285K U nira ernﬂmm'npa E SO0k aask| 2k >50K| usa East & west Coast+

European Highlights ooy 305K-320K| 225K-240K | o oo Facem Furope a7ps. 525K-550K | 440K-46s5Kc| SPain Portugal Morocco 160) - 375K-400K | 205K-320K | LZbestan Razaistan Kyrgyzstanscy Orlando Disneyland

Suropaan Leiahk qum) S7OK-385K | 290K 305K | iy 435K-460K| 365K350K | Greece Athens Santorini (s0)  200K-225K |135K-I60K | Tesnkent Samarkand Gy Marvi2  BIKBSK | BIKESK | & NASA sD)

European Jewels s JI0K-425K | TI0K-F45K . Greece Athens Santorinl Mykonas 70y 250K-275K | 185K-205K Georgia Armenia Bakou oooy 22SH-250K | T7S5K=-200K| USA East & West Coast

Scandinavia Midnight Sun q80) S35K-550K | 455K=-4T0K Georgia Anmenia (so 175K-200K | 125K-150K | with Chicago & Death
European Essence 0sD) A00K-425K | 330K-355K Greece Athens Sankorini Rhodes (50) 300K-315K. | 235K-250K " o ey : |
Scandinavia Midnight Sun ¢aby  375K-400K | 295K-420K Georgia (50/80) Mar 17 goki7sKk | dgkazow | VAlley Yosemite (18 Days)

Multi-Country Europe (7o-2700  465K-885K | 385K-615K " i p b Greaca Athans Santorin hiie corsox | eaktion | USA East & West e S
Amsterdam Brussels/Swiss Parsonin 230K-345K | 160K-275K M““jdﬂ"di 'ﬂin m‘zg eosrscox | sasc.srox | RNOdes Mykonos aony 325K-350K | 260K-285K E:Hmiff‘:)e il s - : & Baharnas Crulss:09 Doy

England Scotiand /ireland onsc)  SISK-440K | 245K-370K Scan-;navia Nortl All of Greece 04D) A25K-450K | S60K-385K | Lithuania :'HE! FSOK-275K | 180K-205K| USA East & West Coast with
‘Swif_.s F‘E"‘-S,".FTEMI'I Riviera poion)  2ZB5K-310K | 210K-240K Cights feh A00K-425K | TI0K-3I5K Egyvpt Greece Turkey (500 425K-450K - Baltic Europe + Scandinavia (507 SO0K-525K! 420K-445K Chu:a-gu_& NE.lhcnaf F-'Elrks _{22 Days)

Swiss Paris London o) 37SK-400K | 200K-315K ||\ 0 b Greece Turkey (120) 350i-375K | 270K-295K | Baltic BerinWarsawkiako sty 380K-415K | 330K386K| 57 =STOr™S 3;";:_‘?1':2"'::;“%5}

Swiss Austria/|talyeo/mo) 275K-335K | 205K-265K | geandinavia lceland Best of Egypt (80) 175K-200K | TISK40K | Serbla North Macedonia (sp)  405K-430K | 335K-3g0K| 7251 anada (8D Of Atz (0) o e

. ; - Best of Morocoo (o) 29ER-IEOK | TSEK-TR0K Best of Canada (D) | Hawaii Mexico (o) Urope's va auty can

Swiss Paris Austria (o 330K-340K | 260K-270K | Northern Lights quoyMard  520K-545K | 430K-455K | EQypt Greece Cyprus (120 390K-410K | S10K-330K : : Bast of Mexico (70) overwhelming to navigate, but
Italy (BDASD) 285K-465K | 230K-395K | scandinavia lceland Northem Greece Cyprus (90 325K-350K | 245K-270K | Tunisia Maita Siclly noc) STSICA00K | ZO5K-320K e, with a dedicated Veena World
Switzerland (70/%00) 275K-360K | 210K-290K | Lights+icebreaker Crulse sty - 57SK-600K | 480K-505K | Egypt Morocco (80) 240k-265K |7ok-195K | Unique Switzerland group tours | 1395000 (sL310.90,000 I‘:::f;gﬁ;f;fﬁﬂﬁﬁw
Best of Austria a0 27SK-290K | 205K-220K | Best of Greenland (o) Aug 3 675K-TOOK | 585K-610K | Egypt Jordan qop) 2095K-320K | 230K-255K ;Eu'aghﬁs"f;?mﬁt?'-sﬁ;fabﬁfﬁ?ﬁ'ﬁﬂmﬁ?ﬁm“ Antarctica The 7 Continent becomes casy, stress-free, and
Best of France mo I25K-240K | 255K-270K | Best of Russia (7o) T75K-200K | N5K-140K | Best of Jordan (700 200K-225K | 135K-160K | Haneymoon Special Switzerland (13D 13,535,000 ¢JaLy 11,35,000 truly enjovable.

Applications invited for
Sales Partners/Agents across
Maharashtra and India
WhatsApp on : BBY 997 9733

veenaworld.com e i ey Monday - Sunday 10 to 7
Call: 1800 313 5555 | g.jes Office travel@veenaworld.com

Al group tours are ex-Mumbail, Tour price 5 per person and an Bwin sharing basis, These tour prices are nett and no discount s applicaldle, At the time of l:-l:l-ul-:.lng tour price 1o be paid in full INR by UPL/NEFT/RTGS/Chadgue, in the namae
of Veena Patil Hospitality Pwt. Ltd! Mo cash transactions at Veena World. Government taxes apply. Any increase in YO taxes, airport taxss, WEA urcharpes (i v"g." v |“ hawve to be borne by the travellers. TEC apply.
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Group tour price includes return airfare (Ex-Delhi/Mumbai...), transport, accommodation, all meals: breakfast, lunch, dinner, sightseeing

Virtual Travel Conference
Expert-led short sessions to help you

decide better = Call: 887 997 2223

with entrance fees, driver-guide tips, services of a Tour Manager, VISA fee (except for Free Visa Countries & USA) and travel
insurance®, J&L tours exclude airfare, visa & insurance. USA tours are for valid USA visa holders, The full payment benefit is valid only
for a limited period” and does not apply to promotional tours EUGE, EUGY, EUHY, EUGD, AMGP, ASPJ, ASZL .. or their speciality tours,
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VEENA WORLD

Travel. Explore. Celebrate Life.

Scan for your
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People ride their motorbikes in downtown Tehran on Tuesday. ap

[ran ready for any
necessary steps
toreach deal with
US, says minister

Reuters
Dubai, February 24

IRAN IS ready to take any
necessary steps to reach a deal
with the United States, Iranian
Deputy Foreign Minister Majid
Takht-Ravanchi said on Tues-
day, as the two countries pre-
pare for a fresh round of talks.

The talks are set to take
placeon Thursday in Geneva, a
senior US official said on Mon-
day, with US envoys Steve Wit-
koff and Jared Kushner slated
tomeet with an Iranian delega-
tion for the negotiations.

The two countries resumed
negotiations earlier this month
as the US builds up its military
capability in the Middle East.
Iran hasthreatened to strike US
bases in the region if attacked.

“We are ready to reach an
agreement as soon as possible.
We will do whatever it takes to
make this happen. We will
enter the negotiating room in
Genevawith complete honesty
and good faith,” Takht-Ravan-
chi said in comments carried
by state media.

White House Press Secre-
tary Karoline Leavitt said on
Tuesday that US President

US forces seize
3rd sanctioned ol
tanker: Pentagon

Reuters
Washington, February 24

US MILITARY forces have cap-
tured asanctioned oil tanker in
theIndian Ocean after tracking
it from Caribbean waters, the
Pentagon said on Tuesday, ad-
ding that it was the third such
interdiction.

In a post on X, the US De-
partment of Defense said its
forces boarded the Bertha over-
night. It accused the crude oil
tanker of seeking to defy Iran-
related sanctions.

The vessel’s last reported
position on AIS ship-tracking
was on February 24, sailing in
Indian Ocean off Maldives, ac-
cording to MarineTraffic data.

“Overnight, US forces con-
ducted a right-of-visit, mari-
timeinterdiction and boarding
of the Bertha without incident
in the INDOPACOM area of re-
sponsibility. The vessel was op-
eratingin defiance of President
Trump’s established quaran-
tine of sanctioned vesselsin the
Caribbean and attempted to
evade,” the Pentagon wrote.

“From the Caribbean to the
Indian Ocean, we tracked itand
stopped it. Threeboatsran and
now all three have been cap-
tured,” Pentagon added.

Irannearsdealto
buy supersonic
anti-ship missiles
fromally China

London: Iran is close to a deal
with China to purchase
anti-ship cruise missiles, ac-
cording to six people with
knowledge of the negotiations,
just as the United States de-
ploys a vast naval force near Ira-
nian coast ahead of possible
strikes on Islamic Republic.
The deal for the
Chinese-made CM-302 missiles
is near completion, though no
delivery date has been agreed,
the people said. The supersonic
missiles have a range of about
290 kilometres and are designed
to evade shipborne defences.

Donald Trump’s first option
was always diplomacy but that
he was willing to use lethal
force if necessary.

Indirect talks between two
sidesbrought noagreement, due
tofriction overaUS demand that
Iranforgouraniumenrichment.

CARTELS SET UP MORE THAN 250 ROADBLOCKS; TOURISM MASSIVELY HIT

Army-cartel battle rages a
day after druglordis killed

Associated Press
Talpalpa, February 24

A DAY after the Mexican army
killed the country’s most
powerful drug lord, the pictur-
esque town where it happened
was a study in contrasts.

Children whose classes had
been suspended by the out-
break of violence played in
cobblestone streets and tourist
shops were open on Tapalpa’s
main plaza Monday. But gun-
shots also rang out, and just
outside the town a dead man
lay on the road next to a Jeep
sprayed with bullets.

Meanwhile, heavily armed
Mexican security forces kept up
their battle with cartel gunmen
following the Kkilling that
sparked a surge in violence and
put the country on edge.

Cartel fighters continued to
block roads as smoke rose on
the outskirts of the town in the
state of Jalisco.

Morethan70 peoplediedin
the attempt to capture Nemesio
Oseguera Cervantes and the
aftermath, authorities said
Monday. Known as “El Men-
cho,” he was the notorious
leader of the Jalisco New Gen-
eration Cartel, one of the most
powerful criminal organiza-
tions in Mexico.

Thebody count taken by se-
curity officials included secur-
ity forces, suspected cartel
members and others. Officials
did not offer details, and the cir-
cumstances of most of the
deaths were unclear.

Oseguera Cervanteswasthe
boss of one of the fastest-grow-
ing criminal networks in Mex-
ico, known for trafficking fent-
anyl, methamphetamine and
cocaine to the United States
and staging brazen attacks
against Mexican government
officials. The organization re-

| sponded to his death with

*HOWEL MENCHO’ WAS TRACKED & KILLED

Follow the Money? No.
Follow the Lover

®7To find Mexico’s most-wanted
kingpin, security officials did not
follow the money or the trail of
drugs. Instead, they

followed his lover.

' Action Stations

®Forces monitored the “romantic”

meeting closely. Once the woman

left the area the next morning, they
moved in.

®Withthe drug lord's
presence confirmed,

® A trusted associate the Mexican Army
of Oseguera MEXICO and National Guard
Cervantes’ romantic Meseo Ci setupaground
partner was first @ exico City cordon..

tracked down. 2P v = .dS|x he!|c|?pters
®The associate and special forces
escorted the lovertoa units were deployed

cabinin Tapalpa, inthe
wooded mountains of Jalisco,
where “ElMencho” was hiding

since Friday. It provided an opening. |

across neighbouring states.

®The Mexican Air Force provided
aerial reconnaissance to ensure
Cervantes could not escape.

Fight To The Finish

®|n the pre-dawn hours of
Sunday, troops launched the
operation.

@ Cervantes' gunmen opened
fire on the forces and the fight
moved to a cabin complexina
wooded area.

®The operation culminatedina
vicious firefight that killed several
suspected cartel members.

®Cervantes attempted to flee
with two bodyguards, but failed.

®All three were injured and put on
a helicopter heading towards
Mexico City.

@ (Oseguera died on board the

| helicopter.

widespread violence, including
erecting more than 250 road-
blocks across 20 states and set-
ting fire to vehicles.

The capo died after a shoot-
out with the Mexican military
on Sunday. Mexican Defense
Secretary Gen. Ricardo Trevilla
said Monday that authorities
had tracked one of his romantic
partners to his hideout in Ta-
palpa. The cartel leader and two
bodyguards fled into awooded
area where they were seriously
wounded in a firefight. They
were taken into custody and
died on the way to Mexico City,
Trevilla said.

Russia has not broken Ukraine
after 4 years of war: Zelenskyy

Associated Press
Kyiv, February 24

PRESIDENT VOLODYMYR Ze-
lenskyy declared Tuesday that
Russia has not “broken Ukrai-
nians” nor triumphed in its
war, four years after an invasion
that has severely tested the re-
solve of Kyiv and its allies and
fueled European fears about
the scale of Moscow’s ambi-
tions to gain territory.

In a show of support, more
than a dozen senior European
officials headed to the Ukrain-
ian capital to mark the grim an-
niversary of the conflict, which
has killed tens of thousands of
people, upended life for millions
of Ukrainians, and created in-
stability far beyond its borders.

Zelenskyy said his country
haswithstood the onslaught by
Russia’s bigger and better
equipped army, which over the
past year of fighting captured
just 0.79% of Ukraine’s territory,
accordingto the Institute for the
Study of War, a Washington-
based think tank. Russia now
holds nearly 20% of Ukraine.

“Looking back at the begin-
ning of the invasion and reflect-
ing on today, we have every
right to say: We have defended
our independence, we have not

President Volodymyr Zelenskyy addresses an extraordinary plenary
session via video link at European Parliament in Brussels on Tuesday. Ap

Wehave every

right to say that
we have defended
our independence,
we have not lost our
statehood. He (Putin)
has notbroken
UKkrainians; he has
not won this war”

VOLODYMYR ZELENSKYY,
PRESIDENT OF UKRAINE

lost our statehood,” Zelenskyy
said on social media, adding
that Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin has “not achieved his
goals. He has not broken Ukrai-

nians; he has not won thiswar.”
Despite the show of defiance,
Ukraine hasstruggled tohold off
Russia’s onslaught, and the war
has brought widespread hard-
ship for Ukrainian civilians. Rus-
sia’s attacks have devastated
families and denied civilians
power and running watet.
Asthewar of attrition enters
itsfifth year,aUS-led diplomatic
push to end the largest conflict
on the continent since World
War IT appears no closer to find-
ing compromises that might
make a peace deal possible.
Negotiations are stuck on
what happens to the Donbas,
eastern Ukraine’s industrial
heartland that Russian forces
mostly occupy but have failed.

Members of the Mexican army and the National Guard keep watch at
aroundabout in Jalisco state, Guadalajara, Mexico, on Tuesday. ap

EPSTEIN FILES FALLOUT

UK approves disclosure
of recordsrelated to
former prince Andrew

Associated Press
London, February 24

BRITAIN’S HOUSE of Com-
monson Tuesday approved the
release of papers related to
former Prince Andrew’s ap-
pointment as a trade envoy, a
position he held for about a
decade during which he is sus-
pected of improperly passing
government information to
Jeffrey Epstein.

The approval camein avoice
vote.Itwasunclear when there-
lease could occur, as the former
prince was arrested last weekon
suspicion of misconductin pub-
lic office. The government has
made clear it does not want to
interfere in the inquiry.

Ed Davey, the leader of the
opposition Liberal Democrats
and the lawmaker who intro-
duced the motion, argued that
it was time for transparency.
“In many ways, this is the first
truly global scandal from the
White House and Silicon Valley
to Oslo and Paris, butit's also a
deeply British scandal reaching
right to the top of the British Es-
tablishment,” Davey said.

EXPLAINED

Envoy role comes
under the scanner

The House of Commons ap-
proved releasing records on
Prince Andrew’s trade
envoy role amid claims he
shared official material
with Jeffrey Epstein. The
move follows US Justice
Department disclosures
and ongoing misconduct
investigations, increasing
pressure for transparency
and accountability.

King Charles III's younger
brother, whowasstripped of his
princely title last year due to
revelations about his relation-
ship with Epstein, was arrested
last week on suspicion of mis-
conduct in public office amid
allegations that he shared
confidential documents with
Epsteinduringhistime astrade
envoy for the UK.

* BRIEFLY

GERMANY

Merz starts maiden China visit
today, seeks business openings

GERMAN CHANCELLOR Friedrich
Merzvisits Chinathis week as the
latest Europeanleader seekingto
reset relations with Beijing aftera
year thatlaid bare the crumbling of
their alliance with the US and
exposed vulnerabilities in their
supply chains. Merz, making his
first visit to China as chancellor,
leads adelegation of some of
Germany's most senior business

leaders, includingthe heads ofthe

Chancellor Friedrich
Merz at the German
Parliamentin Berlin. riLE

carmakers Volkswagen, BMW and
Mercedes-Benz. Along with Euro-
pean peers, their companies have

been hit by adouble whammy of suf-
focating competition from China's boomingelectric vehicle
makers and US tariffs that have added billions in extra costs.

UNITED KINGDOM

OTT must follow
broadcastnorms,
says government

BRITAIN SAID on Tuesday
Netflix, Amazon Prime
Video, Disney+ and other
streamers would be required
to follow the sameruleson
content and accessibility as
traditional broadcasters like
the BBC. Two-thirds of
households subscribe to at
least one major streametr,
with 85% of people using an
on-demand service each
month, compared to 67%
who watchlive TV, the gov-
ernmentsaid. REUTERS

REUTERS

SUDAN

Paramilitary
kills 28 in Darfur
region attack

AN ATTACKDbySudanese
paramilitary forceson a
stronghold of a Darfur tribal
leaderleft atleast 28 people
dead,adoctors group said on
Tuesday. The paramilitary
Rapid Support Forceson
Monday rampaged through
town of Misterihain North
Darfur province, according
tothe Sudan Doctors
Network, which tracks the
country'songoing war. The
townis astronghold of Arab
triballeader Musa Hilal. AP

*NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

PAKISTAN

6 cops killed by
armed militants
in KPK province

AT LEAST six policemen
were Killed and one other
wasinjured in a militant at-
tackon apolice vanin Kohat
district of Pakistan Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province on
Tuesday, local police said.
District Police Officer Kohat
said the attack occurred on
ShakardaraRoad, where as-
sailants ambushed the po-
lice vehicle, resulting in
multiple casualties.DY SP
Wahid Mehmood and two
gunners were initially
reported Killed. PTI

NEPAL

CEC:Poll results
within 24 hrs of
ballot collection

NEPAL’S ACTING Chief
Election Commissioner
Ram Prasad Bhandarion
Monday said the results of
the general elections sched-
uled for March 5 will be
published within 24 hours
of collecting the ballot
boxes. Atotal 0of18.9 million
eligible voters will exercise
their franchise to elect 275
members. While 165 will be
elected through direct
voting, 110 will be elected
under the proportional
voting system. PTI

Imran taken to hospital for eye
treatment, shifted back to jail

Press Trust of India
Islamabad, February 24

PAKISTAN’SINCARCERATED
former prime minister Imran
Khan on early Tuesday was
taken from jail to a hospital
here for treatment of an eye ail-
mentand later shifted back, of-
ficials said.

Khan was diagnosed last
month with right central retinal
vein occlusion affecting his vi-
sion. Hewasbrought tothe Pak-
istan Institute of Medical
Sciences (PIMS) for a second
dose of anti-VEGF intravitreal
injection, adoctor at the hospital
said. Hehad received treatment
earlier on January 24.

Prior to the procedure, he
was examined by a board of
specialists: a consultant cardiol-
ogist who also performed echoc-
ardiography and ECGand acon-
sultant physician. “After
obtaining informed consent,

Imran Khan

and under standard monitoring,
precautionary measures and
protocols, hewasinjected witha
second dose of intravitreal injec-
tion of anti-VEGF by consultant
ophthalmologist, and a consul-
tant vitreo-retinal surgeon of
PIMS and Al-Shifa Eye Hospi-
tal,” the doctor said.

The procedure was carried
out as a day-care surgery and
Khan's vitals remained stable
throughout, the doctor added.
He was discharged after the
procedure with instructions for
care and follow-up.

e FBI DIRECTOR’S ITALY TRIP, OFFICIALLY BILLED AS ‘SECURITY MEETINGS’, DREW CRITICISM OVER TIMING AND THE USE OF A GOVERNMENT JET

Kash Patel faces fresh scrutiny after attendlng US men’s hockey team celebration

Eric Tucker
Washington, February 24

WHEN THE American men’s
hockey team retreated to their
locker room to celebrate their
Winter Olympics gold medal
win, they were joined by a
special guest from the United
States: FBI Director Kash Patel.

For some supporters of the
embattled law enforcement of-
ficial, it was a patriotic, good-na-
tured show of support for a
team bringing home the first
gold medal in the sport since
1980. For Patel’s critics, though,
it was yet another questionable
use of government resources by
anFBI chiefalready facing scru-
tiny over his personal travels

aboard a government plane.

An FBI spokesman had said
in the days leading up to the
game that Patel’s trip to Milan
during the Olympics was pri-
marily for professional pur-
poses, with the director posting
on social media work-related
photographs of his meetings
with European security officials.

But the trip took a more
jocular turn Sunday when vi-
deos circulating online showed
a pumped-up Patel, a hockey
fan, drinkingbeer from a bottle
and spraying the rest around
the locker room.

After one of the players
draped his gold medal around
Patel’s neck, he joined the
players as they jumped up and

down in celebration.

The episode deepened
questions about Patel’s per-
sonal travels, a persistent story-
line from the first year of his
tenure not only because of their
frequency but also because he
had chastised his predecessor,
Chris Wray, for his use of the
FBI plane.

In this instance, the Olym-
pics celebration took place as
FBI officials were investigating
an armed man who was shot
and killed by the US Secret Ser-
vice after he breached the secure
perimeter of President Donald
Trump’s Mar-a-Lago resort.

“The grift & corruption is
unreal,” Democratic Rep. Jason
Crow of Colorado posted on X.

FBI director Kash Patel at the White House on January 15. FiLe

“Your taxpayer dollars funding
the FBI Director’s Italian vaca-
tion.” Patel responded to the
criticism by posting on his per-
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sonal X account that “yes, Ilove
America and was extremely
humbled when my friends, the
newly minted Gold Medal

winners on Team USA, invited
me into the locker room to cel-
ebrate this historic moment
with the boys.”

The White House signaled
itsbacking for Patel, with com-
munications director Steven
Cheungwritingon X that “Kash
was in Italy meeting with re-
gional partners and security
teams”; telling a reporter “don’t
be mad because Americawon.”

Patel is not the only Trump
administration figure to face
questions about his use of gov-
ernment resources, with con-
gressional Democrats demand-
ing answers from Homeland
Security Secretary Kristi Noem
about her department’s
contract for upgraded jets.

New Delhi

Butthe FBIin particular has
struggled to shake questions
about Patel’s travels on the gov-
ernment Gulfstream G550 for
flights around the country that
have noknown or apparent law
enforcement purpose.

One example came in Oc-
tober when it emerged that
Patel had traveled to State Col-
lege, Pennsylvania, for a pro
wrestling event, where hislong-
time girlfriend, country singer
Alexis Wilkins, had performed
the national anthem. Photos
posted to social media by Wil-
kins show the couple side-by-
side and smiling for the camera
and her holding an oversized
golden championship belt.

The trips have come even

though as a bombastic pod-
caster during the Biden admin-
istration, Patel had repeatedly
lambasted Wray for using the
FBI plane for personal travels
and even suggested that the jet
be grounded.

“I'm just saying Chris Wray
doesn’t need a government-
funded GSjettogotovacations.
Maybe we ground that plane.
$15,000 every time it takes off.
Just a thought,” Patel said in
one podcast interview.

FBIspokesman Ben William-
son has defended Patel, noting
that he is required for security
purposes to use the bureau jet
even for personal trips and con-
sistently reimburses the govern-
ment for private travels. AP
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Happening
today

®PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA
Modi will begin atwo-day State
visit to Israel at the invitation

of PM Benjamin Netanyahu.
This will be PM Modi’s second
visit to the country.

®GERMAN CHANCELLOR
Friedrich Merz will visit China.
He will be the third top Western
leader to visit the country

this year — after the Prime
Ministers of Canada and Britain.

®ELECTION COMMISSION
will visit Tamil Nadu and
Puducherry to assess

poll preparedness.
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50 LAKH DISCREPANCY CASES, ONLY 250 JUDICIAL OFFICERS’

SC allows Odisha, Jharkhand
judges to help with Bengal SIR

Unauthorised reviews, dodgy log-ins,

If verification exercise fails to meet

LUCKNOW, MUMBAI,

Feb 28 deadline for finallist,thenEC ~ blurred papers: TMC MPto top court

can publish supplements: Top court

Express News Network
New Delhi, February 24

THE SUPREME Court on Tues-
day permitted the deployment
ofjudicial officers from Odisha
and Jharkhand for completing
the adjudication of claims and
objections of persons included
inthe “logical discrepancy/un-
mapped category” during the
ongoing Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR) of electoral rolls in
West Bengal.

A bench of Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant and Justices

Joymalya Bagchi and Vipul M
Pancholi also said that the
Chief Justice of Calcutta High
Court can depute civil judges, if
needed.

On February 20, the top
court, while taking note of the
“trust deficit” between the state
government and the Election
Commission of India (ECI), had
directed deployment of serving
and former district judges of
West Bengal for vetting claims
and objections.

The CJI said that on

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Youth Congress chief
arrested; stand firmly
with my Babbar Sher
colleagues, says Rahul

Alok Singh, Nirbhay Thakur
& Asad Rehman
New Delhi, February 24

DELHI POLICE on Tuesday ar-
rested Indian Youth Congress
(IYC) national president Uday
Bhanu Chib for his alleged role
as the “main conspirator and
mastermind” of the ‘shirtless’
protest during the Al Impact
Summit in the capital last week.

Seven other individuals had
been arrested earlier for the
incident at Bharat Mandapam
on Friday (February 20), during
which around 10 protesters en-
tered hall S wearing T-shirts
printed with a picture of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
which they had concealed
under their winter clothes.

Once inside, most of the
protesters took off their tees,
and allegedly raised slogans
against the Prime Minister.
Four of them, all Youth Con-
gress office-bearers, were ar-
rested on the spot and re-
manded in five days’ police
custody on Saturday.

W

Youth Congress president Uday
Bhanu Chib at Patiala House
Court on Tuesday. pTi

Three other Youth Congress
leaders were arrested in Gwa-
lior on Monday. Chib, the
eighth person to be arrested in
connection with the protest,
had been questioned at Tilak
Marg Police Station since Mon-
day afternoon.

In the FIR registered at the
Tilak Marg Police Station, po-
lice accused all protesters of of-
fences under sections

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

IDFC First scam: Rs 100-cr trail
tracked to firm owned by siblings

Sukhbir Siwach
Chandigarh, February 24

THE STATE Vigilance and
Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB)
inHaryanais pursuinga Chan-
digarh-based woman and her
brother after investigators pro-
bing the IDFC First Bank scam
found “suspicious” transfers to-
talling nearly Rs 100 crore to a
firm owned by them, The In-
dian Express has learnt.
Officials said that a Look
Out Circular (LOC) has been is-

sued against the woman, while
police are searching for her
brother. Sources said another
LOC has been issued for a
former manager of IDFC First
Bank’s Chandigarh branch.

“We are searching for the
sister and brother as part of our
investigation. The LOC has
been issued to alert authorities
at international airports and
seaports to ensure they are not
abletoleave the country,” an of-
ficial said.

Police sources said the role

of the former manager, aPanch-
kula resident, is also central to
the investigation. He had left
the bank over six months ago,
bank sources said.

An FIR has also been regis-
tered againstemployees of IDFC
First Bank, AU Small Finance
Bank and unidentified public
servants in connection with the
alleged fraud. Thebanksaidina
statement that its “preliminary
findings indicate that certain
employees of the branch acted

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 |

Damini Nath
New Delhi, February 24

RAISING CONCERNS that eli-
gible voters could be deleted
from the final electoral roll dur-
ing the ongoing Special Inten-
sive Revision (SIR) in West Ben-
gal, TMC MP Dola Sen has told
the Supreme Court that Election
Commission-appointed micro-
observers were allegedly over-
riding decisions taken by Electo-
ral Registration Officers (EROs),
the statutory authority forinclu-
sion and deletion of electors.
Sen, who is a petitioner be-

EXPLAINED

Key concerns

The TMC MP’s charges
come atatime when the
SIR exerciseiscomingtoa
close in West Bengal, with
the publication of the final
roll on February 28. With
Assembly polls slated tobe
announced soon after, any
wrongful deletion now
could disenfranchise voters
with no time for correction.

fore the Supreme Court chal-
lenging the SIR, also submitted
in two applications filed on
February 16 and February 18
that officials were allegedly log-
ging into the ECINET portal
from locations other than
where they were deputed, and
that documents uploaded to
the system were turning
“blurry” after submission.
The final electoral roll for
West Bengal is scheduled to be
published on February 28. The
ECdid notrespondtoarequest
from The Indian Express
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Top Maoist leader Devuji (centre) with Telangana DGP B Shivadhar Reddy and Special Intelligence
Branch chief Sumathi at an event where he formally surrendered, in Hyderabad on Tuesday. NikHILA HENRY

Top Maoist after surrender: Will be
in politics, within legal framework

NikhilaHenry
Hyderabad, February 24

TOP MAOIST leader Thippiri
Tirupathi alias Devuji formally
surrendered before the Telan-
gana Police Tuesday, citing his
“failing health” for his decision.

Considered one of the high-
est-ranking leaders of the
banned Communist Party of

India (Maoist), the 62-year-old
Devuji — who has spent 44
years underground — surren-
dered along with four more
leaders of the outlawed CPI
(Maoist).

At a press conference, De-
vuji said it “wasn’tjust for him-
self” that he took the decision.

“I have decided to work
within thelegal frameworkand

Average . Number of
Speed of trai}r coaches
55kmph| | 20

o Briinrﬁg thé railwaygap

—

—— Baramulla Railway Station

c.].\_-b-Srinagar
4 hr

50 min

travel time

adopt political life. Iwill always
be at the people’s side,” Devuiji,
who wore a neatly pressed
white shirt and cotton trousers,
said, addingthat despite giving
up arms, he will be guided by
the ideology he had so far fol-
lowed.
The surrender comes ahead
of the central government’s
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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TATA SONS CHAIRMAN

Questions on losses
prompt Chandrato
seek deferment of
extension decision

Differences
cropped up at
board meeting

George Mathew
Mumbai, February 24

ADECISION on the third exten-
sion for Tata Sons Chairman
N Chandrasekaran has been
deferred after he requested the
board of the Tata Group hold-
ing company to postpone the
matter as disagreements
cropped up in the board meet-
ing on Tuesday.

While Chandrasekaran’ssec-
ond tenure will end only in Feb-
ruary 2027, Tata Sons directors
had earlier agreed on the third
extension. However, differences
came to the fore in the board
meeting as Tata Trusts Chair-
man Noel Tata raised concerns
over the losses in some of the
group’scompanies, sourcessaid.

Chandrasekaran then re-
quested the board to postpone
the decision on his extension.
Noel Tata is on the board of
Tata Sons as a representative of
Tata Trusts — which holds 66
per cent stake in the holding

N Chandrasekaran’s second
tenure will end in February 2027

company. Chairman Emeritus
of the TVS Motor Company
Venu Srinivasan is also on the
board of Tata Sons, as a repre-
sentative of the Trusts.
According to sources, Noel
Tata was not happy with the
losses in Tata Group’s digital
businesses and investments in
certain acquisitions. He also
wanted Tata Sons to remain an
unlisted firm. However, other di-
rectors supported the extension.
Chandrasekaran, 63, be-
camethe Chairman of TataSons
in 2017 after the exit of Cyrus
Mistry. He got his second exten-
sion in 2022. For a third exten-
sion, Tata Sons will have to
waive the retirement norms. As
per the current policy, directors
in executive position should re-
tire on attaining 65 years of age.
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Bias against Muslims
and Dalits: SCjudge
flags social ‘faultlines’

Express News Service
New Delhi, February 24

UNDERLINING THAT Consti-
tutional morality must out-
weigh the argument of “public
morality, even ifit be the majori-
tarian view”, Supreme Court
Justice Ujjal Bhuyan said that
personal or “popular morality™
often conflicts with standards
expected by the Constitution.
He was speaking at a sem-
inarorganised by the Telangana
Judges Association and the Te-
langana State Judicial Academy
in Hyderabad on February 21.

Justice Ujjal Bhuyan

Toillustrate the “deep socie-
tal faultlines” that persist after
75 years of Independence, Jus-
tice Bhuyan shared two separate
“random” instances: a PhD stu-
dentdenied accommodationin

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Vande Bharat Express set toroll
between Srinagar and Jammu

DheerajMishra
New Delhi, February 24

PEOPLE FROM Srinagar and
Jammu will soon be able to
cover the distance between the
summer and winter capitals of
Jammu and Kashmir in less
than five hours.

Fulfilling a long-standing
demand, Indian Railways has
decided to extend the services
ofthe Vande Bharat Express up
to Jammu Tawi station and
the rake will be upgraded from

an eight-car to a 20-car con-
figuration.

In an internal communica-
tion, Northern Railway had
said that the operation of
Vande Bharat Express from
Jammu Tawi station will start
from March 1. However, later it
said that the order has been put
on hold “due to unavoidable
reasons”. Officials said that a
decision on the date of oper-
ation from Jammu Tawi station
will be taken in a week’s time.

Currently, two Vande Bharat

chair car trains operate between
Katra and Srinagar — with ex-
tension of the service up to
Jammu Tawi station pending
due to ongoing development
works. With this extension, it will
now take only four hoursand SO
minutes to travel from Jammu
to Srinagar, as against the eight
hours it takes by road. The
VandeBharattrainwillrunatan
average speed of over 55 kmph.
“Theyard-remodellingwork
was crucial for the operation of
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

-o SEVEN PEOPLE WERE ON BOARD A REDBIRD AIRWAYS PLANE THAT CRASHED IN JHARKHAND’S CHATRA DISTRICT ON MONDAY

In the crash: 2 young pilots, a tamily that scrambled to fund air ambulance

Shubham Tigga
Chatra, February 24

WHEN 41-YEAR-OLD Sanjay
Kumar was brought to Devka-
mal Hospital in Ranchi on Feb-
ruary 16, after he gotinjuredina
fire following a short-circuit at
therestaurantthathe
ran in Jharkhand’s

PAGE1

family did. Quickly putting to-
gether Rs 8 lakh with the help
of their relatives, the family ar-
ranged to transport Kumar to
GangaRam Hospitalin Delhiin
an airambulance.

However, soon after the air-
craft took off from Ranchi with
the patient on Mon-
day evening, it

Latehar, he was in | anchor j_: crashed in a densely

critical condition,
with 60-65% burns.

The hospital’s CEO, Dr
Anant Sinha, said doctors at his
establishment were honest
with the family: “With 60-65%
burns, survival is never guaran-
teed. Families often seek a sec-
ond option in bigger centres.”

That’s exactly what Sanjay’s

forested area of
Jharkhand’s Chatradistrict. All
seven on board were killed.

On board the aircraft were
Sanjay, his wife Archana Devi
(35) and his sister’s 17-year-old
son, Dhruv Kumar. A doctor,
32-year-old Vikas Kumar
Gupta, and a paramedic, Sa-
chin Kumar Mishra (22), were

also among the passengers on
the air ambulance. The pilots
were Vivek Vikas Bhagat (27)
and Savrajdeep Singh (30).

The cause of the crash has
not yet been determined.

Sujit Kumar, the patient’s
younger brother, said the family
scrambled to put together the
Rs 8-1akh fee for the air ambu-
lance after Sanjay’s condition
did not “improve as expected”
at the Ranchi hospital.

“He was taken to Devkamal
Hospital in Ranchi. After a few
days, we felt his condition was
not improving as expected and
decided to take him to Delhi for
better treatment,” Sujit told The
Indian Express, adding, “We
immediately arranged Rs Slakh

“arvice b\
. b
F'_

!

Family members of a victim at a hospital in Jharkhand’s Chatra. p1i

from within the family. But the
company said they would not
fly unless the full payment was
made. After that, our uncle

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

somehow arranged the remain-
ingRs 31akh,” he said.

The crash claimed three
members of the family. Sanjay

Kumar and wife Archana Devi
left behind an eight-year-old
son, Sujit said.

Devkamal Hospital CEO
Sinha said that Sanjay was
brought to the hospital in seri-
ous condition, but the doctors
there managed to “stabilise him
and bring him out of shock”.

“But with burns of that ex-
tent, the condition is always
serious. We had informed the
family that it would take at
least three weeks of treatment.
It was a 50-50 situation,
though we felt we could try our
best to bring him through,”
Sinha said.

However, the family was
keen on moving him to Delhi.
“They felt road transport would

New Delhi

taketoolong—15to16 hours —
for a patient in that condition.
Around 1.30-2 pm [on Monday],
we were informed that an air
ambulance had been ar-
ranged,” Sinha said.

He said a paramedic and a
doctor are usually part of such
transfers. The family arranged a
doctor, Vikas Kumar Gupta,
from Ranchi Sadar hospital to
accompany Sanjay on the plane.

Committed doctor

Dr Gupta’s father, Bajrangi-
prasad, said his son completed
MBBS in 2015 from Cuttack in
Odisha and was later posted in
Ranchi. Originally from Manika
in Bihar’s Aurangabad district,
Gupta lived in Ranchi with his

wife and eight-year-old son.
“He was always prepared to
help. We encouraged him to
complete his studies and build
his career. We never imagined
something like this would
happen. He was in the prime of
hislife, serving patientsday and
night. Everything has ended in
amoment,” Bajrangiprasad said.

Sole earner of family

The other medical profes-
sional on the aircraft was para-
medic Sachin Mishra. The 22-
year-old’s elder brother, Vineet
(26), said he had spoken to Sa-
chinjustadaybefore the crash.

Sachin worked as a para-
medic with a medical aviation

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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SCstays HC order
stopping LDF govt's
Nava Kerala survey

Express News Service
New Delhi, February 24

THE SUPREME Court on Tues-
day stayed a Kerala High Court
order that stopped the state’s
ruling Left Democratic Front
(LDF) government from going
ahead with its controversial
Rs 20 crore ‘Nava Kerala
Citizens Response Pro-
gramme’, with Chief Justice of
India (CJI) Surya Kant asking
what was wrong if a state gov-
ernment wanted to find out
how its schemes had worked.

The ‘Nava Kerala Citizens
Response Programme’ was
touted as a “welfare study in-
tended to obtain development
suggestions and ideas fromthe
people”.

Issuing notice on the state
government’s appeal against
the February 17 high court rul-
ingthat termed the Pinarayi Vi-
jayan government’s decision as
a “colourable exercise of execu-
tive power”, atwo-judge bench
presided by the CJIsaid that the
high court order shall, in the
meanwhile, remain stayed. The
bench comprising Justice Joy-
malya Bagchi also asked the
state to submit a report of the
expenditure incurred for the
work “at an appropriate stage”.

Taking up the appeal, the
CJI asked, “If a state govern-
ment spends hundreds of
crores of rupees on welfare
schemes, and eventually...
wants to know through an

evaluation that have my
schemes worked or not...As-
sumingthat elections are there,
they want to go before the
people that look here, though
we have been spending so
much on welfare schemes, but
we have ultimately found we
are at fault at so and so places,
we would like to improve, what
iswrong with that?”

With the Kerala Assembly
elections due in a few months,
the programme had come
under a cloud as critics alleged
that it was an attempt to carry
out a political campaign at the
expense of the exchequer.

The counsel appearing for
the original petitioner said,
“The wrong is the government
can go, not the party, through
the volunteers...The whole ploy
is they send party workers to
each house.”

Hereferred toaletterissued
by CPI(M) Kerala state secretary
MV Govindan on September
23, 2025, more than two weeks
before the state cabinet an-
nounced the programme on
October 10, 2025. The letter
asked party cadres “to flood”
the ‘Samoohya SannadhaSena
Portal’, from which the volun-
teers for the Nava Kerala pro-
gramme were subsequently
drawn. The portal was created
in 2020 for the specific purpose
of forming a social volunteer
force to provide assistance in
natural disasters in the state
and to help in any local crisis.

At AT Summit, Cong

youth wing acted at
Rahul’s behest: BJP

Express News Service
New Delhi, February 24

CRITICISING CONGRESS
leader Rahul Gandhi, BJP na-
tional spokesperson Gaurav
Bhatia claimed that the Leader
of the Opposition was behind a
“deliberate conspiracy” to de-
fame India, especially at mo-
ments of global attention, and
that the truth behind these ac-
tions is now being exposed
“layer by layer”.

Addressing a press confer-
ence on Tuesday, Bhatia al-
leged that Uday Bhanu, presi-
dent of the Congress's youth
wing, acted at the behest of
Rahul Gandhi during the re-
cently-concluded India Al Im-
pact Summit. During the event,
directions were given for re-
moving T-shirts and creating a
spectacle with the intent of tar-
nishing India’s image, Bhatia
alleged.

Bhatia said that at a time
when public order was para-

mount -- especially when glo-
bal leaders were present and
the eyes of the world were on
India -- Congress workers were
attempting to disturb public
order. Had any untoward inci-
dent occurred, the conse-
quences could have been “se-
vere”, he added.

“The fake ‘Mohabbat Ki Du-
kaan’ run by Rahul Gandhi
contains nothing but inde-
cency,” Bhatia said.

Asserting that there is a
limit even to freedom of ex-
pression and the right to pro-
test, the BJP national spokes-
person said that those who
keep displaying the Constitu-
tion should at least read it and
understand its true spirit.

The BJP national spokes-
person said that even within
the Opposition, leaderslike Ak-
hilesh Yadav have distanced
themselves from the issue —de-
scribing the protest at the sum-
mit venue inappropriate and
unbecoming.

Lucknow University
protests: 7 students get
show-cause notices

Manish Sahu
Lucknow, February 24

LUCKNOW UNIVERSITY has
issued show-cause notices to
seven students while six ex-stu-
dents have been barred from
campus. The action follows
days of protests by two groups
— one protested over the Lal
Baradari monument being
fenced off and the other over
prayers allegedly being offered
near the site.

University spokesperson
Mukul Srivastava said in the
wake of the incidents over the
past two days, the university
proctor has issued show-cause
notices to seven students and
hasalsowritten tothe police stat-
ing that the entry of six former
students has been barred.

Inaddition, 13students have
also been issued notices to fur-
nish personal bonds to ensure
maintenance of law and order.
Accordingtothe SHO of Hasan-
ganj police station, the magis-
trate issued notices to the 13 to
furnish a personal bond of Rs
50,000 each, along with two
sureties of the like amount, to
ensure the maintenance of law
and order for ayear following the
incident that occurred Monday.

The notice states that based
on a police report, “it has been
broughtonrecord thatstudents
allegedly made deliberate at-
tempts to obstruct construction
work being carried out at Lal Ba-
radari within the university

premises”. It was further re-
ported that they staged a protest
by sitting on a road inside the
campus, raised slogans, and at-
tempted to offer namaz at a
public place, “thereby creating
asituation with the potential to
disturb public order and disrupt
communal harmony, resulting
in tension”.

Earlier on Tuesday after-
noon, the varsity saw tense
scenes after students allegedly
affiliated to right-wing groups
raised slogans at Lal Baradari
and sprinkled Ganga jal.

Police immediately at-
tempted to remove the group
even as they alleged that stu-
dents affiliated with other
political groups had created a
disturbance on campus the
previous day. Additional police
teams were eventually called in
to remove them.

The fresh stir comes days
after students, led by members
of the National Students’ Union
of India (NSUI) and Samajwadi
Chhatra Sabha, protested the
administration’s moveto fence
off the Lal Baradari, claiming it
was unauthorised.

The student groups also
claimed it restricted access for
Muslim students and commu-
nity members who offer
prayers there during Ramzan.
Videos had also surfaced online
showing namaz being offered
at the site while seven student
wing members formed a
human chain.
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SCon Bengal SIR

February 22 he had received a
communication from the Chief
Justice of the Calcutta High
Courtstatingthatwhilethereare
50 lakh cases of logical discrep-
ancy/unmapped categories to
be decided, only 250 judicial of-
ficers were available for such
duties. Evenifoneofficerwasto
decide 250 matters a day, it
would take at least 80 days to
complete the process.

In view of this, the court di-
rected thatjudicial officers from
neighbouringstates could bede-
ployed too, if required.

“Inaddition tothejudicial of-
ficersalready assigned the tasks,
the Chief Justice of the High
Court would be entitled to draw
officers from the rank of Civil
Judges (Senior Division) and
Civil Judges (Junior Division)
who have experience of not less
than three years,” the bench or-
dered.

It added, that “if the Chief
Justice of the Calcutta High
Court is of the opinion that
further human resources are
required, he is at liberty to ap-
proach the Chief Justices of the
High Courts of Jharkhand and
Orissa to provide serving or re-
tired judicial officers from those
states of similar rank.”

The SC asked the ECIto bear
the expenses of their travel, hon-

Youth Cong

including criminal conspiracy,
causing hurttoapublic servant,
assault on a public servant, dis-
obedience of a public servant’s
order, and unlawful assembly.
The investigation has been
transferred tothe Crime Branch.

Delhi Police Special CP
Crime Branch Devesh Chandra
Srivastavatold reportersthat the
investigation so far had
unearthed “concrete evidence
that this (the protest) was done
under a deep conspiracy”.

Hours after his arrest, a city
courtsent Chib topolice custody
for four days. “The application
oftheIO (investigating officer)is
partly allowed. The accused,
Uday Bhanu Chib, is remanded
to police custody for a period of
four days commencingtoday till
28.02.2026 (inclusive),” Judicial
Magistrate Ravi of Patiala House
Court ordered. Police had sought
Chib’s custody for a week.

In their “Grounds of Arrest”,
Delhi Police told Chib that he
was “the main conspirator and
mastermind of the incident of
unlawful assembly.. where Anti-
national Slogans were raised
and...[the accused] “tried to in-
citeriot like situation”.

Chib had allegedly conspired
to “obstruct and assault” police
officials, and had not “cooper-
ated and also not disclosed the
name ofthe co-accused persons”
who had allegedly fled from the
spot. Also, the police said, Chib
had “not disclosed about the
source of printing of T-shirts”
that were used in the protest.

The counsel for Chibtold the
court: “They are saying we cre-
ated a riot-like situation. This is
their mantra: to insert riots
everywhere. The accused per-
sons were unarmed...and they
were being beaten up. They’re
(police) saying they need to re-
cover T-shirts from the accused?
We'll become the laughing stock
of the world!”

The lawyer argued that po-
lice had already interrogated
Chib, and that he was not even

orarium etc and urged the Chief
Justice of Jharkhand and Orissa
“to sympathetically and ur-
gently consider any request that
may be made by the Calcutta
High Court Chief Justice in this
regard.”

The bench also issued some
directions for streamlining the
nature of the work.

The court directed that “the
verification shall be with refer-
encetodocumentsreferredtoin
(a) notification dated October 27,
2025, issued by the ECI... declar-
ing the commencement of SIR
in the state of West Bengal, read
with notification dated June 24,
2025 of the Standard Operating
Procedure (b) the order passed
by this Court on September 8,
2025... whereby Aadhaar card
was allowed to be accepted as
proofofidentity and (c) the order
of this Court on January 19,
2026... whereby Maadhyamik
(Class X) admit card and Maad-
hyamik pass certificate was also
allowed to be submitted.”

It said that “all such docu-
ments, whether submitted elec-
tronically or physically with
necessary proof, on orbeforethe
cut-off date of February 14,2026,
may be considered.”

Noting that the last date of
publication of the final electoral
roll is February 28, 2026, the

present at the spot. “The pur-
pose of seeking remand is very
frivolousandirrelevant,” he said.

Public Prosecutor Atul
Kumar Srivastava, representing
Delhi Police, countered that
while Chib was “not there”, he
was nonetheless “communicat-
ing and monitoring each and
everything”. “They (protesters)
gathered together and beat up
police personnel. Knowledge
that it could lead to a riot-like
situation is enough. He is the
mastermind,” he submitted.

Chib’s counsel responded: “It
was a simple case of criticism.
Can we not even handle criti-
cism? Where are we heading to?
There was nothing. No danda
laathi. Did they go with com-
mon intention tobeat up the po-
lice? A few people in printed
shirts are impacting the sover-
eignty, integrity of the nation!”

The Congress described the
arrestsas “completely unconsti-
tutional” and “the result of the
arbitrary whims of the dictator
Narendra Modi, whowants tosi-
lence every questioning voice”.

“Peaceful protest is the right
of every Indian. No regime can
erase this truth,” the party said
onitsofficialhandleonX. “Letit
be clear: we will not be intimi-
dated. We will not be silenced.
We will continue to raise the
voice of the people and fight re-
lentlessly for their rights.”

In a post, Leader of Opposi-
tion Rahul Gandhi said, “Iam
proud of my Babbar Sher col-
leagues in the Youth Congress,
who have fearlessly raised their
voices in the interest of the
country against the ‘COMPRO-
MISED PM'... The Congress
Party andIstand firmly with our
Babbar Sher colleagues. Holding
a mirror to the truth to power is
notacrime, it is patriotism...”

In a statement, Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge
said there is widespread anger
among the people against PM
Modi. “Mr Modi himself is the
coward. Outoffear,he can’teven
come to Parliament to defend
his policies. That’s why he’s try-
ingtoscareus... Thiswon’t work.
Icondemn this,” he said.

Social ‘faultlines’

Delhi after her name revealed
her Muslim identity and arecent
incident in Odisha where par-
ents refused tolet their children
eat food prepared by a Dalit
woman in a mid-day meal pro-
gramme.

Referring to the incident in
Delhi involving his daughter's
friend, Justice Bhuyan said: “She
approached alandlady whowas
running a working women’s
hostel in her building in South
Delhi. Thelandlady asked her as
towhat her namewas. When she
told her name, which was quite
ambivalent, the landlady que-
ried further and asked her about
her surname and when she said
that, it revealed her Muslim
identity. The landlady then told
her quite bluntly that accommo-
dation was not available and that
she could search for some other
place.”

Such cases, he said, are
merely the “tip of the iceberg”.

Recallingthe landmark 2009
judgementin Naz Foundationv
Union of India, in which the
Delhi High Court struck down
provisions that criminalised
homosexuality, Justice Bhuyan

said the ruling explicitly re-
stricted the state from giving
weight to public morality over
Constitutional morality.

“The case rejected the argu-
ment made by the Union of
India that popular morality can
bealegitimate state purpose and
that the Union has the right to
enforce the same through the
law. The Delhi High Court held
that popular morality or public
disapproval of certain actsisnot
a valid justification for restric-
tion of the fundamental rights
under Article 21,” he said.

Justice Bhuyan alsosaid that
Constitutional morality ensures
that democratic institutions ex-
ercise restraint and adhere to
Constitutional values and not
bulldoze through on the
strength of numbers, authority
and power.

Quoting Justice Thorough-
good “Thurgood” Marshall, a
former US Supreme Court Jus-
tice, Justice Bhuyan told district
court judges that the “only real
source of power” for ajudge is
therespect of the people, earned
through independence and fi-
delity to the Constitution.
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court also said, “If the verifica-
tion exercise undertaken in re-
spect of 'logical discrepancies/
unmapped category' remains
incomplete” ason thatdate, “the
ECImay publish the final list, fol-
lowed by supplements to the
finallist. Such supplementsshall
be published on (a) continuous
basis as soon as the pending ex-
ercise iscompleted...”

Invoking its extraordinary
powers under Article 142, the
court also declared that “the
voters enlisted in such subse-
quent supplementary list shall
be deemed to have been part of
thefinal list published on Febru-
ary 28,2026.”

Duringthe hearing, advocate
Ashwini Upadhyay, who had
filed a petition seeking nation-
wide SIR, raised the issue of
forged Aadhaar cardsand urged
the bench to spell out some
guidelines to ensure there is no
misuse. “It is practically seen
throughout the country (that)
most Aadhaar (cards) are made
in border districts. If the court
canadd oneline-tocontrol fake
documents. It is seen through-
out the country (that) whenever
Bangladeshis or Rohingyas are
captured by the police, the Aad-
haar is from Bengal,” he said.

CJIKantsaid, “Itmay require
adeeper probe. Butthisisnotthe
time... lest we are misunder-
stood by anyone; let the right at-
mosphere and environment
come.”

Train

Vande Bharat trains from
Jammu Tawi station. Although
the entire station's redevelop-
ment isnot yet fully completed,
the infrastructure required for
the Vande Bharat service has
been prepared keepingthe con-
venience of passengers in
mind,” said Himanshu Shekhar
Upadhyay, Chief Public Rela-
tions Officer, Northern Railway.

The official said that with
road connectivity in the region
- particularly along the
Jammu-Srinagar National
Highway — often facing dis-
ruptions due to landslides,
heavy snowfall and adverse
weather conditions, the exten-
sion of Vande Bharat services
will offer an all-weather con-
nectivity between Jammu and
Kashmir.

The Vande Bharat train
from Jammu Tawi station will
depart at 6.15am and reach Sri-
nagar at 11.10 am. The train
from Srinagar will start at 2 pm
and reach Jammu Tawi at 6.50
pm. It will have stops at Katra,
Reasi and Banihal, apart from
Jammu and Srinagar.

The extension of Vande
Bharat services to Jammu sta-
tion also paves the way for a di-
rect train from New Delhi to
Kashmir.

The 272-km Udhampur-Sri-
nagar-Baramulla Rail Link
(USBRL) became fully oper-
ational on June 6, 2025, with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
inaugurating its 63-km Katra-
Sangaldan section, marking the
completion of a project to link
Kashmir to the rest of the
country — which was first initi-
ated 42 years ago.

While different stretches of
the project were made oper-
ational in phases earlier, the
trickiest one, the 111-km Katra-
Banihal section, was the most
difficult. This included India's
longest operational transporta-
tion tunnel, T-50, spanning
12.77 km; the world's highest
railway arch bridge at 359
metres above the sea floor (the
Chenab Bridge); and the first
cable-stayed bridge of the Rail-
ways (the Anji Bridge).

Incrash

company for nearly one-and-a-
halfyears, and was part of an air
ambulance crew that trans-
ported patients to hospitals
across the country.

Originally from Siwan district
in Bihar, he was based in Jhark-
hand andlived in rented accom-
modation in Jamshedpur.

Recalling theirlast conversa-
tion, Vineet said Sachin had re-
cently appeared for a medical
field examination for a higher
grade qualification. “The result
was to be declared the next day.
I had his roll number and roll
code, so I checked it online. He
had passed. I thought I would
call and congratulate him,” Vi-
neet said.

When hetried calling, Sachin
did not answer. “I called once or
twice, then five or six times, but
he did not pick up. Later, I re-
ceived a call from the medical
company informing me that my
brother was no more,” he said.

According to Vineet, Sachin
wasunmarried and wasthe only
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ﬁc MP intop court

seeking comment on Sen’s alle-
gations.

While the ECannounced the
SIR in nine states and three
Union Territories on October 27
last year, it deployed micro-ob-
servers only in West Bengal,
whichwasafirst. On February4,
while defending its decision to
appoint 8,100 micro-observers,
who are Central Government
employees, the EC told the Su-
preme Court that their role was
to assist EROs and Assistant
EROs(AEROs). “Itisfalse tosug-
gest that statutory powers have
been vested in the micro-ob-
servers,” the EC had said.

In her February 16 applica-
tion, Sen submitted that micro-
observers were allegedly con-
tinuing to exercise powers to
review ERO decisions, in viol-
ation of the Supreme Court’s
February 9 order directing that
they only assist the prescribed
statutory authority.

“If such appropriate direc-
tions are not granted, the Order
dated 09.02.2026 passed by this
Hon’ble Court will be frustrated
and grave prejudice will be
caused to lakhs of electors who
may be deleted from the Final
Electoral Roll, despite being eli-
gible to vote,” Sen's application
stated.

She alleged that the micro-
observers, who are Group Band
C officers, were using the ECI-
NET portal to review decisions
taken by EROsand AEROs from
the Group A and B categories.
She cited 13 cases in which elec-
torscleared by statutory author-
itieswere allegedlylater marked
for review by micro-observers.

“All these cases pertain to

various electors, most of whom
are already mapped to previous
SIR rollsand have filed Enumer-
ation Forms — but who have
been made toundergo the hard-
ship of collating documents, ap-
pearing for hearings on the pre-
text of frivolous logical
discrepancies, and have finally
been approved by election offi-
cials—only for such decisionsto
seeminglybe set aside by Micro-
Observers,” the application said.

Sen further claimed that be-
tween February 9 and February
11alone, over71akh electors were
“reviewed” by micro-observers.

“These actions directly im-
pact electors who have under-
gone the statutory process, pro-
duced documents, and secured
approval from the competent
statutory authority, only tohave
such decisions reopened or
placed in jeopardy through
extra-statutory review,” she said.

The petitioner also raised
concernsregardingthe ECINET
portal, which is used by EROs,
AEROs and micro-observers to
process forms. She annexed pur-
ported screenshots, alleging that
after February 14, the option for
EROs and AEROs to upload
documents had been removed
from the interface.

While February 14 was the
last date for hearings, the Su-
preme Court had granted EROs
and AEROs a one-week exten-
sion until February 21 to scruti-
nise documents.

Sen also submitted screen-
shotsallegedly showingelectors
being marked for review by
micro-observers on grounds
such as “nodocument of elector
found to match with father’s

Devuji surrenders

March deadline to end the
Maoist insurgency.

According to police records,
Devuji was a Politburo member
and amember of thebanned out-
fit's Central Committee. He
headed the Central Military
Commission for more than two
decades. A native of Korutlatown
in Jagtial district, Devuji’s father
Venkata Narasaiah wasa farmer.
He has three siblings, none of
whom are part ofthe insurgency.
Devuji married Arike Jaini alias
Srujana from Gadchiroli district
of Maharashtra. While she was a
party memberwhen she married
Devuji, she was later elevated to
the rank of Regional Committee
Member (RCM)and waskilledin
an encounter in 2020.

A Madiga Dalit, Devuji
studied in a private school up to
Class 5 and later completed his
higher schooling in a govern-
ment upper primary school. He
joined a government junior col-
lege for his intermediate, where

he “joined Radical Students
Union (RSU)”, police records say.

Before joining the CPI (ML)
People’s War Group — a Maoist
organisation — in 1982, Devuji
was president of RSU in Korutla
town and Karimnagar district of
Telangana.In 2004, the People’s
War Group merged with Maoist
Communist Centre to become
what is now the Communist
Party of India (Maoist).

Accordingtointelligence re-
ports, Devuji was sent to Danda-
karanya by former general sec-
retary of the CPI (Maoist),
MuppalaLaxmanRaoalias Gan-
apathi. With Devuji, Malla Raji
Reddy alias Sangram — who
also surrendered Tuesday —
wassenttothe forestto “workin
the armed squad”.

The surrender comes as se-
curity forces are intensifying
anti-insurgency operations
ahead of Union Home Minister
Amit Shah’s March 31 deadline
to end the insurgency.

ﬁc First Bank scam

fraudulently in clearing forged
instruments and payment in-
structions, potentially in collu-
sion with external parties”.

Sources said investigators
have traced significant diver-
sions of the nearly Rs 590 crore
deposited by various Haryana
government departments in
the bank.

“The key questions before
investigators are whether the
bankers diverted these funds
on the basis of an authorisation
letter from the government de-
partment concerned or acted
ontheirown. And, ifauthorisa-
tion letters were issued,

earning member of the family.
Their father had passed away in
2005. “After our father’s death, I
left my own studies and raised
him like my son.Ieducated him
so he could build a career,” Vi-
neet said, adding, “He was sup-
porting all of us.”

Bright student

The father of Vivek Vikas
Bhagat, one of the two pilots of
the aircraft, had called his aunt
in Delhi to tell her that he would
be there on Monday night. “He
asked her to prepare food and
said hewould be home by night.
She kept the food ready and
waited till nearly 12 am, not
knowing what had happened,”
said Dev Sahai.

Vivek was from an Adivasi
family, and his father, Sahai, is
an engineer. Sahai said Vivek
underwent four years of aviation
training in Kanpur. After com-
pleting the course, he went to
South Africa for a type-rating
programme. “He began flying
professionally from September
2022 after returning to India,”
Sahai said.

Describing him as academi-

New Delhi

whether the officers concerned
were empowered to take such
decisions. The investigators
must determine whether the
money was diverted solely for
investment in stock markets or
also in real estate,” a govern-
ment official said.

The ACB has constituted a
Special Investigation Team
(SIT), headed by a DSP-rank of-
ficer and supervised by an SP-
rank officer, to intensify the
probe. Officials said several sus-
pects have been questioned
and arrests are expected soon
in the case.

The FIR in the case was

cally bright, Sahai said Vivekhad
cleared all five mandatory pilot
examination papers in a single
attempt. “Very few candidates
clearall five papersatone go. He
diditin one attempt,” Sahai said.

Narrating how he learnt
about the crash, Sahai said his
phone had been on silent that
night. “Around 1.30 am, I woke
up and noticed many missed
calls. Immediately, I sensed
something waswrong,” he said.
Hethenleft with adriver for the
crash site. “The entire district
administration — the DC, SP
and other officials — were pres-
ent there. They did not initially
know that one of the pilots was
my son. When I reached, it be-
came clear,” he said.

He saw the wreckage him-
self. According to him, the air-
craft had not caught fire. “The
fuel had been emptied by the pi-
lots...Because of that, there was
nomajor fire. The plane had not
completely burnt, and nobody
was charred,” he said.

Amritsar neighbourho-
odinshock
The other pilot of the air-

name”, despite extracts of the
2002 electoral roll having been
submitted along with the rel-
evant details.

Inaseparate application filed
on February 18, Sen alleged that
login credentialsissued tothe 30
special roll observers appointed
by the EC were being used from
locations other than those to
which they had been deputed.
For instance, she claimed that
one such login was used from
the Tea Board Office in Kolkata.

She further alleged that on
February 18, electors who had
been “parked for the final roll”
by EROs or AEROs on the ECI-
NET portal were “pushed back"
for review by observers.

“More than 5 lakhs Parked
Electorsare now pushedintore-
view which also includes cases
of Logical Discrepancy. The
number of Parked Electors
pushed into review by RO/MO
[roll observer/ micro-observer]
isincreasingdaybyday,” the ap-
plication stated.

According to Sen, another
modificationtothe ECINET por-
tal on February 18left EROs and
AEROs with only two options
after an observer’s review —
either agree and markan elector
as “ineligible”, or disagree. If the
EROdisagreed, there wasno op-
tion tomarkthe elector for inclu-
sion in the final roll.

She also alleged “serious
technical anomalies” in the por-
tal, stating that documents and
Enumeration Forms earlier up-
loaded by Booth Level Officers
(BLOs), AEROs and EROs, and
clearly visible at the time, had
subsequently become blurred,
inaccessible or effectively invis-
ible. Someelectors werethenal-
legedly marked by observers for
review dueto the absence of vis-
ible documents.

C_handra

Chandrasekaran is also the
chairman of major entitieswithin
the $180-billion group, including
Air India, TCS, Indian Hotels,
Tata Power and Tata Steel. Air
India, which was taken over by
the Tatas in 2022, continues to
incur losses. The group also ac-
quired Iveco, an Italian automo-
tive company, for around 3.8 bil-
lion pounds last year.

On January 17 this year, the
board of Sir Ratan Tata Trusts
did not induct Neville Tata, son
of Tata Trusts Chairman Noel
Tata, as a trustee. That meeting
was postponed amid uncer-
tainties over the timingofthe ap-
pointment. In November 2025,
Sir Dorabji Tata Trust had unani-
mously approved Neville Tata
and Bhaskar Bhat, former MD-
CEO of Titan Company, as
trustees for three years. How-
ever, theboard wasunabletoin-
duct Neville due to procedural
issues raised by trustee Venu
Srinivasan.

lodged at the ACB’s Panchkula
station on February 23 follow-
ingacommunication from Ha-
ryana Chief Secretary Anurag
Rastogi. A senior officer con-
firmed that Section 13(2) of the
Prevention of Corruption Act
has been invoked to probe the
role of public servants. The FIR
also cites provisions of the BNS
related to criminal breach of
trust, criminal conspiracy,
cheating and forgery.

The FIR hasbeenlodged on
the basis of “serious irregular-
ities” found in a probe con-
ducted by officials of the Devel-
opment and Panchayats
Department, which had de-
posited Rs 50 crore in IDFC
First Bankand Rs 25 crorein AU
Small Finance Bank in 2025.

craft, Savrajdeep Singh, was
from the Govind Nagar area of
Amritsar in Punjab. “When the
call came at around 11.30 at
night, it was not clear what
exactly had happened. We
didn’t know whether he was
safe or not. We kept hoping,”
said Simrandeep Singh, a close
friend of Savrajdeep’s for thelast
15 years. “Around 2.30 am, the
family came to know about his
death. Itisso heartbreakingthat
we have no words to express our
grief,” hesaid. Savrajdeepis sur-
vived by his wife and their
three-month-old son, his par-
ents, and his brother.

Throughout the day,
relatives, neighbours, and well-
wishers from acrossthe cityand
beyond visited the grieving
household. The atmosphere in-
side the home was one of incon-
solable sorrow. Savrajdeep’s
young wife sat surrounded by
relatives, holding their infant
son, while his parents struggled
tocometo termswith the devas-
tating news.

Withinputs from ANJU
AGNIHOTRICHABAIN JALANDHAR
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LIVING BY
CUSTOMER FIRST
PRINCIPLES

When it matters most.

IDFC FIRST
Bank

IDFCFIRSTBANK/SD/293/2025-26 February 24, 2026

National Stock Exchange of India Limited BSE Limited
Bandra, Mumbai Fort, Mumbai
NSE Symbol: IDFCFIRSTB BSE Scrip Code: 539437

Sub,: Disclosure under Regulation 30 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements)
Regulations, 2015 (“SEBI Listing Regulations”).

Please refer to our earlier disclosures under Regulation 30 of the SEBI Listing Regulations dated February 21,
2026 and February 22, 2026.

Our Bank always upholds the highest principles and standards. We call ourselves a customer-first bank in the
way we define our product policies, disclosures, and no fine print banking. We give benefit of doubt to
customers in event of difference of opinion.

Now was the occasion to stand up and deliver when it truly matters and put our CUSTOMER FIRST principles in
action. We are a principle-based bank, and we mean it. We did not hold up the payment on account of the
matter being under investigation. This is the DNA of IDFC FIRST Bank.

Hence, even though the investigation in the matter is ongoing, we have paid out 100% of the principal and
interest to the relevant departments of Haryana Government as claimed, which works out to a net amount of
INR 583 crore. The departments have sincerely thanked and appreciated the Bank for the positive approach,
professional manner, and speedy and principle-based resolution.

The Bank remains committed to working together with the relevant Haryana Government departments and the
law enforcement agencies, to pursue actions against the perpetrators of the fraud and look forward to
recovering our dues.

Our Bank is strong with the following details as of 31* December 2025:
We are rated AAA CRISIL for Fixed Deposits, AA+ long-term rating from CRISIL, ICRA, India Ratings, and CARE.
QOur total Customer Business (Loans and Deposits) is INR 5,62,090 crores (up 22.6% YoY)
Our Asset quality is high (GNPA 1.69%, net NPA 0.53%, among the best in the industry)
Qur Capital Adequacy is strong at 16.22%
Qur Current and Savings Account % is around 50%
Our Unit Economics are strong and we are a growing Bank. Our Net Interest Margin is 5.76% in Q3FY26.
Currently, this is not entirely reflecting in the net profit of the Bank as the Bank is in investment stage in
building out products, technology, distribution, branches, ATM, rural Banking and other such universal
banking solutions to be a large, diversified bank of the future. The last few years have been a phase of
building the foundation blocks, and the next few years we expect the operating leverage to reflect in the
earnings.
As stated publicly, with the MFI situation behind us, we expect to be strongly back in trajectory of profits
from FY'27 onwards.

We are building a world-class bank in India with strong governance and ethics and will emerge stronger from this
incident.

Request you to kindly take the above on record.

For IDFC FIRST Bank Limited

SATISH ASHOK S50 g
GAIKWAD f';';_'-mzf':!'-.l:lz_.-ﬂ i

Satish Gaikwad
General Counsel and Company Secretary

IDFC FIRST Bank Limited

Corporate Office: IDFC FIRST Bank Tower, (The Square), C-61, G Block, Bandra-Kurla Complex, Bandra (East), Mumbai - 400 051, Tel; +31 22 7132 5500 Fax: +31 22 2654 0354
Registered Office: KRM Tower, 7" Fioor, Na. 1, Hammington Road,; Chetpet, Chennai 600 031, Tel: 491 &4 4564 4000 Fax: +91 44 4564 4022

CIN: LES110TM2014PLCOS7 792, Exmall: banknfo@idicfirstbank.com; Website: www. idfcfirst. bank.in
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WORK TO BE UNDERTAKEN ON PWD ROADS

Govthas abrightidea: Streetlights on EMIS

Vendors will be paid monthly; model will ensure they
retain a critical stake in the performance of the lights;
make them partners in accountability, says PWD Minister

Gayathri Mani
New Delhi, February 24

THE DELHI government has
devised a unique “EMI model”
to pay for new smart LED
streetlights installed on roads
under the PWD, under which
contractors who install the
lights will be paid monthly,
after they have ensured that
they remain fully lit.
Currently, the government
makes bulk advance payments
to private companies or con-
tractors who install and main-
tain the lights, PWD Minister
Parvesh Sahib Singh said.
“Theideaisthatthe govern-
ment should not have to run
after contractors; it is they who
have to fulfill their obliga-
tions... Under this framework,

the private company installing
the lights will receive monthly
EMI payments only after the
lights are fully operational with
40 lux, ensuring that the com-
pany remains responsible for
upkeep, performance, and
timely maintenance,” the Min-
ister told The Indian Express.

Singh said the average
brightness provided by street-
lights in Delhi is only 10-15 lux,
farless than the 40 luxideal for
flyovers, highways, and main
roads. Lux is the SI unit for il-
luminance, and is used to as-
sess brightness as perceived by
the human eye.

Under the proposal, the
vendor will be required to in-
stall and maintain streetlights
constantly at 40 lux, under
monitoring by a supervisory

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta with Minister Kapil Mishra at
Mundka in New Delhi on Tuesday. Ani

Delhi to extend PM-JAY
benefits to widows

who get govt pension,
persons with disabilities

Express News Service
New Delhi, February 24

THE DELHI Cabinet on Tues-
day approved a proposal to
bring widow pension benefici-
aries and persons with disabil-
itiesreceiving government pen-
sions under the Pradhan
Mantri-Jan Arogya Yojana (PM-
JAY). Officials said the families
of these widow pension bene-
ficiaries and persons with dis-
abilities will also be eligible to
avail benefitsunder the scheme.

Stating that the decision will
bring direct and meaningful
change to the lives of lakhs of
needy families, Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta said: “There are
approximately 3,96,615 widow
pension beneficiaries and
around 1,31,515 Divyangjans
who will directly benefit from
this scheme.”

She reiterated that the gov-
ernment is firmly committed to
ensuring that no poor, vulner-
able or needy citizen of Delhi is
deprived of medical treatment
due to financial constraints.

The CM said that PM-JAY is
the country’s largest health
protection scheme, and the
Delhi government has taken a
significant step to make it more
effective and inclusive.

Gupta also said that follow-
ing this decision, around 5.5
lakh additional families will
come under a robust health se-
curity cover. “These families
will be in addition to those al-
ready covered under the Anty-
odaya Anna Yojana (AAY) and
Priority Household (PRS) cat-
egories, senior citizens aged
above 70, Accredited Social
Health Activists (ASHA)
workers, Anganwadi workers
and helpers. With this, the
scope of health protection in
Delhi will expand in an un-
precedented manner,” she said.

She added that 7,23,707
Ayushman cards have been is-
sued in Delhi so far that in-
cludes 2,74,620 to senior
citizens. Also, for effective im-
plementation of the scheme in
the Capital, a network of 208
hospitals hasbeen empanelled,
comprising 156 private and 53
government hospitals, she said.

Through the State Health
Agency (SHA) in Delhi, more
than 29,120 beneficiaries have
received treatment under the
PM-JAY to date. “This is not
merely an administrative deci-
sion, butacommitment linked
to the health and dignity of
every needy family in Delhi...,”
the CM said.

Father held for engaging
minors to steal from foreign
tourists near Jama Masjid

Express News Service
New Delhi, February 24

AMAN hasbeen arrested for al-
legedly engaging his minor
children to steal from foreign
touristsin the market near Jama
Masjid, police said on Tuesday.

On February 15, police had
received a complaint from an
Uzbek national, who alleged
that $7,200 was stolen from his
bag while he was visiting the
Jama Masjid market.

“...Two suspects — aged 13

and 15 — were identified and
apprehended,” said DCP (Cen-
tral Delhi) Anant Mittal.

Police said that it emerged
that the juveniles were alleg-
edly acting at the behest of their
father, who was later arrested.

Police records showed that
the accused had been pre-
viously involved in a robbery
case registered at Pandav Nagar
police station in 2013. The ju-
veniles were also found to have
been involved in theft-related
cases, police said.

control and data acquisition
(SCADA) architecture. The pro-
posal will be presented in the
next meeting of the Expendi-
ture Finance Committee (EFC),
and tenders will be floated in
10-15days after final approval is
received, the Minister said.
Roads in Delhi come under
multiple agencies, including
PWD, DDA, NDMC and MCD.
While PWD maintains around
1,400 km of main roads, there
are around 1lakh streetlightson
these roads, and many of them
are old high-pressure sodium
vapour (HPSV) fittings. All
lightsunder the PWD will be re-
placed with the energy-efficient
smart LEDs that will ensure
brighter illumination, lower
electricity consumption, and
longer lifespans, officials said.

e HERE’S THEDEAL

1 LAKH lights on PWD roads

_ 50,000 yellow sodium lights

: -SMART LEDs planned on all PWD roads
Rs 400 CRis estimated cost of project

PROPOSAL to be presented
in next EFC meeting

TENDERS expected within
15 days of clearance

“These days, everything
from homes to household ap-
pliancesis available on EMIs, so
why not streetlights,” the Min-
ister said. “Tenders will be
floated soon, and the payment
will be done on the EMI
model... This will be a first for
the country,” Singh said.

The tender will also have a
condition requiring the vendor
to replace a faulty or malfunc-
tioning LED within 24 hours.
“We have held meetings with
prospective companies, and
they have agreed to this condi-

DAY 2 OF YOGI'S SINGAPORE TRIP

UP bags Rs 8,000-crore investment
in projects linked to Jewar airport

Express News Service
Lucknow, February 24

THE NOIDA International Air-
port region in Jewar has at-
tracted the attention of inves-
tors during Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath’s Sin-
gapore visit, with fresh agree-
ments being signed for projects
linked to it on Tuesday. This
takes the total investment
linked to the airport region to
about Rs 8,000 crore.

The airport will be inaugur-
ated next month by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi, the CM
had said on Monday.

Officials said on day two of
thetrip, aviation services major
AISATS sighed aMemorandum
of Understanding (MoU) with
the UP governmenttoinvest Rs
4,458 crore in two key projects.

The company will develop a
world-class cargo complex
aimed at positioning Jewarasa
major air freight and logistics
gateway for North India, sup-
porting high-value sectors such
aselectronics, pharmaceuticals
and perishable agricultural

tion,” Singh said.

The expected cost of the
projectis Rs400 crore. Officials
flagged the large potential
economic benefits of the tran-
sition. Back-of-the envelope
calculations show the switch
from HPSV to smart LEDs will
lead to savings of around Rs
31.53 crore annually in electric-
ity and maintenance costs.
This, they said, would allow the
government to invest more re-
sources into critical infrastruc-
ture and welfare projects.

Each smartlight will be con-

e New MoU for Jewar

34,458 cr

Investment promised by AISATS
intwo projects

® Will develop a world-class cargo
complex, supporting high-value
sectors such as electronics,
pharmaceuticals and perishable
agricultural products

® Taj SATS air-catering facility,
which will serve flights operating
from Noida International Airport
and also supply meals to other
airports across North India

“We also want to develop
Jewar International
Airportasaglobal hub
for aircraft
maintenance, repair and
overhaul (MRO)
ecosystem.”

YOGIADITYANATH,
CHIEF MINISTER

products, informed officials.
Asforthe second project, of-
ficials said it was agreed that a
TajSATS air-catering facility will
beestablished inthe area, which
will serve flights operating from
Noida International Airport and
also supply meals to other air-
ports across North India.
Officials said the agree-
ment, signed in the CM’s pres-
ence, isexpected toboost trade,

strengthen supply chains and
generate significant employ-
ment opportunities, further re-
inforcing Uttar Pradesh’s posi-
tion as an emerging global
investment destination and ad-
vancing its goal of becoming a
major aviation and logistics
hub in the northern region.
Thelatest agreement comes
aday after the state government
signed another major MoU for

nected to a centralised dash-
board and control room, which
will allow officials to monitor
them in real time, detect faults
instantly, and ensure immedi-
ate repair. Citizens will also be
able to view the status of street-
lights in their area and register
complaints, which will be re-
solved ina time-bound fashion,
officials said.

“With this model, we are
changing not just fittings, but
the very system of governance.
The EMI model will ensure that
companiesretain a critical stake
inthe performance of thelights,
and make them partners in ac-
countability. For the first time,
citizens themselves will be able
to see, monitor, and question
the system in real time. This is
transparency inits truest form...

“Currently, governments
spend money upfront, and the
public has to wait endlessly for
results... Now, things will work
differently — install, prove per-
formance, and only then will
payments be made,” Singh said.

the development of an interna-
tional theme-based group hous-
ing township near the airport.

Officials said the Rs 3,500-
crore project will be developed
over 100 acres in the Yamuna
Expressway Industrial Devel-
opment Authority (YEIDA)
areaand isexpected to generate
employment for around 12,000
people. Scheduled to begin in
2027, the township is aimed at
supporting rapid urbanisation
around the airport.

With projects spanning avi-
ation services, logistics and
urban infrastructure, officials
said the airport is increasingly
being positioned as a multi-sec-
tor economic node rather than
a standalone transport facility.
They added that its strategiclo-
cation along the Yamuna Ex-
pressway, planned multi-
modal connectivity, and
proximity to industrial and
manufacturing clusters are
seen as key factors driving in-
vestor interest.

The CM said he also visited
the SATS Changi Airport Logis-
tics Hub in Singapore.

Delhi gets first processing plant to dispose
of green waste dumped on roadsides

Express New Service
New Delhi, February 24

PWD MINISTER Parvesh Sahib
Singh on Tuesday inaugurated
the Capital’s first-ever green
waste processing plant to
process horticulture waste
generated alongside roads that
are under the department's
jurisdiction.

Officials said the plant, de-
veloped by PWD, will convert
the waste into compost for
reuse in landscaping and plan-
tation works.

Singh said the initiative ad-
dresses a long-pending con-
cern raised by resident welfare
associations (RWASs), schools,

Parvesh Sahib Singh inaugurates the processing plant. express

and local residents. Earlier,
whenever branches, shrubs or
trees fell due to storms or prun-
ing activities, the waste often
remained dumped along road-

sides or open spaces for days,
where it would decay, emit foul
smell, and cause inconven-
ience to people. “RWAs and
schools had been repeatedly

demanding a proper mechan-
ism for green waste disposal.
We have now created a perma-
nent solution,” he said.

“For the first time, our gov-
ernment has built this infra-
structure. Instead of dumping
waste, we will now process it
scientifically and convertitinto
compost that will be reused,”
Singh added.

Under the initiative, six
green waste plants have already
been developed, while six more
will be constructed in the next
phase, officials said. The govern-
ment’s plan is to establish at
least one such facility in every
district toensurelocalised waste
management, they added.

e Skywatch

Forecast:

February 25,2026
Mainly clear sky,
mistduring
morning hours

MAX:29-31

4.9°Cabove normal

MIN:12-14
2.2°C above normal

Sunrise: 6:49 am (February 26)
Sunset: 6:18 pM (February 25)

eMoonrise: 11:53 AM (February 25)
eMoonset: 2:44 am (February 26)
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e AQI Tracker

Anand Vihar Burari

Very Poor Poor

AQI: 370 AQI: 267

ITO JLN Stadium

Poor Poor

AQI: 292 AQI:218
Good (0-50)

® Satisfactory (51-100)
Moderate (101-200)

® Poor (201-300)
® \/ery Poor (301-400)
® Severe (401-500)

Guard found
charred todeath
in MCD school

A 58-YEAR-OLD guard was
found charred to death after
afirebroke outinaroom at
an MCD primary school in
Outer Delhi's Ranholaon
Tuesday. By the time a po-
liceteam reached the spot,
the fire had already been
extinguished. Inside a
pump room, officers said,
the body of aman was
found. "His face was com-
pletely burnt," said DCP
(Outer Delhi) Sachin
Sharma. The deceased was
lateridentified as Naresh
Kumar, who would stay
overnightinthe pump
room, said police. ENS

HC dismisses
PIL against Waqf
notification

THE DELHIHigh Courton
Monday dismissed a PIL
filed by a Trust, Save India
Foundation, challenging a
Delhi Waqf Board notifica-
tion from 46 years ago de-
claring three mosquesin
Jahangirpuri as Waqf prop-
erties. Italsonoted thatthe
Trust “appears to be habit-
ual of filing the petitions
describing them as public
interestlitigations™. Since
2024, the Trust has filed 37
PILs and 11 petitions before
the HC. The bench opined
that “the petitioner has un-
necessarily attempted to
rake up the past”. ENS

Youth Congress supporters protest on Tuesday. PRAVEEN KHANNA

Cong’s youth wing
chief, Uday Bhanu Chib,
gives push to party
cause on the ground

Asad Rehman
New Delhi, February 24

THE ARREST of Indian Youth
Congress (IYC) national presi-
dent Uday Bhanu Chib in con-
nection to the shirtless protest
by the outfit’s workers at the
India AI Impact Summit in
Delhi is likely to turn into a
political flashpoint between the
Congress and the BJP.

The Delhi Police an-
nounced the arrest on Tuesday
morning after questioning
Chib at Tilak Marg police sta-
tion since Monday afternoon.

Chib (39), who is said to
enjoy the backing of Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi, is
the eighth person tobe arrested
in the case. He is suspected of
having played a role as a con-
spirator, said police officers.

Chib hails from a political
family in north Jammu and
broke into the national political
scene on September 22, 2024,
when he was appointed the na-
tional president of the IYC, suc-
ceeding Srinivas BV.

The son of a district level

Congress leader Hari Singh
Chib, he has electoral ambi-
tions. He wanted to contest the
Jammu and Kashmir Assem-
bly elections in 2024 and
picked Jammu North. “But as
the seat went to the alliance
partner National Conference,
he couldn’t contest,” said a
Congress leader in Jammu.

Chib’s political career began
in the NSUI, the student wing
of the Congress, where he was
the national secretary, and in
the youth wing, he held the
post of the IYC’s Maharashtra
in-charge.

Chib, who has a Bachelor’s
degreein Civil Engineering and
an MBA, was the in-charge of
Delhi NSUIin 2017 when the or-
ganisation won the posts of
president and vice president
elections in the Delhi Univer-
sity Students Union.

Chibisalsointo martial arts.
He practicesjudoand hasbeen
the president of Shastri Judo
Club in Jammu. He has also
been associated with the
Silambam Martial Arts Associ-
ation (J&K).

e GURGAON ROAD RAGE

Ex-Army colonel says accused were drunk, police say no

Abhimanyu Hazarika
Gurgaon, February 24

WHEN RETIRED Army Colo-
nel Anil Yadav (55) was driving
back home on Saturday even-
ing after dropping his father,
whowasjustdischarged froma
hospital, he did not know what
fate had in store for him.

“I am better now,” Yadav,
who was on Monday allegedly
assaulted by five youths, told
The Indian Expresson Tuesday.

The five youths were ar-
rested on Monday. They alleg-
edly also damaged the former
Armyman’s vehicle and ex-
torted Rs 30,000 from him, after
his car collided with theirs.

“They were clearly drunk. I

even told them thatI have been
inthe Army —justasacaution-
ary message, in case things es-
calated. They said they did not
care. Yes, there wasa collision...
but the fault was not mine since
they had swerved sharply. I got
downtoinspect whatwasavery
minimal damage. But they
were in no mood to listen and
justattacked me, includingwith
asteel bottle of mine. T have not
received any update about the
Rs 30,000 yet,” Yadav said.

A sixth accused remains at
large, he said.

Analumnus ofthe National
Defence Academy, Yadav was
involved in combat operations
in Kashmir and is currently the
founder-CEO of AVision, ajoint

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Anil Yadav

venture of Israeli firm Uvision
and India’s Aditya Precitech.
“We have supplied missiles to
the armed forces of India and

Israel. I left the Army [in 2018]
since I wanted to start some-
thing of my own,” he added.

The accused arrested in
connection with the case were
identified as Pankaj (23), a resi-
dent of Niganiwas in Rewari;
Vikas (21) from Bagthala, Re-
wari; Nikhil (21) from Masani,
Rewari; Sahil (22), a resident of
Kheri Talwana in Mahendra-
garh; and Ankit Kumar (22)
from Kheri Talwana, Mahen-
dragarh, police said.

Police said Pankaj, Sahil,
and Ankit work at a Nippon of-
fice in Rewari, while Vikas is a
second-year BA student and
Nikhil asecond-year BCom stu-
dent. Their car, a Hyundai i20
model, was seized, police said.

New Delhi

Sector SO SHO Inspector
Sukhbir on Tuesday evening
told The Indian Express that
the five were produced before a
city court earlier in the day and
remanded to judicial custody.

“Medical test reports do not
mention any presence of alco-
hol or intoxicants. We have not
received any further com-
plaints from the victim either,”
the SHO said.

Police had on Monday said
that the accused allegedly
dragged Yadav out, assaulted
him, pinned him to the ground,
kicked him, and smashed his
car’s headlights and windows
with beer bottles.

“The youths then allegedly
attempted to force him into

their vehicle and also take his
car along. However, as his car
would not start, they allegedly
extorted Rs 30,000 from him as
‘compensation’ for the damage
to their vehicle,” ASI and Gur-
gaon Police spokesperson San-
deep Kumar had said.

An FIR was registered on
Monday under Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita sections 115(2)
(voluntarily causing hurt), 190
and 191(2) (related to rioting),
351(2) (criminal intimidation),
281 (rash or negligent driving),
125 (mischief), 324 (mischief by
fire or explosive substance),
and 308 (extortion, particularly

by putting in fear of
injury/death/grievous hurt),
police had said.
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Govtnodtoroad
along both sides
of Najafgarh drain

Express News Service
New Delhi, February 24

THE DELHI government on
Tuesday approved the construc-
tion of a 60.77-km corridor along
both sides of the Najafgarh
drain, aimed at improving con-
nectivity between rural areas
and the main city, while also
easing congestion on existing
arterial roads.

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the Finance Expen-
diture Committee chaired by
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta at
the Delhi Secretariat. The pro-
ject, estimated to cost of Rs
45395 crore, involves the con-
struction of a two-lane road -7
m wide - along the drain, said
officials. While a 5.94-km two-
lane road will be built on theleft
bank from Jhatikra Bridge to
Chhawla Bridge, from Chhawla
to Basaidarapur, roads will be
developed on both sides of the
drain over alength of 27415 km,
totalling 54.83 km across both
banks, they added. The overall
stretch will measure 60.77 km.

The corridor will connect
major roads, including Outer
Ring Road, Inner Ring Road,
Shivaji Marg, Pankha Road,
UER-II linking NH-9 (Rohtak
Road), and Najafgarh Road. At
different points, it will provide
connectivity to Basaidarapur,
Keshopur, Vikaspuri, Kakrola
and Dhulsiras, enabling access
to the IGI Airport and Dwarka
Expressway.

Officialssaid the project will
benefit areas like Uttam Nagatr,
Vikaspuri, Najafgarh, Bijwasan,
Chhawla, Dwarka, Paschim
Vihar and Rajouri Garden, be-
sides improving links towards
Gurgaon. Several villages along
Dwarka Expressway are ex-
pected togainimproved access,
they added.

‘CASTEIST’ REMARKS MADE AT PODCAST INTERVIEW

Ex-JNUSU chief, founder of forum on
Ambedkar move NCSC against JNU V-C

Vidheesha Kuntamalla
& Vikas Pathak
New Delhi, February 24

FOLLOWING PROTESTS that
erupted late Sunday and con-
tinued through Monday at JNU
campus, atleast two complaints
have been filed with the Na-
tional Commission for Sched-
uled Castes (NCSC) against
Vice-Chancellor Santishree
Dhulipudi Pandit over alleged
casteist remarks she made ina
recent podcast interview, The
Indian Express haslearnt.

One of the complainants is
Dhananjay, a former president
of the JNU Students’ Union
(JNUSU) and the first Dalit stu-
dent to be elected to the post in
nearlytwo decadesin2024. The
second complaint was filed by
Suraj Kumar Baudh, founder of
Mission Ambedkar, a forum
working on spreading BR Am-
bedkar’s teachings.

The remarks in question
were made during a 52-minute
podcastinterview published on
February 16, in which Pandit
spoke about student protestson
campus, the recent rustication
of JINUSU office-bearers, the
University Grants Commis-
sion’s (UGC) equity regulations,
and what she described as the
role of Left-wing politics at JNU.
“You cannot progress by being
permanently a victim or play-
ing the victim card. This was
done for the Blacks; the same
thing was brought for Dalits
here,” she had said.

Seeking Pandit’s removal as
the V-C in his complaint sub-
mitted tothe NCSC chairperson
onTuesday, Dhananjay —a PhD

‘WHERE IS THE TOLERANCE?”

AUD student expelled
over alleged participation
in protests; punishment
disproportionate’> HC

Sohini Ghosh
New Delhi, February 24

THE DELHI High Court, while
dealing with a petition by a
first-year student of Dr BR Am-
bedkar University Delhi (AUD)
against an expulsion order is-
sued against her, orally re-
marked Tuesday that the pun-
ishment appeared to be
“disproportionate”.

The student, in a separate
petition moved earlier in the
HC, had claimed that she was
being “relentlessly harassed”
after being expelled allegedly
over participation in protests.

Nadia was first suspended
onMarch 5,2025, for a period of
one year over alleged violation
of code of conduct by partici-
pating in protests against an
incident of ragging and bully-
ingofastudent, after which she
moved the HC. Following the
court’s intervention, the
university had revoked the
suspension and agreed to con-
sider the case afresh with
due process.

The court, while disposing
of the petition, had also cau-
tioned that she should not take
partin any demonstration, “di-
rectly or indirectly related with
regard to the incident”.

The university, in May 2025,
however, accused Nadia of par-
ticipating in protests even after
the HC’s caution, where stu-
dents had demanded reopen-
ing of the AUD main gate, res-
toration of timings, etc.

While Nadia denied partici-
pating in the protests, the uni-
versity went ahead and issued
an expulsion order on June 27
that year. Nadia challenged this
expulsion order last year before
HC that remains pending.

In a fresh petition, Nadia
has now challenged the latest
expulsion order against her, ac-
cording to which she stands
permanently dismissed from
theuniversity and rendered in-
eligible for readmission. Nadia,
through her counsels Abhik
Chimni and Pranjal Abrol, has
submitted before the court that
she has been punished twice
for the same cause: once with
an apology and then with the
expulsion.

Chimni submitted, “The ex-
pulsion order is completely bad
in law to the extent that they
make me write an apology, and
treat it as a written statement
(as part of the fresh inquiry),
and use it (the apology) to expel
me. That’s double jeopardy.”

Addressing the varsity’s
counsel Mohinder Rupal, Jus-
tice Jasmeet Singh Tuesday re-
marked orally: “..This is dispro-
portionate..Where is the
tolerance? What is happen-
ing?”

While the court initially re-
marked thatitisinclined tostay
the expulsion order, the varsity
sought time to take instructions
and to bring the record of the
case to the court’s attention.

The court will hear the
matter again on Wednesday.

Santishree Dhulipudi Pandit

scholar at JNU - accused the V-
C of making statements that
“prima facie promote feelings of
hatred and ill-will against the
people belonging to the Dalit
and other marginalised com-
munities,” and sought action
under Section 3(1)(u) of the
Scheduled Castes and the
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act, 1989.

Dhananjay argued that the
comments — coming from the
head of a Central university -
had created a “serious detri-
mental impact” on Dalit stu-
dentsand had “clearly givenrise
to feelings of hatred and ill-will
against students belonging
from Dalit and other marginal-
ised communities”.

“The conduct of Santishree
D Pandit, being a person hold-
ing a responsible academic of-
fice, is criminal and reprehen-
sible,” the complaint said,
addingthat educational institu-
tions “ought tobe sanctuaries of
inclusivity, enlightenment, and
constitutional morality”. In-
stead, it alleged, her statements
had “sowndivision and inflicted
emotional distress upon stu-

GREATER NOIDA

dents and members of the Dalit
and marginalised community”.

The complaint also claimed
that following the circulation of
Pandit’s remarks, “there have
been incidents of harassment
on students belonging from the
Dalitand marginalised commu-
nities”, and that the general at-
mosphere on campus had be-
come “hostile”. It further noted
that Pandit had not issued any
apology, which, it argued,
“bolsters the fact that the state-
ment... wasawell thought state-
ment, given to create discrimi-
nation and to promote feelings
of hatred and ill-will”.

Dhananjay urged NCSC to
direct an independent inquiry,
and “recommend stern disci-
plinary and legal action, includ-
ing the immediate removal of
the said Vice-Chancellor from
her position...”

The complaint filed by
Baudh raised similar concerns,
accusing Pandit of making “de-
meaning and dismissive” re-
marks. It said Pandit’s state-
ments suggested that efforts to
address caste inequities were
merely claims of “victimhood”
rather than “legitimate claims
forequality, dignity, and consti-
tutional safeguards”.

Baudh requested NCSC to
“take cognizance of the matter
and examine whether the re-
marks promote prejudice, incite
hostility or constitute contempt
or disrespect towards scheduled
caste communities” and “issue
anotice seeking detailed expla-
nation fromthe V-C”.

Speaking to The Indian Ex-
press, Baudh, a lawyer who did
his LLM from the University of

Man shot, stabbed

multiple times in broad
daylight dies; two held

Express News Service
Noida, February 24

A 30-YEAR-OLD man died
after he was shot and stabbed
multiple times on Tuesday
morning in broad daylight in
Greater Noida’s Luksar village,
which falls under the jurisdic-
tion of Ecotech-I police station,
police said. They said that two
men were arrested in connec-
tion with the murder which,
prima facie, seemed tobe afall-
out of an old rivalry.

Officers said that the de-
ceased, identified as Nitin
Nagar, ran an RO water plant
and an e-rickshaw agency in
thevillage. Accordingto the po-
lice, Nitin, who was named the
main accused ina2024 murder
case, was currently out on bail
and was scheduled toappearin
court on Tuesday.

According to the police and
eyewitnesses, Nitin was at-
tacked around 10 am while he
was returning home from a
friend’shousein anearbylane.
“As Nitin started walking to-
wards the main road, three to
four assailants, allegedly armed
with pistols and knives, ap-
peared,” a police officer said.

Eyewitnesses told police
that the attackers allegedly first
opened fire from a close range.
Police were also told that Nitin
managed to dodge the bullets
and started running, but
slipped and fell into a drain
near his residence, after which
the attackers pinned him to
the ground.

Police said that one of the
assailants allegedly reloaded

A purported CCTV footage of
the incident has surfaced.

his gun and fired four more
shots, while another stabbed
himrepeatedlyinthe neckand
other parts of the body.

Hearing the commotion, as
Nitin’s wife, Shweta, stepped
out of their house, one of the ac-
cused allegedly pointed a gun
at her, forcing her toretreat, po-
lice said, adding that the at-
tackers then fled.

A purported CCTV footage
of the incident has also sur-
faced that shows the men
shooting Nitin multiple times.

Additional DCP Sudhir
Kumar, meanwhile, said that
Nitin was involved in an alter-
cation with other residents of
Luksar village and the issue had
been ongoingsince alongtime.

Nitin was rushed to Kailash
Hospital by his family where he
died during treatment.

A case was registered based
on Shweta’s complaint, police
also said.

Protests in Sector 15A after Noida Authority
advertises scheme to set up ‘religious site’ in park

Neetika Jha
Noida, February 24

SEVERAL RESIDENTS of
Noida’s Sector 15A protested on
Sunday against the Noida
Authority's “Scheme for Setting
up Religious Places/ Sites”
launched on February 5, 2026.
A petition has been filed in Al-
lahabad High Court on behalf
of 59 residents of the sector,
which is home to several emi-
nent people.

According to Noida Author-
ity, the scheme was notified
after some residents of two sec-
tors — 15A and 93 - asked for
temples on a plot in each of
these sectors. The land in Sec-
tor15Aisa300-sq-m plot num-

bered 226B/1, valued at Rs 2.77
crore; the plot in Sector 93
measures 600 sq m, and is
valued at Rs 4.18 crore.

Under the scheme, the plots
will be awarded to applicants
who fulfill certain eligibility
criteria.

“The selected entity shall
get the land for a lease of 90
years on an interview basis
after the applications will be
scrutinized by the screening
committee of the Noida Auth-
ority. The date of the interviews
are still awaited,” says the
document.

After the interview process,
the Allotment Committee shall
recommend the allotment, and
the Authority CEO shall take

the final decision, says the
scheme brochure.

The residents who pro-
tested on Sunday alleged that
the scheme wasaploytoallota
part of a park for the construc-
tion of a temple. This land has
more than 100 developed trees
which would likely be felled,
they said. They also expressed
fear of widespread disruption
in daily life if a large temple
were to come up in the neigh-
bourhood.

“Thisland hasbeen a part of
the park for 40 years and is
maintained by the Authority,”
aresident said.

When contacted, the CEO of
Noida Authority, Krishna Kar-
unesh, said the scheme was

notified after residents of the
area expressed a desire for a
temple in the area.

“It is facility land. We have
facility plotsin nearly all sectors
in Noida. These lands can be
used for any facility, including
an electric substation, a com-
munity centre, skill develop-
ment centre or a religious site.
It can be anything — atemple, a
mosque, a church or a gurd-
wara,” he said.

The CEO said that the
scheme had been advertised
for 15 days and objections had
beeninvited. “Itisthe residents
who demanded it,and nowitis
they who are protesting. If they
don’t want it, we will cancel it,”
he also said.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Allahabad, said: “T have not yet
received a response to my mail
from the NCSC. I will wait for it
until tomorrow, and complain
ontheirweb portalin casethere
isno response by then.”

Pandit and the JNU Media
Cell did not respond to calls,
messages and emails sent by
The Indian Express. There was
noresponse fromthe NCSCsec-
retary, too, despite multiple at-
tempts toreach him.

Responding to the contro-
versy earlier, Pandit had told PTI
that her remarks were taken out
of context. “I am a Bahujan my-
self, I come from an OBC back-
ground,” she had said, adding
that she was referring to what
she described as “woke” inter-
pretations of history and the cre-
ation of “imaginary worlds”
around permanent victimhood.

On UGC’s equity regula-
tions, which were stayed by the
Supreme Courtlast month, Pan-
dit had said during the podcast
interview thatthey had beenin-
troduced without adequate con-
sultation. “It was done secretly.
Many of us who are part of the
system didn’t even know what
was in it,” she said, calling the
regulations unnecessary and
constitutionally flawed.

She had also defended the
JNU administration’s decision
to rusticate five student leaders
for allegedly vandalising sur-
veillance equipment atthe Am-
bedkar Library. “They de-
stroyed this property, literally
broke it down, sat on top of it,
took pictures and they them-
selves put it on social media as
though they have done some-
thing great,” she said.

ST. STEPHEN’S COLLEGE
(University of Delhi)

NAAC Accredited with ‘A++’ Grade
University Enclave, North Campus
New Delhi - 110007, India

Advt. No. SSC/146(3)/2026
Date: 25 February 2026

ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE
POST OF PRINCIPAL

Applications
eligible candidates belonging to
CNI or to any other Church in
communion with the CNI, under 60
years of age, are invited in the
prescribed format for the post of
Principal. Pay and allowances shall
be as per UGC norms. The last date
for applying shall be 25 March
2026. Candidates who have applied
earlier need not apply again. For all
relevant details including
application form, guidelines for
applying and eligibility
requirements, please visit:
https://vacancyforprincipal.ststephens.edu/

preferably  from

Rt. Rev. Dr. Paul Swarup

Bishop of Delhi, CNI

Chairman

Search-cum-Screening Committee
Supreme Council

St. Stephen’s College, Delhi

VICTIM’S KIN ALLEGE POLICE APATHY

15-yr-old killed after
fight during cricket
match, 3 minors held

Express News Service
New Delhi, February 24

A15-YEAR-OLD boy was killed
in a physical altercation alleg-
edly with threejuveniles —aged
12, 13 and 17 - over a cricket
match in West Delhi on Mon-
day evening, police said. The
three juveniles have been ap-
prehended.

Police said the incident took
place around 7.20 pm on Mon-
day at a park.

According to police, in-
itially, the victim and a12-year-
old boy had an argument while
playing cricket.

This soon allegedly turned
intoa physical altercation, they
said, following which the
younger boy went home and
informed his cousins, aged 17
and 13. Later in the day, the
three allegedly returned to con-
front the victim.

“Hand blows were ex-
changed and during the fight,
the victim sustained injuries to
the neck and head, after which
he fell unconscious,” said Dep-
uty Commissioner of Police
(West) Darade Sharad Bhaskar.

Theboy was rushed to Deen
Dayal Upadhyay Hospital,

When Isaw him, he
was unconscious.
Therewas swelling
on his neck and
injuries onthe
face...1don’t know
what kind of

grudge could have
led to this: brother
of thevictim

where doctors declared him
dead, officers also said.

The boy’s uncle alleged the
accused had come looking for
hisnephew at hishome. “Some
boys came asking for him while
my sister-in-law was washing
clothes on the terrace. By the
time she could ask why they
needed tosee theboy, they had
left with him,” he said.

“Welaterlearnthe had been
choked and beaten,” the uncle
said, also stating that the family
initially thought it was a
minor scuffle.

Abrother of the 15-year-old
said hereceived a call about the
assault.

“When I saw him, he was
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unconscious. There was swell-
ing on his neck and injuries on
the face... I don’t know what
kind of grudge could have led
to this,” the brother added.
The boy’s mother alleged
that the assault went far
beyond a routine quarrel be-
tween children. “Children fight
all the time, but my son was
beaten and killed,” she said.

‘Relatives beaten,
thrashed by police’

The mother also claimed
that when the family ap-
proached the police, “no one
listened tous”. “...Instead, some
of our relatives were beaten and
detained,” she alleged.

The victim’s aunt also al-
leged police apathy. “My
nephew is dead, and the police
are doing nothing but harass
us. My brother wasbeaten, and
he has injuries. They have not
evengivenusacopy of the FIR.
They tore our clothes...,” she
was quoted as saying by PTI.

Police said the victim is the
son of atea vendor.

They added that the post-
mortem examination report is
awaited to determine the pre-
cise cause of death.
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(An Institute of National Importance under Ministry of Education, Govt. of India)
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ASHOK RAJPATH, PATNA — 800 005 (BIHAR)

WALK-IN-INTERVIEW FOR PROJECT ASSISTANT

The walk-in interview for the post of Project Assistant in the Department
of E&ICT Academy is scheduled to be held on 13th March, 2026.
Desirous and eligible candidates may appear at the interview along with
all certificates in Original and two set of photocopies. For further details

please visit institute website www.nitp.ac.in

Advt. NITP/EICT/01/2026 Registrar

.

w Ministry of Culture

E&b Government of Indla
—

Centre for Contemporary Studies
Prime Ministers Museum and Library
cordially invites you to a Talk
on
Transitions in Haryana Politics:
Caste, Gender and Community (1960s-2000)
b
Shri Arjun S};ngh Kadian
Former Junior Fellow, PMML

Thursday, 26 February 2026 at 3:00pm
Venue:
Seminar Room
Prime Ministers Museum and Library
Teen Murti House, New Delhi

All are Welcome.
Those wishing to have their names added to the email list
may please email us at:- ccs2nmml @ gmail.com

aw

TATA
TATA POWER

THE TATA POWER COMPANY LIMITED
Corporate Identity No, (CIN); L2B2208H1919PLCOONGET
Regd, Office: Bombay Housa, 24, Horme Mady Straatl, Mumbai 400 001.
Tel: #31 22 56658262 E-mail: lapowen@iatapower.com Website: wwnw iatapowear.com

NOTICE TO SHAREHOLDERS

SPECIAL WINDOW FOR RE-LODGEMENT OF TRANSFER REQUESTS OF PHYSICAL SHARES
The Securities and Exchange Board of India, through s Circular dated January 30, 2026,

has extended the special window for shareholders who had lodged physical share Iransfer
deeds of before April 1, 2019, but whose requests were rejectediretumed’not attended
due to deficiency in the documentsiprocess. The naw window runs from February 5, 2026
to February 4, 2027, All securities shall be credited only i demat form, subject to a
one=year kock-in. Such securities shall not be fransfamad, len-marked or pledged during
thee lock-in peniod, The required process 15 oullined below:

Window for | From February 5, 2026 o February 4, 2027
re—ludgemenl

Procedure for Sutm'ur original Iransfer documents. along with corected o missing
re-lodgement | details to the Registrar to an Issue and Share Transfer Agent ie. MUFG
Intirne India Privata Limnitad (formesty Link Entirme India Private Limited)

Documeants to | MUFG Intime India Private Limited

EXPRESS CBC- 09142/12/006012526
Careers

INDIAN INSTITUTE OF
MANAGEMENT GUWAHATI

REQUIRES

Officer on Special Duty

To know more about the above position, please
visit our website: https://www.iima.ac.in/
the-institute/administration/work-with-us/IIM

Guwahati. Last date to apply is March 10, 2026.

be sent to Lnit- Thie Tata Power Company Limited
C-101, 1" Floor, 247 Park, Lal Bahadur Shastri Marg, Vikhroli Wast,
Mumbai - 400 083
For amy + Hedpline no; #31 510 811 B484;
fqueries + Wabsite: www.tatapower.com;
+ Email address; investorcomplaints@tatapower.com;
v Raise seine nequesion;
hitps:/fweb.in.mpms. mufg.comhelpdeskiService Request.him
For The Tata Power Company Limited
Sdl"
_ Vispl 5. Patel
Place: Mumbai Company Secretary
Dated: February 24, 2026 FCS 7021
o l + DISTRICT POLICE HEADQUARTERS
'Jl L=
o sl 2
S5 KATHUA
o, oS E- mail: sspkathua @ jkpolice.gov.in Fax/Phone No.: 01922-234010
LOOK OUT NOTICE

On 13-02-2026, person namely Abdul Mushtaq S/O Gulam Mohd R/O Ward No. 04 Tehsil
and District Kathua reported at P/S Kathua stating therein that on 12-02-2026 at about 1045
hrs, his wife namely Jauna Akhter, age 26 years is missing from home. The complainant tried
his best to search his wife, but all in vain. On this, missing report vide DD No. 21 dated 13-
02-2026 has been entered at Police Station Kathua.

During the course of investigation, best efforts were made to locate missing individual,
whereas she is still un-traced.

As such Description Roll/Photograph of said missing individual is being shared with the
appeal that anybody having clue/information about her whereabouts may inform us
accordingly. The informer will be rewarded suitably:-

Description Roll:- PHOTOGRAPH

® Name Jouna Akhter
® Husband Abdul Musshtaq
® Permanent Address Ward No. 4
® Present Address Ward No. 4
® Tehsil Kathua

® Police Station Kathua

® Age 26 years

® Complexion Wheatish

® Height 05 Ft 2 inch
® Built Normal

® Face Oval

® Eyes Black

® Languages known Hindi/ Dogri

Any information related to the whereabouts of the subject may be communicated on following
contacts:-

1. DPO Kathua 01922-234010 (Phone/Fax)

2. dpokathua@ jkpolice.gov.in (Mail ID)

3. PCR Kathua-01922-234311(Phone/Fax)

4. Police Station Kathua-01922-234310

Sr. Superintendent of Police
Kathua.
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expansion approved

. Cabinetnod torename Keralaas Rsto77croreplan
e Keralam, PM says ‘will of people’ garairp

Debut Meet
BJP chief Nitin Nabin will
for the first time attend the
meeting of the Akhil Bhara-
tiya Pratinidhi Sabha, the
highest decision-making
body ofthe RSS, at
Samalkhain Haryana next
month. The buzzis that
there could be some new
facesamongthe BJPrepre-
sentatives at the meet this
timeincasean
organisational restructur-
ing takes place before the
meet. Sources said the Sa-
malkha meet will empha-
siseonreviewing and shar-
ing experiences from
Sangh’s centenary-related
programmes and
campaigns across the
country. Alongside this, the
assembly will review the
organisation’s work during
2025-26, deliberate on fu-
ture plans and training pro-
grammes, and hold focused
discussions on contempor-
ary national issues, includ-
ing expected resolutions on
key social and national con-
cerns, with particular atten-
tiontoinitiatives aimed at
social transformation.

In Hiding

ASINDIAN Youth Congress
(IYC) president Uday Bhanu
Chib was arrested on Tues-
day morningin connection
with the “shirtless protest”
atthe AISummit last week,
many within the Congress
frontal organisation com-
plained about the
“absence” of IYC in-charge
Manish Sharma. ManyIYC
leaders and workers were
displeased with Sharma’s
disappearance since the
row over the shirtless pro-
test broke out. Some, how-
ever, defended him for
going “AWOL” (absent with-
out official leave), saying he
would have alsobeen
arrested like Chib.

Early Shift

AS THE Election Commis-
sion gears up for the Assam,
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry,
Kerala and West Bengal
elections, another group of
officers are also getting
ready tobe deployed. The
ECissettosend1,444
observers, who are IAS, IPS,
IRS and other central ser-
vices officers, tobe its eyes
and ears on the ground.
This time, the observers
havebeen asked toreach
their respective designated
states on the day of notifica-
tion of the polls, abreak
from the previous practice
when observers would be
sent aday before thelast
day of nominationinthe
respective constituencies.
This means the observers
will be on the ground dur-
ingthe entire nomination
process.

4

ECI, SECsadopt
declarationto
synergise poll
DrOCESSES

New Delhi: The Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) and State
Election Commissioners
(SECs) on Tuesday resolved to
work together to synergise elec-
toral processes, including prep-
aration of electoral rolls.

At a conference hosted by
the ECI and attended by
around 30 SECs, a declaration
was adopted thatsaid: “ECIand
SECswill work together to syn-
ergise the laws relating to the
elections to panchayats and
municipal bodies with those re-
lating to the elections to the
Parliament and State Legisla-
tures.”

According to the Constitu-
tion, the EC and SECs work in-
dependently. ENS

DivyaA
New Delhi, February 24

THE UNION Cabinet on Tues-
day approved the proposal to
change the name of Kerala to
Keralam.

Briefing reporters after the
Cabinet meeting, Information &
Broadcasting Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said that the Kerala
(Alteration of Name) Bill, 2026,
will now be sent to the state As-
sembly for its approval, follow-
ing which the Centre will take
the next steps.

In a post on X, PM Narendra
Modi, who chaired the Cabinet
meeting on Tuesday, said, “The
decision ofthe Union Cabineton
alteration of the name of Kerala
toKeralamreflectsthe will of the
people of the state. It is in line
with our effortstostrengthen the
connect with our glorious cul-
ture.” The decision, which was
taken at the first Cabinet meet-
ingheld atSeva Teerth—the new
PMO complex — comes ahead of
the Assembly elections in the
state.

“After approval of the Union
Cabinet, the President of India
will refer a Bill, namely the Ke-
rala (Alteration of Name) Bill,
2026, tothe State Legislative As-
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Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw in New Delhi on Tuesday. ANiL sHARMA

sembly of Kerala for expressing
itsviews under the provisoto Ar-
ticle 3 of the Constitution of
India,” Vaishnaw told reporters.

After receipt of the views of
the Assembly, the Centre will
take further action, and the rec-
ommendation of the President
will be obtained forthe introduc-
tion of the Kerala (Alteration of
Name) Bill, 2026, in Parliament.

In June 2024, the Kerala As-
sembly had passed a resolution
to alter the name of the state to
"Keralam". Quoting the resol-
ution, a statement by the Union
government on Tuesday said:
“The name of our State is 'Kera-
lam'in Malayalam Language.
States were formed on the basis
oflanguage on the 1st day of No-

vember, 1956. The Kerala Piravi
Day is also on the 1st day of
November.”

“Since the time of National
Independence Struggle, there
has been a strong demand for
the formation of United Kerala
for the people speaking Malaya-
lam language. But in the First
Scheduletothe Constitutionthe
name of our State is recorded as
'Kerala'. This Assembly unani-
mously appeals to the Central
Government totake urgent steps
as per Article 3 of the Constitu-
tion for modifying the name as
'Keralam',” the resolution read.

Thereafter, the Kerala gov-
ernment requested the Centreto
take necessary measures to
amend the First Schedule tothe

Constitution by altering the
name of 'Kerala' as 'Keralam'
under Article 3 of the Constitu-
tion, said the government state-
ment. Article 3 of the Constitu-
tion provides for alteration of
names of existing states.

The matter regarding alter-
ation of the name was con-
sidered in the Union Ministry of
Home Affairs, and with the ap-
proval of Union Home Minister
AmitShah, thedraft note forthe
Cabinet for the alteration of
name of Kerala as Keralam was
circulated to the Department of
Legal Affairsand Legislative De-
partment, Ministry of Law and
Justice for their comments, the
government said on Tuesday.

Meanwhile, at its first meet-
ing at Seva Teerth, the Cabinet
alsoresolved thatevery decision
taken in the premises will be in-
spired by the sentiment of 'Na-
grik Devo Bhava' and will be a
centre for the empowerment of
every Indian, said Vaishnaw.

According to the resolution
passed at the meeting, termed
'SevaSankalp Resolution', every
decision taken in the new build-
ing will be inspired by a spirit of
service toward 14 billion citizens
and will be connected to the
broader goal of nation-building.

Historical, linguistic roots of the demand

Shaju Philip
Thiruvananthapuram,
February 24

WITH THE Union Cabinet ap-
proving the renaming of Kerala
as Keralam on Tuesday, the de-
mand, previously endorsed
twice by the Kerala Assembly, is
finally set to be fulfilled.

The Assembly passed resol-
utions in 2023 and 2024 urging
the Union government to
amend the Constitution and
change the state’s name from
Kerala to Keralam. Both resol-
utions were moved by Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan. Last
month, Kerala BJP state presi-
dent Rajeev Chandrasekhar
wrote to the CM extending the
party’s support to the move.

Why was the resolution
moved again?

The 2024 resolution stated
that the name of the statein Ma-
layalam is Keralam and that

states were reorganised on lin-
guistic lines on November 1,
1956, whichis observed asKerala
Piravi (Kerala Formation Day). It
noted that while the state is re-
ferred to as Keralam in Malaya-
lam, itsname in the First Sched-
ule of the Constitution is Kerala.

The Assembly unanimously
requested the Union govern-
menttotakeimmediate
steps under Article 3 of
the Constitution to
change the name to
Keralam.

Explaining why the
resolution had tobemoved fora
second time, Vijayan said the
earlier resolution had sought
changes not only in the First
Schedule but also across all lan-
guages listed in the Eighth
Schedule of the Constitution.
However, upon examination, it
was found that therequired cor-
rection — from Kerala to Kera-
lam —hadbeen effected only in
the resolution’s First Schedule.

CONSULTATIONS, LEGAL VETTING DONE
New Seed Bill likely
in second part of
Budget Session

Harikishan Sharma
New Delhi, February 24

THE CENTRE is likely to intro-
ducethe new Seed Bill in Parlia-
ment during the second part of
the Budget Session, scheduled
from March 9to April 2, The In-
dian Express haslearnt.

The Ministry of Agriculture
and Farmers’ Welfare, which is
piloting the Bill, has reportedly
completed the inter-ministerial
consultations and legal vetting
process and isready to send the
draft of the Seed Bill for the
Union Cabinet’s approval “any-
time soon”.

Once approved by the Cabi-
net, the Bill will be introduced
during the second part of the
Budget Session, which is sched-
uled to begin on March 9. To
make way for the new legisla-
tion, the government will with-
draw the old Seed Bill, which
has been pending in the Rajya
Sabha since 2004.

The ministry had unveiled
the draft of a new legislation—
the SeedsBill, 2025—in Novem-
ber last year, seeking comments
from stakeholders. Once
enacted into law, it will replace
the existing Seeds Act, 1966,
which is six decades old. The
new Bill proposes mandatory
registration of seed varieties and
apenalty of Rs301akh and three
years’ imprisonment for major
offencessuch asthe sale of spuri-
ous and non-registered seeds.

The existing law regulates
only notified kinds and varieties
of seeds and does not provide for

New Bill proposes
mandatory
registration of seed
varietiesand a
penalty of Rs 30 lakh
and threeyears’
imprisonment for
major offences

theregulation of research hybrid
varieties or varieties that are not
notified. Also, seed registration
isnot compulsory under the cur-
rent law.

Additionally, green manure
seeds, commercial crops, plan-
tation crops, and the like are not
covered by the present law.
Apart from this limited cover-
age, the penalties under the
present law were also very low.
This is why the need for a new
law was felt.

Earlier governments at-
tempted to amend the existing
law. For instance, a Bill was intro-
duced inthe RajyaSabha on De-
cember 9, 2004, and referred to
a parliamentary committee on
December 17, 2004, but it never
became alaw.

As per the Ministry of Agri-
culture and Farmers’ Welfare,
the annual requirement of seeds
was estimated at 48.20 lakh
tonnes in 2024-25, against
which the availability was 53.15
lakh tonnes. In terms of money,
India’s seeds market is
estimated to be about Rs40,000
crore.
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Origins ofthe name

There are multiple theories
about the origin of the name
“Kerala”. The earliest epigraphic
referenceisfound in Rock Edict
I of Ashoka, dated to 257 BCE,
which mentions “Keralaputra”
(Sanskrit for “son of Kerala”),
alsointerpreted asareferenceto
the Chera dynasty.

Some scholars trace
Keralam to Cheram. Ger-
man scholar Herman
® Gundert, who compiled
the first Malayalam-Eng-
lish dictionary, noted that
keram is the Kannada form of
cheram and described Keralam
as Cheram, the region between
Gokarnam and Kanyakumari.
Theroot “cher” isunderstood to
mean “tojoin”, and appears in
the compound “Cheralam”, with
“alam” meaningland or region.

Thedemand fora
unified Kerala
Malayalam-speakingregions

were historically ruled by vari-
ous kings and princely states.
The Aikya (unified) Kerala
movement gathered momen-
tum in the 1920s, demanding a
separate state for Malayalam-
speaking people by integrating
Malabar, Kochiand Travancore.

Inspired by the freedom
movement, Malayalis pressed
for political unification. Follow-
ing Independence, the integra-
tion of princely states paved the
way for statehood. On July 1,
1949, Travancore and Kochi
merged to form the Travancore-
Cochin state. When the Union
governmentdecided toreorgan-
ise states on linguistic lines, the
State Reorganisation Commis-
sion recommended the creation
of Keralaby including the Mala-
bar district and the Kasargod
taluk, while excluding the south-
ern taluks of Travancore.

FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Wanted to rename West Bengal
as Bangla, said the CM

Thenwhy can’t
West Bengal
berenamed as
Bangla: Mamata

Atri Mitra
Kolkata, February 24

WITH THE Central government
approving the renaming of Ke-
rala as Keralam, West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
on Tuesday questioned the deci-
sion statingthat her own govern-
ment’s proposal — sent eight
yearsago—tochange West Ben-
gal’snametoBanglawasnotap-
proved.

She claimed that the Centre
approved the proposal of CPI
(M)-led Kerala government due
to their “connection” with the
BJP while accusing them of
being “anti-Bengal”.

“When our students go for
exams or interviews, they are
called at theend since the name
of the state begins with ‘W,
which comes at the end alpha-
betically. I too face the same
problem. I get the chance to
speak at the end asI am the CM
of West Bengal,” Mamatasaidin
a statement. “Based on the cul-
ture of the state, we wanted tore-
name West Bengal as Bangla. In
this regard, we have passed res-
olutions twice in the Legislative
Assembly.” The CM said,
“Whenever I met PM Narendra
Modiand Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, I have raised this
issue. However, much tomy sur-
prise, nothing has happened. I
think they are not approving it
because they are anti-Bengal.
They disrespect theicons and vi-
sionaries of Bengal.” she added.

“They only use the word
‘Bangla’ during polls to get elec-
toral benefit. That is why they
have not given the approval to
renamethe state,” Mamatasaid.

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, February 24

THE SRINAGAR airportissetto
getamakeover with the Cabinet
Committee on Economic Affairs
(CCEA) approving a major ex-
pansion project at an estimated
cost of Rs 1,677 crore.

The redevelopment is ex-
pected to more than treble the
airport’s passenger-handling ca-
pacity, to 10 million passengers
per year from the current 3 mil-
lion, and is expected to be com-
pleted in four years. The project
will be funded fully by equity
from the Airports Authority of
India (AAI).

The Srinagar airport is a mili-
tary airport — housed in the In-
dian Air Force’sBudgam airbase
—with the AAI operating the
civil enclave. The airport
handled almost 4.5 million pas-
sengersin2024-25, significantly
higher than its 3 million-per-
annum capacity.

“The new Civil Enclave pro-
ject, spread over 73.18 acres, will
feature a state-of-the-art ter-
minal building spanning 71,500
square meters (including 20,659
square meters of existing struc-
ture), designed to serve 2,900
passengers during peak hours
(up from 950 at present) and an
annual capacity of 10 million
passengers per annum,”’ the gov-

¢ Capacitytotreble

3 MILLION: Current
annual passenger-hand-
ling capacity of the airport

4.5MILLION: Number
of passengersit
handledin2024-25

o= 10 MILLION:
Expected capacity
after expansion

Fouryears: T ——
Estimatedtimefor ¥
completion of project

ernment said in a release. The
expanded apron will equip the
airport with 15 aircraft parking
bays from nine bays at present.

The project will also include
the construction of a multi-level
car parking facility for 1,000 cars,
barracks for 1,344 security per-
sonnel of the Central Industrial
Security Force (CISF), and ac-
commodation for AAI staff.

“Beyond infrastructure en-
hancement, the project is ex-
pected to significantly boost
tourism and economic growth
by improving connectivity to
iconicattractions, including Dal
Lake, Shankaracharya Temple
and the Mughal Gardens...” the
government said.

Gujarat: GIFT City Metro
corridor to be extended

Express News Service
New Delhi, February 24

THE UNION Cabinet on Tues-
day approved the extension of
the Metro corridor between
Ahmedabad and GIFT City at a
cost of Rs1,067.35 crore.

In a statement, the govern-
ment said the Cabinet, chaired
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, approved the Gujarat
Metro Rail Corporation’s exten-
sion of the North-South corridor
from Gift City to Shahpur. With
three elevated stations, the new
corridor will cover 3.33 km and
take about four years to com-
plete, it said.

“This extended corridor is
expected to benefit approxi-
mately 23,702 passengers in

‘Sold the country’: Rahul Gandhi links
trade deal to Epstein files, Adani case

Express News Service
Bhopal, February 24

LEADER OF Opposition Rahul
Gandhi Monday accused Prime
Minister Narendra Modi of “sell-
ingthe country” by concedingto
the US on agriculture, data and
textiles under “pressure” linked
to unreleased convicted sex of-
fender Jeffrey Epstein files and
a criminal case in the US alleg-
edlyinvolving the Adani Group.
Speaking at the Kisan Maha-
chaupal in Bhopal, Gandhi
claimed these factors forced the
PM to rush through the India-
US trade agreement without
Cabinet approval.

Gandhi alleged that negoti-
ationswith the UShad remained
stalled for four months over agri-
culture, as the government had
resisted opening Indian markets
to American soy, cotton, maize
and pulses. “No Indian farmer
wants this, no politician wants
this, and the Government of
India also did not want this,” he

Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge and Lok Sabha LoP Rahul
Gandhi at the party’s Kisan Mahachaupal in Bhopal on Tuesday. ani

said, addingthat talks were “ata
standstill” until the PM abruptly
reversed course.

According to Gandhi, the
agreement amounted to a be-
trayal of multiple sectors. “He
sold India’s farmers. Sold India’s
garmentindustry. Gave all of our
data to America,” he said. The
Congress leader attributed the

government’s decision to what
he described as two sources of
pressure from the US. The first,
he claimed, related to unre-
leased Epstein files. “In America,
lakhs of Epstein files are lying
closed... emails, messages, vi-
deos, everything,” Gandhi said,
alleging that selective disclo-
sures were being used to exert

leverage. Gandhi also alleged
that a criminal case in the US
against industrialist Gautam
Adani constituted a second,
more serious threat.

Congress president Mallikar-
jun Kharge warned the deal
would devastate small and mar-
ginal farmers and cripple do-
mestic industries. Drawing a
contrast between Americanand
Indian agriculture, Kharge said,
“In our country, 65 percent of
people depend on agriculture...
here we have two acres, four
acres—small and marginal
farmers. And this small farmer
of ours... Modiisdestroyingthat
today.” Kharge alleged that
cheap American produce would
be dumped in India, forcing
farmers out of the market.

Inresponse tothese remarks,
CM Mohan Yadav said, “The
Congress committed injustice
against farmers. During its 55
years of rule, the area under irri-
gation in the state was only 7.50
lakh hectares...”

2029 and approximately 58,059
passengersin 2041. This corridor
will strengthen connectivity be-
tween Ahmedabad and GIF T re-
gion. Major multinational com-
panies, educational institutions,
and commercial centerslocated
alongthe proposed route will di-
rectly benefit,” the statement
said. It added that the project
waslikely to create around 1,000
jobs in the construction phase
and another 250 post construc-
tion in the form of operations
and maintenance.

“This project will generate a
significant number of directem-
ployment opportunities, equiv-
alent to the number mentioned
above...Other activitieswill gen-
erate indirect employment for
even more people,” it said.

HC reserves
verdict on Rahul
pleaagainst
defamation case

Express News Service
Mumbai, February 24

THE BOMBAY High Court on
Tuesday concluded hearingand
reserved its verdict on plea by
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
challenging the defamation
case over a derogatory remark
against Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi in 2018.

The court continued the in-
terim order it had passed on
December 16, 2021, which de-
ferred proceedings before
magistrate court in Mumbai in
the case, until pronouncement
of the verdict. The court had
earlier granted reliefto the Con-
gress leader from personal ap-
pearance before the magistrate.

The complainant, BJP sup-
porter Mahesh Shrishrimal, al-
leged that the remark made
over the Rafale fighter jet deal
had “hurt the sentiments of PM
Modi's supporters”.

House panel condemns ‘unfortunate incident’ at Al event

Liz Mathew
New Delhi, February 24

WITH THE BJPscaling upits of-
fensive against Congress over its
youthwing’s ‘shirtless protest’ at
the AlImpact Summit recently,
anattemptby the ruling party to
denounce the action triggered
protests during the Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee of
Communications and Informa-
tion Technology meeting on
Tuesday, leading to voting for a
resolution, it is learnt.

The committee, however,
passed a resolution lauding the
“erand success” of the summit
and condemned the “unfortu-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

nate incident” after the propo-
sal was put to vote that the rul-
ing party won 10 against six.
Committee chairman Nishi-
kant Dubey pushed the resol-
ution lauding the government
for the “grand success” of the
summit held in New Delhi from
February 16 t020. “The summit
delivered a diplomatic declar-
ation that 91 countries and lead-
ing companies committed to
inclusive Al development. The
companies announced over
$200 billion Al investment in
India. Google, besides commit-
ting for a big data centre in
India, pledged tolay adirect sea
cable link between India and

Inadissent note, one
of the Opposition
MPsislearntto have
mentioned about
“avoidable
controversies”

the USA,” the resolution said.
While appreciating the suc-
cessful organisation of the sum-
mit, the resolution said that the
committee “condemn the un-
fortunate incident that hap-
pened on 20-2-2026 at the
venue of the India Al Summit.”
A political row erupted after

New Delhi

IYC activiststook out a shirtless
protest at the AI Summit with
the BJP alleging that the Op-
position had maligned the
country’s image at an interna-
tional event and the Congress
defended its workers, saying
protests are part of democracy.

Opposition MPs, Shafi
Parambil, S Supongmeren
Jamir and G Kumar Naik (all
Congress); Priyanka Chaturvedi
(ShivSena UBT); Saket Gokhale
(TMC); and Devesh Shakya (SP)
protested against the move to
pass the resolution, sources
said. In a dissent note, also
signed by his two party col-
leagues, given to Dubey, Param-

bil is learnt to have mentioned
about “avoidable controversies
that had overshadowed India’s
genuine potential in the global
Al landscape”. According to
sources, the Congress MPs
highlighted the showcasing of
China-manufactured robotand
foreign-made spherical ball
drone by private exhibitors,
claiming that they created ad-
verse optics.

In the just concluded Al
Summit, a private university,
Galgotias University, was asked
to vacate its booth at the Al
Expo for showcasing a China-
made robodog as its own, trig-
gering widespread criticism.
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Centretosoonroll
out HPV vaccination
driveforgirls aged 14

Every year, 1.15 crore girls who turn 14 EXPLAINED
will be eligible for single-dose vaccine

Anonna Dutt
New Delhi, February 24

THE GOVERNMENT will roll
outaspecial single-dose Human
Papillomavirus (HPV) nation-
wide vaccination campaign for
girlsaged 14 toeliminate cervical
cancer this month, sources in
the Health ministry said.

Persistent HPV infection is
known to cause nearly 85% of all
cervical cancers, the second
most common type of cancer
among women in India, affect-
ing nearly 1.25 lakh and killing
75,000 each year.

Under the campaign, girls
aged 14 willbe able tobookavac-
cination slot at their nearest
health and wellness centre using
the U-win portal — a process
similartowhat wasused for vac-
cination during the pandemic
using CoOWIN.

Every year, 1.15 crore girls
who turn 14 will be eligible for
the HPV vaccineinline with the
recommendations of the World
Health Organisation’s Strategic
Advisory Group of Experts on
immunisation.

“The decision to introduce
the vaccine at the age of 14 years
wastaken because evidence sug-

Nidhi Chhibber is a1994 batch
IAS officer

Chhibber gets
additional
charge of Niti
Aayog CEO

Express News Service
New Delhi, February 24

THE CENTRE hasgiven the ad-
ditional charge of NITI Aayog’s
Chief Executive Officer to senior
IAS officer Nidhi Chhibber “till
aregular appointment or until
further orders”. Incumbent CEO
B V R Subrahmanyam com-
pleted his tenure on Tuesday.

Chhibber, a 1994-batch IAS
officer of Chhattisgarh cadre,
currently serves as the Director
General, Development Monitor-
ingand Evaluation Office at the
NITT Aayog.

Subrahmanyam, a 1987-
batch IAS officer of Chhattis-
garh cadre, was appointed the
NITICEO on February 20,2023,
initially for a period of two years
and then he got an extension of
one year.

The NITI Aayog, a premier
government think tank, was es-
tablished by the Modi govern-
ment in 2015 after it scrapped
the erstwhile Planning
Commission.

gests it is the age at which im-
munisation results in the strong-
est and longest protection,” the
source said. Forthe vaccination
campaign to be rolled out soon,
the well-proven vaccine MSD’s
Gardasil will be used, at least for
thefirsttwoyears. “Theindigen-
ous vaccine, Cervavac, devel-
oped by the Serum Institute of
India hasnot yet been approved
by the WHO. Additionally, the ef-
ficacy of Cervavac’s single-dose
regimen has not yet been estab-
lished. A call on using this vac-
cinecanbetakenatalaterdate,”
the officials said. The doses, at
present, will come from the
GAVIvaccine alliance.

The organisation will pro-
vide India 2.6 crore doses, of
which 1 crore has already
reached India. The rest will
come in through this year and
next.

HPV vaccination using the
four most common strains
known to cause cervical cancer
hasbeen shown to prevent most
infections and thereby cancers.
Studies from Sweden and Eng-
land in 2020-21 demonstrated
thatvaccination in teenage years
could reduce the risk of cervical
cancer by over 85% at age 30.

Efficacy of Cervavac
being studied

The ICMR is still studying
the efficacy of one-dose regi-
men of SII’s indigenously
developed Cervavac, which
isyettogetthe WHO
approval. “The current vac-
cine stockislikely to last for
two years. After that, adeci-
sion may be taken to use the
indigenousvaccine, once
databecomesavailable,”
said sources. While
planningthe vaccination
campaign, with global
evidence suggestingone
dose could be as effective as
two, experts had earlier pro-
posed adelayed second dose
—tobegiventhree or five
years after the first shot —
givingtime to the company
togenerate evidence. “If the
data finds the one-dose regi-
mento be effective, then the
second dose can forgo,”
another source said. This
extended interval between
the two doses was
recommended by WHO
Strategic Advisory Group of
Expertstotide over shortage
indosesbased on findings
fromthe UK and Canada.

Nagaland doctor at
AIIMS Gorakhpur
molested, 3 arrested

Manish Sahu
Lucknow, February 24

A ROUTINE trip to the mall
turned into anightmare fora25-
year-old resident doctor from
Nagaland, working at AIIMS,
Gorakhpur, after three men on
amotorcyclefollowed herfor1.5
km — allegedly molesting and
verbally abusing her along the
way.

All three accused have been
arrested, said police.

Police said the incident took
place on Sunday evening. They
said the accused followed the
victim from the mall and alleg-
edly passed obscene remarks
before engaging in further mis-
conduct near the AIIMS en-
trance.

“Three personsareinvolved
in the case. Two of them have
been arrested and will be pro-
duced in court today. Raids are
underway to trace the third ac-
cused,” said Superintendent of
Police, Gorakhpur, Abhinav
Tyagi.

Taking serious note of the
incident, Meghalaya Chief Min-
ister Conrad K Sangma de-
manded stringent actions
against the perpetrators. “Racial
discrimination and sexual har-
assment of women from the
North East should not just be a
headline, sensationalized, for-
gotten and revived every time a
freshincidentappears. Therac-
ialand sexual abuse of aresident

Doctor of AIIMS Gorakhpur,
Uttar Pradesh, from Nagaland is
deeply shameful. Outraging a
woman’s modesty is not what a
civilized nation should tolerate.
They are your sisters and
daughters too. Urge the author-
ities to take stringent actions
against the perpetrators,” he
wrote in a post on X.

Accordingto police, the case
came to light on Monday after a
complaint was filed, following
which a police team went to
AIIMS and recorded the victim’s
statement.

Citing the woman’s com-
plaint, police said she had gone
toamall tobuy some items and
was returning to the institute
when three men on a motor-
cycle began following her.

Police said the accused alleg-
edly passed lewd remarks and
verbally abused her as she
walked back to AIIMS. The vic-
timalsoalleged that the accused
touched her inappropriately
and made obscene gestures till
she reached Gate number 2 of
AIIMS. When she raised an
alarm, the accused fled the spot
after issuing threats of dire con-
sequences. The victim reached
her hostel and told her col-
leagues about the incident, who
informed higher authorities.

Police said the accused, Suraj
Gupta (22), Amrit Vishwakarma
(21),and AdityaRao (23), areresi-
dents of neighbouring Deoria
district.

Kerala Story 2 makers present 33
conversion ‘victims’, none from state

Express News Service
New Delhi, February 24

AT A press conference in Delhi
on Monday, producer Vipul
Amrutlal Shah and director Ka-
makhya Narayan Singh un-
veiled their upcoming film,
The Kerala Story 2: Goes
Beyond. At the event, the film-
makers were joined by 33
women who said they were sur-
vivors of forced religious con-
versions and shared their
stories.

While the programme drew
attention for its strong claims,
none of the 33 women, pres-
ented as survivors, were from
Kerala or neighbouring south-
ern states.

Speaking at the event, Shah
said the new film would extend
the conversation beyond the
incidents depicted in The Ke-
rala Story, and bring attention
to what he described as a na-
tionwide problem. “I often hear
people say that love jihad and
forced conversions are not hap-
pening in India. So, we have
brought together victims from
all over the country,” he said.

“In our country, there is a
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Director of the film Kamakhya
Narayan Singh and producer
Vipul Amrutlal Shah in New
Delhion Monday.ani

narrative going on when The
Kerala Story-1 came and the
same again... Anyone can say
anything to us; we do not care,
but all such victims felt more
pain when they heard that
people were callingthem aliar.
The same thinghappened dur-
ing The Kerala Story-1, and that
time, we called 26 victims from
Kerala in Mumbai, but even

after hearing the ordeal of all
these victims, the ‘eco-systen?,,
who call them liars, did not
change their mindset,”
he added.

The women who attended
the event belonged to West
Bengal, Bihar, Rajasthan,
Jammu and Kashmir, Maha-
rashtra, Madhya Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Haryana, Delhi,
and the National Capital Re-
gion (NCR). Each of them
briefly shared their experi-
ences, recounting alleged in-
stances of being deceived, co-
erced, or pressured into
conversion and marriage.

Among those who spoke
was national-level shooter Tara
Shahdeo from Ranchi. Shahdeo
said she married amanwhoin-
itially introduced himself as
Ranjit Kohil but later disclosed
his identity as Rakibul Hasan.
Shahdeo said she managed to
escape the situation and pur-
sued legal action, resulting in
the conviction of Hasan and his
mother in October 2023.

Director Singh said the new
film aimed to give a voice to
women who felt silenced or
ignored.

PM on Israel visit from today,
strategic ties upgrade on table

Shubhajit Roy
New Delhi, February 24

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi will be travelling to Israel
on a State visit on February 25-
26 (Wednesday and Thursday),
where he will meet Israel’s
Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu in a bid to strengthen
cooperation in defence and se-
curity, trade and economy, and
innovation.

The Ministry of External Af-
fairs (MEA) announced the visit
onTuesday, even asthereisten-
sion between the US and Iran
and the Pentagon has mobilised
its military assets in the region.
Iran and the US are expected to
hold new talks in Geneva on
Thursday over Iran’s nuclear
programme.

Stating that this will be the
“second visit” of the PM to Is-
rael, the MEA said, “Duringthe
visit, the PM will meet the Prime
Minister of Israel, Benjamin
Netanyahu. The two leaders
will review the significant prog-
ress made in India-Israel Stra-
tegic Partnership, and discuss
further opportunitiesin various
areas of cooperation, including
science and technology, inno-

Modi and Netanyahu are also expected to exchange perspectives
on regional and global issues of mutual interest, the MEA said . FiLE

vation, defence and security,
agriculture, water manage-
ment, trade and economy, and
people to people exchanges.”

“The leaders are also ex-
pected to exchange perspec-
tives on regional and global is-
sues of mutual interest,” it said.

Modiwill also call onIsrael’s
President Isaac Herzog.

“This visit will reaffirm the
deep and long-standing Stra-
tegic Partnership between the
two countries and will present
an opportunity to review the
common challenges as well as
realign efforts towards achiev-
ing their shared vision for a ro-

bust partnership between two
resilient democracies,” it said.

According to sources, Modi
will be meeting Netanyahu on
Wednesday for a private dinner
and address the Israel’s parlia-
ment, Knesset.

The two leaders are ex-
pected to hold bilateral talks on
Thursday and visit the Holo-
caust memorial, Yad Vashem.
Modi will also interact with the
members of the Indian diaspora
and also visit an exhibition of
technologies and innovations
during his stay there.

Modi had last visited Israel
in July 2017

AHEAD OF CARNEY’S VISITTO INDIA
Canada moves to

revoke Tahawwur
Rana’s citizenship

Press Trust of India
Toronto, February 24

AHEAD OF Prime Minister
Mark Carney's visittoIndia, the
Canadian government is push-
ing to revoke the citizenship of
a Pakistan-born businessman,
Tahawwur Rana Hussain, ac-
cused of playingakeyroleinthe
2008 Mumbai terror attack.

Rana, 64, is a Pakistan-born
Canadian national and close as-
sociate of one of the main con-
spirators of the 2008 Mumbai
terror attacks, David Coleman
Headley, alias Daood Gilani, a
US citizen.

Documents obtained by
Global News show that immi-
gration officials have notified
Rana that they intend to strip
him of the Canadian citizenship
he acquired in 2001. He immi-
grated to Canada in 1997 and
was later convicted in the US of
plotting to attack staff at a Dan-
ish newspaper.

Rana, the mastermind be-
hind the 26/11 attack, which
killed 166 people, was extra-

dited from the United States to
Indiain April 2025 and arrested
by the NIA.

Initsdecision, Immigration,
Refugees and Citizenship Ca-
nada (IRCC) wrote that Rana's
citizenship was being revoked
not for terrorism, but rather be-
cause helied on his application
form, the report added.

When Rana applied for citi-
zenship in 2000, he claimed to
have lived in Ottawa and To-
ronto for the previous four
years, with only a six-day ab-
sence from the country, the
IRCC wrote in a report.

An RCMP investigation,
however, determined he had
actually spent almost that en-
tire time in Chicago, where he
owned several properties and
businesses, includinganimmi-
gration firm and a grocery store.

The revocation decision ac-
cused him of "a serious and de-
liberate deception”, and said his
"lack of respect for the citizen-
ship laws of Canada" had led
immigration officials to
wrongly grant him citizenship.
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Inside the tent,
with Pax Silica

S EMERGING technologies assume a central role in

powering the global economy, securingcritical mineral

supplies and strengthening advanced manufacturing

capabilities are urgent national priorities. Pax Silica, a
US-led initiative, seeks toloosen China’s stranglehold over critical
minerals, particularly rare earth elements, which are essential to
awide range ofindustries. Although Indiawasinitially excluded
when the first group of countries signed up last year in mid-De-
cember, New Delhi signed the Pax Silica declaration on the side-
lines of the Al Impact Summit on February 20.In doing so, India
formally entered an alliance of nations seeking to reduce what
the Pax Silica factsheet refers to as “coercive dependencies” in
supply chains.

Coming on the heels of a framework for a trade agreement
with the US, this marks a big step forward for Delhi-Washington
ties. Itisaccompanied by investment commitmentsby the USin
India’s Al infrastructure. According to the International Energy
Agency, China accounts for an average market share of around
70 per cent in the refining of 19 of the 20 most strategic critical
minerals, and 94 per cent of the production of rare-earth-con-
taining permanent magnets. Beijing’s grip allows it not only to
influence global prices and create bottlenecks for competitors,
but also to deploy them as leverage in negotiations. Pax Silica’s
aim, therefore, isto reduce the vulnerabilities of its member states.
The coalition could also give a boost to domestic programmes
such as IndiaAl and the National Critical Mineral Mission.

Alongside, India and the US signed the Al Opportunity Part-
nership, which will facilitate capital flows and deepen R&D col-
laboration, marking a renewal of cooperation with technology at
itscentre. The US-India relationship rests on strong foundations.
It was only logical that, once the turbulence of the Trump tariffs
receded, the underlying imperatives of security, technology,
energy and the shared objective of addressing China’s challenge
would reassert themselves. Both sides recognise the perils of not
working together. As the Al Partnership’s joint statement says:
“The two sides share the belief that a significant risk facing the
freeworld isnotthe advancement of AL, but the failure tolead it.”
New Delhi should, however, be cautious about protectingits still-
maturingsemiconductor and Al ecosystems, and ensure that the
USrole does not shape domestic rulesin ways that stifle capacity
and participation within the country.

Rajaji, the dissenter,
may not have approved

HE INSTALLATION of a bust of C Rajagopalachari

within the precincts of Rashtrapati Bhavan, Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi said in his February 22 Mann Ki

Baat,isanother stepin his government’sdrive towards
whatit has framed as decolonisation and restitution. The tribute
to Rajagopalachari is befitting. He was a freedom fighter, an ad-
ministrator, astatesman, and a principled dissenter from majori-
tarian currents. To honour him is to acknowledge the nation's
polyphonic heritage. Yet the symbolism of replacement — Rajaji’s
bust displaced that of Edwin Lutyens, the architect who designed
what was the Viceroy’s House in imperial India — opens an un-
settling question: Does decolonisation of public spaces and mem-
ory have to be about erasure?

The decolonisation debate has gained urgency in recent times.
The government has set a10-year deadline to shed what PM Modi
hastermed “gulami ki mansikta” by 2035, the bicentenary of Ma-
caulay’s 1835 education minute. From the National Education
Policy (2020) to the unveiling of a new Parliament building, the
ongoingeffortis framed asa civilisational reassertion. Butall too
often, this endeavour is made to ride a politics of erasure — the
renaming of avenues, the recasting of syllabi to exclude rather
than include, the excision of inconvenient chapters — as if the
recovery of voice and agency necessarily requires the displace-
ment or diminishment of an Other from whom history and cul-
ture need to be constantly rescued. Added to this is the bogey of
thefifth column, the “enemies within”. This zero-sum approach
does not befit the country and it does disservice to its citizens. It
narrows imaginative and intellectual horizons.

History’sburdens and inheritances are often intertwined and
the path to decolonisation has to begin with an intellectual gen-
erosity. A mature republic can hold in the same frame both the
courage of a statesman and the aesthetic bequest of a colonial
architect, whose vision, howeverimperial its patronage, isanin-
delible part of India’s urban landscape. One wonders what Raja-
gopalachari would have made of this erasure. Ashe putitina1953
speech, “Truth should not be sacrificed at the altar of other ob-
jectives. ItistothisIthinkyou give the name of cultural freedom.”
Only such capaciousness allows decolonisation to move beyond
beinga project of perpetual contestation to an acknowledgement
of the past in all its diversity and complexity.

Trump’sjoke follows
an old sexist script

HE USwomen’s hockey team dominated every match

they played at the recent Winter Olympics in Italy,

clinching the gold in a hard-fought final — only to be

reduced toasexist punchline by their President. “I must
tell you, we’re gonna have to bring the women’s team, you do
know that...IdobelieveIwould probably be impeached,” Donald
Trump could be heard saying in a viral video to the American
men’s team, which had also won a gold medal, right after he in-
vited them to the State of the Union Address. The callousness of
the framing —that the invitation to the women was a burden to
be borne —underlines sports’ persisting gender problem.

Trump’s words would perhaps have been easy to dismiss, if
notforthe raucouslaughter from hislisteners. It suggests that for
all the edifying words spoken about gender equality in sports,
women athletes continue to be afterthoughts, the plus-ones in-
vited to stand on the podium, instead of being celebrated for
claiming their space on it. The limits of merely speaking the lan-
guage of equity and inclusion are evident to anyone paying at-
tention, from the massive pay gaps and unequal investment in
infrastructure and equipment to sexualised coverage of women
athletes and the persistence of the “locker-room” culture.

The Milano Cortina Games are being celebrated as the most
gender-balanced Winter Olympics in history. Women athletes,
who represented roughly 47 per cent of the total participants,
competed in events that were as challenging as any attempted
by their male counterparts. Crude words cannot dim the shine
of their triumphs — but they do showwhat more needstobedone
to rewrite an old sexist script.

With Israel and broader Middle East, a

diplomacy less defensive, more realist

;i_—- ﬂ-i.
by I

RAJAMANDALA
BY C RAJA MOHAN

RIME MINISTER Narendra

Modi’s visit to Israel on February

25-26 marks a significant mile-

stoneintheevolution ofbilateral

relations and coincides with a
transformation in the geopolitics of the
Middle East. On both the bilateral and re-
gional fronts, the PM’s talks with Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu could
turn out to be consequential.

India’sengagement with Israel was taboo
in the early decades of post-Independence
diplomacy. It became a cautious adjunct
after the early 1990s, when Delhi established
full diplomaticrelations. It was only afterthe
Modi government took charge in 2014 that
therelationship acquired astrategic dimen-
sion. To be sure, Modi’s trip — only the sec-
ond ever by an Indian prime minister to Is-
rael — will provoke concern in parts of
Delhi’s political class. Some will argue that
Indiaisabandoningthe founding principles
of its foreign policy. A closer look at the his-
tory of India-Israel relations, however, re-
veals a far more complex trajectory.

There is no question that stronger ties
with Israel are part of the BJP’s ideology,
datingbacktothe Jana Sangh days. In 1977,
as foreign minister in the Janata Party gov-
ernment, Atal Bihari Vajpayee opened a
political channel to Israel, quietly hosting
its foreign minister, Moshe Dayan, in a se-
cretvisit to Delhi. It did not remain a secret
for long and triggered controversy. As

prime minister, Vajpayee hosted Ariel Sha-
ron for the first-ever visit by an Israeli PM
to India in 2003. Modi followed with his
path-breaking 2017 visit.

Butit would be incorrect to say Congress
was always hostile to Israel. Jawaharlal
Nehru recognised Israel early on, but held
back on establishing full relations. He
allowed Israel toopen a consulate in Mumbai
in the 1950s. Ideological antipathy to Israel
sharpened only in the Indira Gandhi years,
when Indian diplomacy embraced radical
rhetoricin the Middle East. Yet, even shedid
not askIsrael to shut its consulate.

Rajiv Gandhi revived engagement, and
Narasimha Rao normalised tiesin1992. Yet,
the Congress governments thereafter kept
the relationship discreet. The communist
parties that rail against engagement today
conveniently forget that their tallest leader,
Jyoti Basu, travelled to Israel in 2000 to es-
tablish cooperation between West Bengal
and the Jewish state. Part of the Indian am-
bivalence toward Israel is due to the huge
emotional salience of the Palestinian cause.

An Israeli diplomat in Delhi used to
quip that the Congress governments
treated Israel like a “mistress” — private en-
gagement and public distance. Modi’s 2017
visit broke that mould. The 2026 trip sig-
nals a major expansion of strategic collab-
oration — especially in security, defence,
and advanced technologies.

Modi’s visit comes as Israel faces global
criticism for its regional policies.
But that is not weighing heavily
in Delhi’s calculus. Israel today
enjoys greater room for ma-
noeuvre in the region than ever
before. Several Arab and Muslim
states have normalised ties with
Israel. Even those that haven’t —
Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, and In-
donesia — sit with Israel on Don-
ald Trump’s Board of Peace,

Modi’s visit comes as Israel
faces global criticism for its
regional policies. But thatis not
weighing heavily in Delhi’s
calculus.Israel today enjoys
greater room for manoeuvre in
the region than ever before

which is now empowered to administer
Gaza. The gulfbetween rhetorical solidar-
ity with Palestine and actual statecraft has
never been wider in the Middle East and
the Muslim world.

Meanwhile, the balance of power onthe
ground has shifted dramatically since Oc-
tober 7, 2023. The US and Israel’s attacks
against Iranian nuclear infrastructure and
the systematic degradation of Hamas and
Hezbollah — Tehran’s allies — have re-
shaped the regional balance. Iran — the
most consequential revisionist power in
the Middle East for four decades — has
been severely weakened. Its Axis of Resis-
tance against Israel hasbeen hollowed out.
Israel, by contrast, emerges militarily
dominant in the region. Tel Aviv’s in-
fluence on Washington’s Middle East pol-
icy reinforces it politically.

Amid this churn, Netanyahu has floated
anew “hexagonal” alliance. Presented as a
regional coalition against regional radical-
ism, it seeks to cover a vast swath stretching
from the Mediterranean to the Horn of Africa
and Asia. The proposal reflects Netanyahu’s
view that Indiamust play akeyrole in stabil-
ising the Middle East. For India, the idea is
attractive not as a formal alliance — which
Delhi instinctively avoids —but asan emerg-
ing framework for raising its regional profile.

Meanwhile, Iran’s weakeningin relation
to Israel has also triggered a counter-move-
mentamongsome regional states —includ-
ingSaudi Arabia, Turkey, and Qatar
—exploringa coalition to constrain
Israel. Pakistan has been drawn in.
Riyadh and Islamabad signed a
Strategic Mutual Defence Agree-
mentlastyear, treatingan attackon
one as an attack on both. Turkey
has signalled interest in joining.
Talk of an “Islamic NATO” worries
many, including India. But al-
liances of this kind have rarely en-

duredin the Middle East; what has persisted
isthe historic Anglo-American domination.
The US remains the chief arbiter of war and
peace in the Middle East.

India’s ties with Israel now sit atop a
broader transformation. Relations with the
UAE are flourishing — from energy and in-
vestments to defence manufacturing, fin-
tech, Al, and critical minerals. Economic
and military ties with Saudi Arabia have
grown. Indialaunched free trade talks with
the Gulf countries this month. India’s ties
with Israel nolonger shape the Middle East-
ern engagement with Delhi.

This has enabled India to pursue paral-
lel tracks with confidence: Supporting Pa-
lestinian statehood while engaging Israel
as a vital partner. Delhi has navigated the
competing pulls of Shia and Sunni, Arab
and Persian, Ottoman and Arab, as well as
internecine quarrels within the Arabworld.
Except with Turkey, India now maintains
productive ties with nearly all major actors
in the region.

None of this means India’s Middle East
policy hasbecome awalkin the park. There-
gion remains volatile, and conflict remains
endemic. Military tensions between the US
and Iran, Israel’s domestic political turbu-
lence, and humanitarian crises in Gaza and
elsewhere in the region will test India’s ability
tobalance principle and pragmatism.

But unlike in the past, Delhi is no longer
defensive. Today, it engages the Middle East
with greater realism. India’s growing inter-
ests — ranging from energy to expat labour
and connectivity to counter-terrorism —are
tooimportant for Delhi to engage the region
with old ideological slogans.

The writer is contributing editor on international
affairs for The Indian Express. He is associated
with the Motwani-Jadeja Institute of American
Studies, Jindal Global University, and the Council
on Strategic and Defence Studies, Delhi

Silence in ‘Boong’is not
absence, itis history

VANI TRIPATHI
TikoO

Thefilmisa
coming-of-age
story. Yet,
unlike the
urban
narratives of
ambition that
dominate
Indian screens,
thisis not
about scaling
ladders of
success. Itis
about
negotiating
belonging

N AN era when cinema often raises

its voice to be noticed, Boong arrives

like a whisper from the hills of Ma-

nipur — gentle, observant, and

quietly transformative. It does not
announce itself as a manifesto. It does not
parade its politics. And yet, in tracing the
fragile interior world of a child growing up
inIndia’sborderlands, itbecomes one of the
most radical films of recent times.

Now, the whisper has travelled far
beyond those hills. With its recognition at
the British Academy of Film and Television
Arts (BAFTA), Boong has carried the emo-
tional landscape of the Northeast onto one
of the world’s most prestigious cultural
stages. The win signals that stories rooted
in hyperlocal realities can resonate globally
without diluting their specificity. In hon-
ouring Boong, the international community
has affirmed that the margins, too, are cen-
tral to the human story.

Setagainst the textured backdrop of Ma-
nipur, Boongtransforms geography into feel-
ing. The border here is not a breaking-news
headline or a geopolitical abstraction. Itisa
lived condition. It shapes childhood, inflects
identity, and scripts aspiration. Through the
eyes of a young boy navigating friendship,
family, and uncertain dreams, the film
renders the political deeply personal.

Whatdistinguishes Boongisitsrefusal to
exoticise the Northeast. Mainstream Indian
cinema has either ignored the region or re-
duced ittoaestheticshorthand —mist-laden
mountains, insurgency, distance. Boong re-
jects spectacle. The camera lingers not on
sweeping vistas alone but on faces — on
pausesthatstretchjustalittletoolong, onsi-
lencesthat carry unspoken anxieties. It trusts
that interiority is dramatic enough.

The film is a coming-of-age story. Yet,
unlike the urban narratives of ambition that
dominate Indian screens, this is not about
scalingladders of success. It is about negoti-
atingbelonging. What does it mean to grow
upinaplace the nation scarcely sees? What
does citizenship feel like when your fea-
tures, your name, your language are rou-
tinely misrecognised? The child at the

centre of Boong does not articulate these
questions in ideological terms. He em-
bodies them. His innocence becomes the
film’s most piercing critique.

The film’s aesthetic restraint is its moral
stance. Conflict is never sensationalised.
Pain is never aestheticised for consumption.
Instead, the storytelling is patient. Scenes
unfold with an almost meditative rhythm,
allowing ambient sounds to deepen the
emotional register. Silence in Boongis notab-
sence; itis history. It carries memories of ne-
glect, of resilience, of a region negotiating its
place within the larger national imagination.

And yet, this is not a film steeped in des-
pair. There is warmth threaded through its
frames. Friendship becomes sanctuary. Play
becomes subtle resistance. Imagination be-
comesboth escape and assertion. Inits child-
centred gaze, Boong alignsitself with aglobal
cinematic tradition where children refract
adult complexities with startling clarity.

The BAFTA recognition amplifies what
the film already achieves artistically. It de-
stabilises the hierarchy of “mainstream” and
“regional”. It suggests that authenticity, not
scale, is what travels. When a film rooted in
the socio-cultural realities of Manipur stands
acknowledged onaglobal platform, it quietly
rewrites the grammar of representation. It
tellsyoung filmmakers from India’s so-called
peripheries that their stories need no trans-
lation of spirit — only integrity of vision.

When the credits roll, one feels recali-
brated. The border ceases to be a distant
line on a map; it becomes a child’s back-
yard, a mother’s worry, a friend’s laughter.
The film’s true triumph lies in its ability to
shift perception.

Boong is more than an award-winning
film. Itisan evocation of belongingin afrac-
tured world. Inits quietness lies its courage.
In its specificity lies its universality. And in
thejourney of one child, we glimpse alarger
conversation between nation and identity
— unfinished, urgent, and now, unmistak-
ably heard across the world.

The writer is a theatre actor,
filmmaker and film producer

Fouryearson, Russia-Ukraine

war has novictors

|

RAJAN KIUMA;{

What matters
for Russiais
long-term
border security
and strategic
balance. With
new territorial
acquisitions,
Russia will not
acquire the
elusive
deterrence and
security it
seeks

ever. Ithasturned into awar of attrition with little sub-

stantial gains for anyone. The war has exceeded the

duration of Russia’sinvolvement in the Great Patriotic
War (World War II), which lasted 1,417 days. Ukraine has fought
valiantly but the Trump administration is pushingittosigna hu-
miliating deal with Russia. The ongoing negotiations in Geneva
largely favour Russian terms and conditions: Captured territory
will remain with Russia, Ukraine will not be offered NATO mem-
bership, and sanctions on Russia will be lifted gradually.

Russia started the war with three primary objectives: Pro-
hibiting Ukraine from joining NATO, protecting its Russian-
speaking population in the Donbas region, and installing a fa-
vourableregime in Kyiv. Moscow expected a short war that would
force President Volodymyr Zelenskyy to surrender. But it was a
mighty miscalculation. With European backing, Ukraine con-
tinues to resist Russian advances even after four years. Moscow
might have succeeded in halting Kyiv from joining NATO, but
the fact that two neutral states, Sweden and Finland, joined the
military alliance means that Russia’s insecurity persists unabated.

For political purposes, Russia can claim victory by showcasing
the roughly 20 per cent of Ukrainian territory under its control.
Butwhat matters for Russia islong-term border security and stra-
tegic balance. With new territorial acquisitions, Russia will not
acquire the deterrence and security it seeks. Further, Russia’s
economy has been sanctioned and isolated from the West. The
normalisation of ties will take years. Europe has fared no better.
Blinded by its idealism, Europe presented it as a war between
democracy and dictatorship, expecting widespread international
support. But, barring a few states, the important countries of the
Global South declined to take sides and treated it as a European
war. They refused to condemn the Russian invasion and con-
tinued their economic ties with Moscow. Because of this support,
Russia has been able to withstand Western sanctions.

The war has had a ripple effect on geopolitics. Israel may not
have decimated Hamas and Hezbollah, and attacked Iran if Rus-
sia were not involved in a gruelling war. The Kremlin could not
save Bashar al-Assad and it appeared helpless to save Iran from
an attack by the US. It could not protect Armenia from an Azer-
baijani attack. Capturing Nicolds Maduro might not have been
possible for the US had Russia provided the necessary weapons
to Venezuela. The Global South did not proactively engage in ef-
forts to mitigate the conflict. China, India, and Brazil appeared
more concerned about maintaining their balanced ties than
brokering an honest ceasefire. However, they must realise that a
hands-off approach will not serve their interests.

EBRUARY 24 marked the fourth anniversary of the
Russia-Ukraine war, but peace remains as elusive as

The writer is professor, School of
International Studies, JNU, New Delhi

40 YEARSAGO

US asks Marcostoresign

Balbir Singh, challenging their convictions
and death sentences awarded by a
sessions court for the murder of Indira

in “fake encounters” should not be retained in
the police force. The four-member commit-

February 25,1986
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PRESIDENT RONALD Reagan has asked Presi-
dent Ferdinand Marcos of the Philippines to
— step down and allow a peaceful transition of
E,'-;,' power toanew government. For the first
m time, the US President has stated that at-
S tempts to continue the present regime
W . throughbloodshed are futile and has asked
I u" Ll cohers Marcos toresign even as the latter declared a
. ' state of emergency. President Marcos called
onallcivilians loyal to him to come to the pal-
ace with guns and defend him.

IndiraGandhimurder case

THE DELHI High Court admitted appeals
moved by Satwant Singh, Kehar Singh, and

epaper.indianexpress.com .- .

Gandbhi. A division bench comprising Jus-
tice RN Aggarwal and Justice Malik Sharif-
ud-Din directed that the appeals be heard
along with the murder references made to
the high court by the special trial judge,
Mahesh Chandra, for confirmation of the
death penalties.

FakeencountersinPunjab

ACCUSING THE law enforcement agenciesin
Punjab, including the paramilitary forces, of
indulging interrorism and lawlessness, the

Bains Committee has inits final report recom-

mended that some of the officers mentioned

New Delhi

tee, headed by Justice Ajit Singh Bains (re-
tired), was unanimous in its recommenda-
tions submitted to the government in the last
week of January.

Terroristslootarmoury

TERRORISTS LOOTED anarmoury of the Rail-
way Police and robbed a businessmanin Am-
ritsar district in the last 24 hours while the
Punjab government announced anew
scheme to combat terrorism. Four armed ter-
rorists donning police uniforms and wielding
Sten guns took the home guards by surprise
and carried away 16 rifles and about 457
rounds of ammunition.
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History will judge Putin for his
crimes. The west must continue
to stand by Kyiv.

— The Guardian

THE INDIAN EXPRESS

The Ideas Page

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25,2026

| READ. THINK.SHARE.
Scan the QR code to
explore curated

| editorials and opinions
from leading voices

9

After Al Summit, a question: Has India
chosen to be a consumer in age of creators?

MANISH TEWARI

HE INDIA Al Impact Summit

2026 wasunfortunately marred

by allegations of plagiarism,

leadingtounseemly optics. The

substance, in any case, was al-
ways achimera, adelusion erected on foun-
dations of sand. The chasm between our as-
pirational rhetoric and our investment
reality looks unbridgeable.

The Union Budget 2026’s allocation of a
mere Rs 1,000 crore for the IndiaAl Mission
is, in the context of global capital flows into
this domain, tokenism. It is a figure that
speaks not of anational mission, but of a pilot
project. Itisnoteven enough tosubsidise the
compute costs for asignificant portion of our
research community, letalone build the kind
of large-scale GPU clusters that would allow
Indian researchers to train models com-
parable to GPT-6 or Claude 4.5.

By way of comparison, China spent USD
98billion on Alin 2025 out of which the gov-
ernment spend was USD 56 billion. Five US-
based private companies — Amazon,
Google, Microsoft, Meta and Oracle — will
collectively invest USD 700 billion in 2026.
The Government of India will spend 1.2 bil-
lion over five years on its Al Mission.

The message from the finance manda-
rinsis clear: Artificial intelligence, for all the
ministerial speeches dedicated toit, remains
justanother sector, notacore strategic prior-
ity. The greatest risk we face is not an Al in-
vestment bubble, but insufficient invest-
ment, and consequently ceding the
technological future to competitors like the
US, China and Europe. Yet, our response to
thisexistential challengeisabudget thathas
been effectively halved from previous pro-
jections, amove that signalsto the world, and
more importantly, to our own innovators, a
comfortable acceptance of the slow lane.

This chronic underfunding has a corros-
ive effect that permeates the ecosystem. The
IndiaAl Mission, with its stated goal of build-
ing sovereign capabilities, findsitsambition
directly contradicted by the ground reality.

LETTERS
ToTHE EDITOR

After tariffs ruling

THE ARTICLE rightly underlines
the shift in Washington from cali-
brated unpredictability to genu-
ine instability following the
Supreme Court’s scrutiny of tariff
actions (‘Post USSC ruling, open-
ness must be India’s strategy’,
IE, February 24). When executive
trade measures face legal uncer-
tainty and potential congressional
resistance, global partners such
asIndia must reassess notintent
alone but durability of policy.
Walking away from negotiations
may unnecessarily provoke the
White House. Equally, entering
binding commitments amid
legal flux would be imprudent. A
balanced approach protects
India’sinterests.

Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

Lasting peace

THE NEAR-collapse of Left-Wing
Extremism is welcome news (‘Na-
xalism nears end, work of democ-
racy goeson’, IE, February 24). Se-
curity gains matter, but they are
only halfthe story. The red corri-
dor persisted for decades because
governance failed large sections of
tribal and forest-dwelling
communities. Surrenders and
neutralisations will not hold un-
less the state addresses what drove
recruitmentin the first place. For-
estrights, fairland acquisition,
and basic services must reach
these areasin earnest.

A Myilsami, Coimbatore

Tariff twist

THE AUTHOR gives some logical
reasons in favour of the shirtless
protest at the Al Impact Summit
by the Congress party youth wing
(‘Congress protest didn’t hurt In-
dia’simage. It sparked a conversa-
tion’, IE, February 24). But he
omits some key issues. A protest at
aneventattended by many heads
of government should be visible
and compelling, but should notbe
weird. Agitators pulling out their
T-shirts, waving them and shout-
ing slogans presented an indecent
spectacle. Congress may not have
embarrassed the nation, butit was
hardly effective.

Y G Chouksey, Pune

-------
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Nearly three out of four Indian Al deploy-
ments rely on Western proprietary models
accessed via APIs. A staggering 65 per cent
of GPU computing power among these start-
ups is dedicated to inference (using models
to complete tasks) while a paltry 21 per cent
goestoward trainingnew models. The argu-
ment that value lies in the application layer
isaconvenient rationalisation for our failure
to compete at the foundational level.

The talent pool, too, is a casualty of this
skewed investment. While MeitY mandarins
underscore that global giants are looking to
India to hire Al engineers, we must inter-
rogate the nature of thisdemand. The short-
ageisnotin machine learning theory, butin
“AlOps” —the practical, high-level expertise
required to evaluate, optimise, deploy, and
monitor complex Al systemsin production.

Our education system, starved of re-
search funding and world-class
computational infrastructure, is
producing a workforce that is
highly skilled for service roles but
ill-equipped for the frontier work of
model development. We are train-
ingtheglobal Aleconomy’s middle

The greatest risk we face is not
an Al investment bubble, but
insufficient investment, and

consequently ceding the
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petition. The Stanford HAI Global Al Power
Rankings consistently places India in the
second tier, trailing not only the US and
China but also a host of European and
Asian economies.

The World Economic Forum’s recent
ranking places useighth in Alinvestment, a
position that sounds respectable until one
comprehendsthe gulfthat separates the top
three from the rest of the pack. The rhetoric
of “Al for All” collides with the reality that
“All” includesvirtually no one when it comes
to foundational investment.

The contrast with the global front-
runners is more than a matter of scale. The
US and China are engaged in a high-stakes
competition funded by hundreds of billions
of dollars, a fact underscored by the patent
race. While NASSCOM reports that over
86,000 Al patents were filed in India be-
tween 2010 and 2025, the Forbes
analysis of the global Al patent
race clarifies the distinction: China
outpaces the US in sheer volume
of patents, but that does not equate
towinning the Al war.

Many patents are defensive, in-

management, not its C-suite. teChn()l.Oglca.l futureto cremental, or filed for taxand com-
Fiscal timidity becomes even competitors like the US, pliance reasons. The real measure
more alarming when viewed Chinaand Europe of sovereignty is the ability tobuild

through the lens of global com-

and train state-of-the-art models

on homegrown infrastructure using sover-
eign data. On that front, the Carnegie En-
dowment’s recent analysis correctly ident-
ifies the missing pieces in India’s Al puzzle:
Talent, data, and R&D funding.

The government has based its entire Al
vision on India’s rapid adoption of digital
payments. However, adoption of finished
technology is not the same as ownership of
the means of production. India’s UPI is a
world-class digital publicinfrastructure, but
itwasbuilt on top of underlying technologies
and protocols that are globally available. Al
is different. The models themselves are the
product, and the countries that control the
most advanced models will set the terms for
everyoneelse. We become the perfect market
for others’ innovations, our data and our
market size fuelling their growth while we
remain on the periphery of value creation.

So,what, then, wasthe purpose ofagrand
Al summit? Was it to provide a platform for
our start-ups to network with the Western
API providers they are already dependent
on? Was it to showcase our “vibrant eco-
system” of consumers of technology, rather
than producers? Wasit agatheringwhere the
real players — OpenAl, Anthropic, Google —
politely acknowledged our market potential
while their IP continues to form the bedrock
of our digital economy?

The summit’s real value does not lie in
the myriad photo opportunities or lofty dec-
larations, but in its potential to catalyse a
fundamental rethink of our Al fiscal strat-
egy. The potential is real; the opportunity to
build India into a global AI powerhouse
exists. The adoption of Al agentic workflows
among Indian developers showsthe hunger
and willingness to experiment. But we are
askingour start-upstorunamarathonona
diet of crumbs. The global Al race is not a
sprint; it requires sustained, massive invest-
ment in data centres, in research grants,
and in PhD programmes.

If this is not prioritised, the summit will
be remembered not as a turning point, but
as a poignant misfortune of a nation that
mistook a conference for a commitment.
The world will smile for the camera, and
quietly note that India, for all its grand am-
bitions, haschosen toremain aconsumerin
an age of creators.

The writer is a lawyer, third-term MP, and former
Union Information and Broadcasting Minister
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INDIA AND Israel are two old civilisations
that have left a significant mark in history.
Despite many centuries of foreign invasions,
both have managed to preserve theirunique
identity and cultural heritage.

The revival of our sovereignty as nation-
states in the modern era hasn’t come easily,
either. We had to overcome external and in-
ternal challenges. Both nations are in chal-
lenging neighbourhoods. Our non-belliger-
ent nature and peace-seeking has too often
been interpreted as weakness. Cross-border
terrorism, radical ideologies, cyber threats,
and asymmetric warfare are daily realities.
We had and still have to fight wars and face
constant attacks while building our econ-
omies. Therefore, we must create the robust-
nessneeded to prosper while handling con-
stant attempts at destabilisation.

Duetothese similarities and despite geo-
graphical distance, differences in size and
other gaps such as tradition and language,
India and Israel are growingcloset,
and thatisnotacoincidence.Inthe
last decade, prime ministers Nar-
endra Modi and Benjamin Netany-
ahu have been the main drivers.
Their exchange of visits back in
2017 and 2018 injected momentum
intotherelationship, mainlyinthe
fields of defence and food security.
The vast economic reforms that
both have led domestically un-
leashed a tsunami of entrepreneur-

The rediscovery of India
by Israelis and of Israel
by Indiansis aresultofa
new urgent need jointly
identified: To build resilience
in a world that is shakier
and more competitive than
ithas ever been

ial energy that led to major leaps forward in
the economies of India and Israel, which
have made our countries attractive on the
global level and bilaterally.
Ontop of these advancements, 2025 was
a transformative year for bilateral relations.
While Israel emerged triumphant from one
of the more significant war efforts in its his-
tory, India changed the rules of the game in
itsneighbourhood following Operation Sin-
door. India and Israel discovered, again, who
their trusted partners are in times of need.
This discovery has been a catalyst in the
expansion of our exchanges: Deeper cooper-
ationindefence and new dimensionsinour
cooperation, such as doubling the Indian
workforce in Israel, inviting Indian infra-
structure companies into the Israeli market
orsigningthebilateral investment treaty and
the terms of reference for a free trade agree-
ment. All of that and much more has been
achieved thanks to nine ministerial visits in
both directions and dozens of busi-
ness, cultural and academic delega-
tions duringa short period of time.
The rediscovery of India by Is-
raelisand of Israel by Indiansisare-
sult of a new urgent need jointly
identified: To build resilience in a
world that is shakier and more
competitive than it has ever been.
India and Israel are ideal
partners alsobecause of almost per-
fect complementarity of relative

India and Israel, trusted
partners in times of need

advantages. Indiaisthe fastest-growinglarge
economy inthe world, capable of scaling-up
solutions that benefit billions of people,
while Israel is the strongest innovation hub
outside the US. With the right set of policies
and agreements, India and Israel can in-
crease existing technological partnerships
throughjoint ventures, capital investments,
mergers and acquisitions, and joint R&D.

PM Modi’s upcoming visit to Israel will
realise that potential by signing new agree-
ments that expand the scope and depth of
cooperationinsensitive and emergingtech-
nologies. What India and Israel have
achieved together has created the trust that
givesourleaders the opportunity toreinvig-
orate this relationship. A special strategic
partnership that will take us where we want
tobe: Buildingjoint resilience and elevating
competitiveness by merging our efforts in
developing cutting-edge technologies.

The series of trade deals signed by India
duringthelastyearhaveimplications forthe
future of trade. Trillions of dollars’ worth of
merchandise will start moving towards West
Asia, Europe and the US. That will diversify
supply chains and create more opportunities
for regional and bilateral cooperation.

Indiaand Israel are on anew path tosuc-
cess. We are thankful to PM Modi for his
leadership and look forward to welcoming
himin Israel.

The writer is Israeliambassador to India

Lutyens of Britain

might be alien to
us, Lutyens of
Delhi is ourown
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HENEVER I meet abureaucrat from Delhi who

worksinany of Edwin Lutyens’ buildings, I ask

them what they think about Lutyens. “Iconic”

isaubiquitousresponse. Lutyens’ Central Vista

isindeed an icon for the republic — refreshed
and ritualised through the Republic Day Parade, Independence
Day decorations, and oath-taking ceremonies.

In contrastto Corbusier’sbrutalist Chandigarh —built by the
Indian government — Lutyens’ buildings resonate deeply with
Indians. And unlike architects who adore Chandigarh, peopledo
not have to be taught to admire Lutyens. The pictures of khadi-
clad crowds at the North and South blocks on August 15,1947, the
millions who visit India Gate yearly, and the charged civicdebate
around the Central Vista project, are evidence that Indians con-
sider Lutyens’ architecture as their own heritage.

Lutyens’ architecture was a deliberate exercise in creating
state legitimacy for the British —one in which he reinvented him-
self. Before being hired in 1912 to design New Delhi, Lutyens had
been practisingin Britain. Most of his buildings were private resi-
dencesin the arts and crafts tradition.

Indian presence in British politics had begun in the late 19th
centurywith Dadabhai Naoroji, and the Indian Councils Act,1892
cemented “native” power in governance. Thus, Viceroy Lord
Hardinge insisted that Lutyens incorporate local elements into
New Delhi’s design. With someinitial resistance, Lutyens agreed
and travelled to various cities, studying stupas, temples, mosques,
and tombs, and incorporated them with the Beaux-Arts-inspired
axial, symmetric layout — creating the “Delhi Order”, and in the
process inventing a new stylistic and climatic solution.

Rashtrapati Bhavan'’s classically organised composition of po-
dium, colonnades and a central dome worked seamlessly with
the Sanchi-inspired dome, chhatris, chhajjas, and jalis. India Gate
translated the European triumphal arch into an Indian war mem-
orial, using restrained classical detailing and local sandstone.

Despite being patronised by the imperial power, New Delhi’s
architecture is uniquely Indian. Lutyens’ hybrid classicism be-
came a reference style that In-
dian architects and institu-
tions had to position
themselves toward, whether
by emulation, adaptation, or,
later, by architectslike Charles
Correaand RajRewal, through
explicit post-colonial rejection.

Lutyens was also signifi-
cantinthebirth of architecture
as a profession in India. He
standardised the figure of the
architect as a private consul-
tant who practises outside the
state’s institutions but can
build public architecture, and
who is unique enough to be
authorial but agile enough to adapt to the demands of an all-
powerful client. This professional, unlike the sthapatis who gate-
kept the profession through caste before the 20th century, could
be an architect through formalised education. The New Delhi
commission, revolving around anamed architect-consultant and
large drawing offices, hence, helped legitimise the profession.

Around the time Lutyens arrived in India, a new, Western-
style professional field was already emerging. The JJ School of
Artsin Bombay created a five-year architecture diploma in 1913,
and the Indian Institute of Architects was founded in 1929 to for-
malise practice and align it with RIBA standards. But this wave
waslimited to Bombay, commissioned largely by private clients,
and never received large state commissions.

The Delhi project required systematic sketch schemes, work-
ing drawings, specifications, and bureaucratic correspondence.
This modelled the documentation, coordination, and office-
structure that would later be standard in major Indian practices
and state offices. Echoing the professional structures contem-
poraneously being taught through British-linked curricula, Lu-
tyens led a team of British architects, draughtsmen, engineers,
and contractors in clear organisational hierarchies. Many of the
architects employed by Lutyens, such as Herbert Baker and
Walter Sykes George, carried this culture into long-term practice,
transmitting a Lutyens-inflected model of form and profession
to first-generation Indian architects. They designed some of the
first modernist buildings in India. George lived the rest of hislife
here and designed Delhi’sicons such as Miranda House, the Arts
Faculty Building at the University of Delhi, and Mandi House.

The removal of Lutyens’ bust from Rashtrapati Bhavan is a
denial of history and a disservice to a professional. C Rajagopa-
lachari should not be pitted against a British professional who
created an architecture that continues to be synonymous with
the republic. Lutyens of Britain might be alien to us, but Lutyens
of Delhi is our own. We made him our own.

The writer is a PhD scholar in Architectural History and Theory at MIT

THE DISCOURSE surrounding the recent
UGC Regulations on equity in the class-
room has gone off the rails — so much so
that the agency of vocalising our pain has
also been stripped away. From public intel-
lectuals to social-media trolls, the conver-
sation across platforms appears fixated on
a single question: Who is the victim? JNU
vice-chancellor Santishree Dhulipudi Pan-
dit’s recent statements are not merely dis-
appointing but alarming, revealing how
sections of the intelligentsia can perpetuate
and justify systemic injustice. Her remarks
on the regulations, now stayed by the Su-
preme Court until further hearing, and the

Note to JNU V-C: We seek agency, not sympathy

struggle against caste discrimination shows
exactly why the guidelines are necessary.
As an alumna of the hallowed institution
she helms, it breaks my heart towitness the
erosion of decades of scholarship it has pro-
duced, and the seeming attempt todeny us
the agency to articulate and process our ex-
periences of marginalisation — and victim-
hood. Her remarks reveal a myopic under-
standing of caste. The regulations are a
powerful moral and political reminder of
the need to address India’s unfinished pro-
jectof social justice; to call it “irrational and
totally unnecessary” is outrageous.
Atarecentdinner conversation, a friend
repeatedly asserted her upper-casteidentity.
What struck me was the confidence with
which she affirmed her castelocation. It was
unselfconscious, secure, and socially vali-
dated. In that moment, I found myself con-

fronting an uncomfortable question: Why
doestheassertion “Tam aDusadh” not carry
the same effortlesslegitimacy or confidence
inmyidentity and cultural heritage? This re-
flectsabroaderissue of epistemicjustice. The
hesitationisaproduct of centuries of graded
inequality, as BR Ambedkar observed.
Speaking about discrimination in aca-
demia carries professional risks. Silence
often feels safer than dissent. Yet, the un-

Our stories of marginalisation are
appreciated and received well so
long as they can be adapted into

cinema or converted into research

grants that generate social and
cultural capital for others

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

comfortable questions that must be asked
are: Who produces knowledge in our uni-
versities? Who validates it? Our struggles
and resilience are frequently reduced to
archives of suffering. Our narratives have
largely been produced, interpreted, and
circulated by those outside these lived ex-
periences. We are often positioned as sub-
jects of study rather than authors of theory.
The cycle of knowledge production, dis-
semination, and institutional recognition
has historically excluded us as creators
while includingus as objects. Even our ac-
counts of pain and resistance are often
quoted selectively, depending on when
others choose to portray us as victims or
dismiss us as playing the victim. Our
stories of marginalisation are appreciated
and received well so long as they can be
adapted into cinema or converted into re-

New Delhi

search grants that generate social and cul-
tural capital for others. They become un-
comfortable, however, when we claim the
right and agency to tell our own stories.
When we do so, we are accused of “playing
the victimhood card”.

This brings me to a question for institu-
tional leadership: Who gets to speak about
our stories? Whose experience isrecognised
asobjective? Whose painisdeemed credible?
What we seek is not sympathy, but the right
to define our own experiences, to produce
knowledge from our social locations, and to
have that knowledge treated asintellectually
legitimate. It has taken centuries for our
voices toenter institutional spaces. Please do
nottrivialise the courage it takestouse them.

The writer is assistant professor of Sociology,
Lakshmibai College, Delhi University
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aircraft accidents,
DGCA cracks whi

Says stricter norms for non-scheduled
operators, pilots alone can’t be blamed

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, February 24

IN VIEW of the recent spurt in
accidents involving small air-
craft — mostly operated by
charter flight operators — avi-
ation safety regulator Director-
ate General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA)onTuesday announced
aslew of measuresinabidtoen-
force a “zero-tolerance policy”
on flight safety among non-
scheduled operators (NSOPs). It
stressed that the pilots’decision
todivert, delay, or cancel a flight
for safety reasons is final and
must be respected by operators,
irrespective of commercial
consequences.

The DGCA also announced
new public disclosure require-
ments for NSOPs, a public
safety ranking system,
strengthening of oversight
through intensive audits of
flight data, increased scrutiny
of maintenance records of
older planes, stricter liability
norms for the NSOPs’ manage-
ment, and sterner penalties for
pilots for violation of oper-
ational limits. The announce-
ment came after the DGCA
held a high-level meeting with
all NSOPs a day after an small
aircraft— operating as an air
ambulance — crashed in
Jharkhand, killing all seven
persons on board. The crash
came less than a month after a
chartered jet crashed in Bara-
mati, killing then Deputy CM
Ajit Pawar and four others.

NSOPs are flight service pro-
viders that provide on-demand
and non-regular air transport
services like charter flights, pri-
vate jets, and air ambulances.
Over the past few years, flight

safety in NSOP operations have
been flagged as an area of con-
cern by aviation safety experts.
Weak safety oversight, poor
maintenance, inadequate risk
assessment, and training lapses
have been cited as key reasons
behind growing number of inci-
dentsinvolvingsmaller aircraft.

“This high-level interaction
follows acomprehensive review
of accident data from the past
decade, which identifies non-
adherence to SOPs, inadequate
flight planning, and training
deficienciesasthe primary cau-
sative factors in aircraft acci-
dents. Consequently, the regu-
lator hasannounced aset of new
measures...,” the DGCA said on
Tuesday. “Inasignificant move
toward transparency, the regu-
latorisintroducingamandatory
disclosure policy. NSOP oper-
ators will be required to disclose
critical safety information on
their websites, including aircraft
age, maintenance history, and
pilot experience....”

The DGCA also announced
that it will increase random
cockpit voice recorder audits
and cross-verify flight data, fuel
records, and technical logs to
detect falsification of data. “Ac-
countable managers and senior
leadership will be held per-
sonally responsible for sys-
temic non-compliances; safety
lapses cannot simply be
blamed on pilots... Pilots found
violating Flight Duty Time
Limitations or attempting to
land below safety minima may
face licence suspensions of up
to five years. Operators failing
to meet compliance standards
will be penalised and
licenses/permits may be sus-
pended,” the DGCA said.

DGCAgrounds4

Learjetaircraftof
VSR Ventures after
audit showslapses

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, February 24

THE DGCA on Tuesday an-
nounced immediate grounding
of four aircraft operated by VSR
Ventures, the charter flight op-
erator whose Learjet 45 crashed
in Maharashtra’s Baramati on
January 28, killing the then
Deputy CM Ajit Pawar and four
others. This follows a special
audit of VSR Ventures that was
initiated after the accident; the
audit revealed various non-
compliances by VSR Ventures.
“The multi-disciplinary
audit team observed several
non-compliances of approved
procedures in the organisation
inthe area of airworthiness, air
safety, and flight operations. In
view of the non-compliances
observed and considering the
gaps in maintenance proce-
duresitisdecided toinitiate the
corrective measures by im-
mediately grounding Learjet
40/45 aircraft with registration
VT-VRA,VT-VRS, VT-VRV, and
VT-TRI till continued air-
worthiness standards are re-
stored," the DGCA stated.
According to the DGCA da-
tabase, VSR had a fleet of 17 air-
craft, including the one that
crashed in Baramati. Of these
17 planes, eight were Learjets.
“Deficiency reporting forms
have been issued to M/s VSR
Ventures Pvt Ltd in above men-
tioned areas to submit root
cause analysis on the non-com-
pliances for further assess-
ment...,” the DGCA said. It did
not detail the non-compliances
observed in the special audit.
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Police personnelinspect the wreckage of the Pawan Hans helicopter. pri

Andamans: Chopper carrying
7 crashes into sea, all rescued

Press Trust of India
Sri Vijaya Puram, February 24

A PAWAN Hans helicopter
carrying seven people, includ-
ing two crew members, crashed
into the sea just 300 metres
away fromitsscheduledlanding
at Mayabunder helipad in the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands
on Tuesday, and all of them
were rescued, officials said.

The crash occurred around
9.30 am, after the chopper took
off from Rangat in the North
and Middle Andaman district,
they said. All five passengers
and the two crew members, res-
cued from mid-sea, were ad-
mitted to a hospital, one of the
officials said.

“Thehelicopter crashed into
the sea around 9.30 am. A pre-
liminary inquiry revealed that
there was some technical snag,
and the pilot made a crash-
landing on the sea,” a senior
Civil Aviation official said.

An inquiry has been initi-
ated, he said.

"OnFebruary 24,2026, PHL
Dauphin N3 helicopter (VT
PHY) took off from Sri Vijaya
Puram (Port Blair) at around

© 8.30 am for a passenger flight

from Sri Vijaya Puram (Port
Blair) to Rangat and further to
Mayabunder.

"The helicopter landed at
Rangat helipad around 9.05
am. It further took off from
Rangat to Mayabunder at
around 9.10 am. The helicopter
ditched about 300 metres short
of Mayabunder helipad in the
sea (shallow water) at around
9.30 am," Pawan Hans Ltd, a
central public sector undertak-
ingbased in Noida, said on X.

The helicopter operator also
said all passengers and the crew
members have been "safely re-
trieved", and "PHL is actively
coordinating with all respective
agencies". A district official said
a team from the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation is ex-
pected to visit the site to inves-
tigate the helicopter crash.

“The helicopter wreckage is
still in the sea. It was left there
for investigations by the local
administration and the DGCA.
The statements of both pilots
have been taken by the police,
and further inquiry is going
on,” he said.

North and Middle Andaman
Deputy Commissioner Sushant
Padhasaid the rescue team, the

police, forest personnel and the
Coast Guard acted promptly
and rescued all seven people.

“Those who were travelling
in the helicopter are identified
asRajita Devi and her child Shi-
vansh, Kamala Chandra Das,
Shipra Saha, Nambi Amma,
and two pilots, Captain Anil
Janu and Captain TPS Gulia.
All are safe,” the DC said.

One ofthe seven people was
referred to GB Panth Hospital in
Sri Vijaya Puram for a CT scan
as she suffered head injuries,
another district official said.

“Injured passenger Rajita
Devi was taken to Sri Vijaya
Puram in a chopper from
Mayabunder around 3.20 pm
for treatment. Her child is per-
fectly fine,” he said.

Civil Aviation Director Ni-
tesh Rawat had, earlier in the
day, said all injured persons
were undergoing treatment at
Dr Rajendra Prasad Hospitalin
Mayabunder.

Andaman and Nicobar Is-
lands DGP Hargobinder Singh
Dhaliwal commended the Po-
lice Marine Force for their quick
response and rescuing all the
passengers and the crew
members from mid-sea.

~ | From Maoist bastion
~~ to‘educationcity:

Chhattisgarh plan for
Bastar in state Budget

Jayprakash S Naidu
Raipur, February 24

ABUJHMAD AND Jagargunda
in Chhattisgarh’s Bastar region,
which were known as hotbeds of
Naxalism for over four decades,
willnowbe turned into “modern
education cities” and Rs 100
crore hasbeen allocated towards
this, as per the state’s 2026-2027
Budget.

The allocation is part of the
Budget presented by Chhattis-
garh Finance Minister O P
Choudharyin Vidhan Sabhaon
Tuesday. The Rs 1.72 lakh crore
Budget is the third presented by
Choudhary. Last year’s Budget
was of Rs 1.65 crore.

The capital expenditure this
time is Rs 26,500 crore, margin-
ally up from Rs 26,341 crore last
year. The Gross State Domestic
Product (GSDP) increased by
12.4% from Rs 6,31,920 crore to
Rs 709,553 crore.

“The fiscal deficit as a per-
centage of GSDP this year is
2.87%, which is less than 2.91%
last year, with 3% being the nor-
mallimit,” said afinance depart-
ment official.

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai later elaborated
on the “Five Chief Minister
Missions” forwhich Rs100 crore
each hasbeen allocated.

Sai said, “These are CM's Al
Mission, Sports Excellence
Mission, Tourism Development
Mission, Infrastructure Mission,
Startup & NIPUN (New Age In-
dustrial Preparedness for Upskil-
ling New Generation Youth)
Mission.” Choudhary said,
“With this mission, youths will
create jobs, not only seek them.
The idea behind the mission is
focused and fast implementa-
tioninidentified sectors. Forthe
next five years, each mission will
receive a minimum of Rs 100
crore every yeat.”

This year’s Budget had a
special focus on development
activities in the Bastar region,

S ICSIC
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SALUTE THE SOLDIER

BORDER SECURITY FORCE

CONSTABLE  |Director General and all Ranks of
frw AJAY KUMAR |Border Security Force remember its
. TIWARI gallant Jawan Constable Ajay Kumar
3 20.09.1971 - |Tiwari on his Balidan Diwas. On this

y 25.02.1994

day, he made ultimate sacrifice while
fighting militants in Srinagar, J&K.

CENTRAL RESERVE POLICE FORCE

Veer Balidani Veer Balidani
Lance Naik Lance Naik
Brahmanand Basudev Sinha
Upadhyay 21 Bn - 21 Bn
01-11-1948 To - 31-12-1951 To
25-02-1988 - 4wl 25021988

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn tribute to two valiant troopers
of 21 Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice while countering an attack by
insurgents in Kalimpong, Darjeeling on 22 February 1988. #CRPF
salutes the bravehearts and pledges never to let their sacrifice go in vain.
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Veer Balidani Veer Balidani
Lance Naik Constable
Ishwar Dayal Ramesh Chander
61 Bn 61 Bn
01-07-1965 To 01-01-1975 To
J5 25-02-1995 -., 25-02-1995

DG and all Ranks of #CRPF pay solemn tribute to two valiant troopers
of 61 Bn, who made the supreme sacrifice while countering an ambush
on their patrol in Assam on 25 February 1995. #CRPF salutes the
bravehearts and pledges never to let their sacrifice go in vain.

BENGALURU SOUTH CITY CORPORATION

Office of the Executive Engineer, Traffic Engineering
and Mobility Cell, 2nd Floor, 9th Main Road,
Jayanagara 2nd Block, Bengaluru—-560011

No.: EE/TE&M Cell/BSCC/TEND/05/2025-26 Date: 24.02.2026

INVITATION FOR TENDER (IFT)

(Two Cover System) (Through GOK KPPP Portal only)
The Executive Engineer Traffic Engineering and Mobility Cell
(BSCC) invites bids through Karnataka Public Procurement
Portal from eligible licensed / registered advertisers with BSCC
/ any other Bengaluru City Corporation for assignment of
commercial advertisement rights in 2-Zones in accordance with
the Greater Bengaluru Area (Advertisement) Rules 2025.

Assignment of Commercial Advertisement
Rights in Two (2) Zones of Bengaluru South
City Corporation.

Name of
Work

The tender schedule is as mentioned below:

(1) Tender Notification No.: EE/TE&M CelllBSCC/TEND/
05/2025-26 Date: 25.02.2026. (2) Date from which bid
document is ready for download through Karnataka Public
Procurement Portal of Government of Karnataka (https://
kppp.karnataka.gov.in): 25.02.2026 from 5:30 p.m. (3) Date of
Pre-bid meeting and venue: 09.03.2026 at 3:00 p.m. Office of
the Addl. Commissioner (Advertisements), BSCC, 2nd Floor,
9th Main Road, Jayanagara 2nd Block, Bengaluru-560011.
(4) Last date for seeking clarification if any: 09.03.2026
at 11:00 a.m. (5) Last date and time for uploading of
tender in Karnataka Public Procurement Portal platform:
21.03.2026 upto 5:00 p.m. (6) Date and time of opening of
tenders: Technical bid & Technical Evaluation: 24.03.2026 at
3:00 p.m. (7) Date and time of opening of tenders:
Commercial bid of Technically qualified bidders (if possible):
Immediately after technical evaluation. (8) Contact person
for queries: Additional Commissioner (Advertisements),
Mobile: 9480056951, Email: addl.comm.rev.bscc@
gmail.com (9) Place of opening of tenders and address for
communication: Office of the Executive Engineer, Traffic
Engineering and Mobility Cell, 2nd Floor, 9th Main Road,
Jayanagara 2nd Block, Bengaluru-560011. (10) EMD
Amount: Rs. 20 Lakhs (out of which Rs. 16 Lakhs as bank
guarantee and rest of Rs. 4 Lakhs paid in KPP Portal) for
each Zone wise bid. Further details may be obtained from
the above office, during office hours or website https://kppp.
karnataka.gov.in.

Sd/- Executive Engineer, Traffic Engineering and

Mobility Cell, Bengaluru South City Corporation

Veer Balidani Veer Balidani
m | Head Constable Constable
; Prem Lal Ashok Kumar
73 Bn 73 Bn
| 25-10-1951 To 22-11-1969 To
k 25-02-1995 25-02-1995

Veer Balidani Veer Balidani

Constable Constable
Makhan Lal B. Shobran
73 Bn 73 Bn
20-02-1967 To 05-08-1972 To
25-02-1995 25-02-1995

Veer Balidani Veer Balidani

Constable - Constable /SK
Ram Singh : Ramesh
73 Bn - 73 Bn
01-07-1973 To et L 01-02-1962 To
25-02-1995 ' . 25-02-1995

| Veer Balidani Veer Balidani

Head Constable Constable
Nand Kishor ] Jagdish Prashad
119 Bn Hﬁ[ 119 Bn
10-08-1956 To bt 01-07-1967 To
25-02-1995 | AL NN 25021995

DG and all ranks of #CRPF pay solemn tribute tb.tﬁg-eight valiant troopers
of the 73 and 119 Bn who made the supreme sacrifice in an IED blast targeted
at their train by insurgents in Manipur on 25 February 1995. #CRPF salutes
the bravehearts and pledges never to let their sacrifice go in vain.
INDO-TIBETAN BORDER POLICE(ITBP)

Head Constable 25 FEBRUARY, 2026

Asha Ram ITBP salutes its braveheart Head
Vill.- Poole Gaon |Constable Asha Ram of 11th
 Distt.- Uttarkashi |Battalion, who made the supreme
(Uttarakhand) |sacrifice in the line of duty on this
day in Jammu & Kashmir in 2002.

RAJYA ANAND SANSTHAN

(An Autonomous Institution of Govt. of M.P., Anand Department)
Board Office Campus, Shivaji Nagar, Bhopal-462011

BID FOR PROCUREMENT OF COMPUTERS, LAPTOPS, PRINTERS,

SOFTWARE AND OTHER PERIPHERALS ON GeM PORTAL

Rajya Anand Sansthan invites guotations from eligible bidders
for procurement of Computers, laptops, printers, software and
other peripherals. Bidders can download the bid documents
from the website https:figem.gov.in/. The financial bid is lo
be submitted online only on GeM portal.

Please refer to Gem Bid No. - GEM/2026/B/7279980 The last
date of bid submission is 17 March 2026 At 03.00 PM.

M.P. Madhyam/124615/2026 CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

§:§1 Tamil Nadu Power Generation Corporation Ltd

Notice Inviting Tenders (E-Tendering Process)

Specification | Tender Inviting

No. Authority Name of the Work
Ennore SEZ - Establishment of Flue Gas
oT -1 CE / PROJECTS | Desulphurisation (FGD) system & its Auxiliaries for

2 x 660 MW Ennore SEZ under Single EPC basis.

For details of works / Procurement / Due date of submission / Opening, viewing and downloading of
e-tenders, please visit websites: www.tangedco.gov.in, www.tenders.tn.gov.in, www.tntenders.gov.in/nicgep/app

DIPR/1374/Tender/2026

NORTHERN RAILWAY

Applications are invited under scheme of
'One Station One Product' for setting up :

C. Total Thirteen [13) Stall at; Delhi, Delhi Cantt,, Dalhi Shahdara, Maenst City,
Shamll, Gurgaon, Meerul Cantl, Faridabad, Kuruksheira, Bahadurgarh,
Sanipat, Samalakha, Ghaziabad Raihway stations

D. Total Thirty six (36) Trolley at: Anand Vihar Terminal, Baghpat Road,
Baraut, Delhi Kishanganj, Dathi Sarairohilla, Faridabad Mew town, Garhi
harsan, Jakhal, Jind, Khekra, Mansa, Nanglod, MNarwana, Noll, Okhla,
Palam, Shakurbast, Tapsi., Tohana, Tughlakabad, VYivak Vihar, Asawali,
Ballabhgarh, Deihi Azadpur, Defhi Safadargun], Decband, Khatauli,
Mangoipur, Modmagar, Muradnagar, Mew Ghaziabad, Partapur, Sakob
Tanda, Sampla, Shivaji Bridge, Tilak Bridge Raitway Stations,

. The perocd for salting up of stallfTrolley al Delhi Jn., Kurukshelra, Subes
Mandi, Palwat, Gurgaon, & Meerut Cantl, Panipat, Narela, Badll Rohtak,
Jutana, Sampla Railway Slabons per spall will e 20 days.

- Registration fee for N3G 1, 2, 3 stations will be charged @ rate of R, 2000 for
gach gpell of thirly days and for NSG 4,5.6 (Delhi Kishangan|, Desband,
Badii, Okhla, Shamli, Tapri, Jind, Jakhal, Tohana, Mansa, Marwana, Baghpat
Road, Khekra, Mangledi, Muradnagar, Khatasli, Mearut Cantl, Julans,
sampla, Shivaji Bridge, Tilak Bridge, Ganaur, Badli, Subzi Mandi, Marela,
Tughlakabad, Fandabad New Town, Ballabhgarh. Palam,, Dalhi Safdarjung,
Partapur & Sakoti Tanda Failway Station registration fee will be charged &
rata of K5 1000 far each spell of tharty days.

. The following are the efigibility criteria for participani viz
a) Holder of ArtisansMieaver |D card Issued by Development Commisshoner
Handicraft, Development Commissioner Handloom, or by the requisiie
state/Central Government Authority
b) Indovdusl artsansiweaversicraftsmen anmlled/registered with Trbal
Cooperative  Marketing Development Federation of India. Limited
ITRIFEDVMational Handloom Development Corporation (NHDHC VEhadil
Village Indusiries Commission (KVIC Vassoclated with Social Qrganizations,
Siate Govi. bodies and associated with registered mitro enferprises on the
Udyam Portal of the Minkstry of MSME and NGOs ete.

o} Self Help Groups registared with PMEGP (Prime Ministes's Employmant
Generation Programme)

d) Marginalized orweaker sections of socsaly.

e) Mo separate logo shall be allowed

. The appiicant will bhawve (o submil am underaking fo the  Station
Superintendent indicating that no activity would b2 underizken o adversely
affectthe frain oparations, passengersafaty and image of the Rallways

. Applications should be addressed and can be submitled o Station
Superintendent at station by the appéicant till 15:00 hrs, of 070320236, which
will be opened on sama day.

= Slation Superintendent will make prionity roster of all approved participants
and priorily will be astablished through a draw of lobs conducted at tha station
inthe presence of all approved applicants by the Station Manager/Sectional
LM and nominated Fnancea repraseniabve.

. The Ope Station One Product scheme shall be govemned by Railway Board's
Commearcial Circular Mo, 12 of 2022 and 09 of 2023 raspeciivealy available at
website-www.Indianrallways. gov.in&URL:https:llindianrailways gov.in
frailwayboardiuploads/diractorateltraffic commiComm Cir
2022/0S0P%20Policy.pdf & https://indianrailways.gov.ini
railwayboard/uploads/directorate/traffic commim Cir 202
3CC%20%2009% 200202023, pdf For any queries applicant may contact
Sifaticn Superintendent os CMILO! the respectva slations,

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH A SMILE 622126

WESTERN RAILWAY

SIGNAL & TELECOM WORK

Chy. Chief Signal & Telecom. Engineer
tField) [(Const) Churchgate, Mumbai,
Western Railway, Mumbai- 400020 invitas
Tender Notice Mo, DyCSTE-C-BCT-340,
Diate 23.02.2026, Name of wark. Shilling
of exiating 5-& T gears for Infrngement
remayval, Deaign, Supply, instaliation,
Programming, Tesfing, & Commissioning
of Mew Elsctronic Interlocking [(El)
systems, Alleralion in existing Elecironic
Intertacking (El), modiication in Train
Management System (TMS)Interfacing
of El with TMS, Shifting of Auxiliary
Warning syatem, complete Indoor &
COwutdoor Signalling and Telecom Works in
connection with work of HARBOUR BG
Lina Bebwean Gaoragaon{GMM ) 1o Barivall
1BV sechon & Vasal Boad (BSR} salion
along with development of New Coaching
Terminal far Platform returning Traing of
Musmbial Division, Western Railway. NIT
Value! ¥ 00,21 38,134.01, EMD: ¥
46,60, 700/, e-Bid closing date: Ti
27032006, 15:00. e-Bid openlng date

e OTHERALLOCATIONS

® Rs 720 crore for communities
categorised as Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTG)

® Rs 4,000 crore under the Viksit
Bharat G RAM G Yojana (formerly
MNREGA) to ensure 125 days of
guaranteed employment
annuallyinrural areas

® Rs 10,000 crore under the
Krishak Unnati Yojana to promote
modern agricultural technology,
better inputs, productivity
enhancement and crop
diversification
S — |

once known asa Maoist bastion.
Two modern education cities
will be developed in Abujhmad
and Jagargunda—both areasin
the Bastar region that were
major strongholds of the
Maoists.

“The proposed education
citieswill have anintegrated sys-
tem ranging from primary
schools to higher secondary
schools, sports facilities and
roads. In addition, pre-matric
and post-matric hostels will be
constructed so that children
from remote villages can study
inasafe and supportive environ-
ment. Thisisexpected to particu-
larly benefit tribal students and
those from weaker sections. The
education citieswill alsoinclude
IT and skill development train-
ing programmes aimed at pro-
viding employment-oriented
education to local youth. This is
expected to open new avenues
for jobs and self-employment,
while also acceleratingeconomic
activities in the region,” said a
government official.

In the irrigation sector, a
major project has been an-
nounced to construct Matnar
and Deurgaon barrages on the
Indravati River at an estimated
cost of Rs 2,024 crore. This initi-
ative is expected to provide irri-
gation facilities to an additional
32,000 hectaresin the Bastar re-
gion, significantly boosting agri-
cultural productivity and sup-
porting farmers’ livelihoods.

1,500 new positions have
been created for Bastar Fighters,
aunit of the state police. With the
aim of promoting girls’ educa-
tion, preventing child marriage
and supporting higher studies
and skill development, the gov-
ernment will launch the Rani
Durgavati Scheme, where the
governmentwill pay Rs1.50lakh
to every girl from the state once
they attain 18 years of age (sub-
ject to guidelines).

The Budget will also provide
fortheestablishment of a Trans-
gender Welfare Board and a resi-
dential school for children who

13.03:2026: For furthes detals please visil
ourweabsite waw.ireps.gov.in 1162

arevisual and hearingimpaired.

Like us on ; 3 facebook comMWesternRly

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER WDSC UMRAIN
ZILA PARISHAD ALWAR

NOTICE INVITING BID
NIB NO. 04/2025-26

Bids for Construction of Bawdi renovation Anicut, Amrit Sarvor, PCD, Johad,
WHS, and CCT etc. Under MJSA 2.0 Phase Il, BLOCK Thanagazi of Estimated value
INR 144 Lacs [02 Package] are invited from interested bidders up to 6.00 PM,
26/02/2026 Other particulars of the bid may be visited on the procurement
portal https://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in/, https://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in/ of
the State.

UBN :WSC2526WSOB02908, WSC2526WSOB02909

File No. :- () 87 Date :- 13/02/2026

Raj.Samwad/C/25/21099 EXECUTIVE ENGINEER
|

AMARAVUL

||”|||V|1 ||

||‘ |"|'l IV | I'
D A ‘-l' | » A D A A D

O O
E PROCUREMENT TENDER NOTICE

1. NIT NO:119/MAU61-USIOHB(OTH)/494/2025-HB, Dt: 24.02.2026
Providing Home Automation, Additional wardrobes,
additional store room, juice counter, spiral staircase,
balcony with canopy, car parking shed, Glazed railing,
tensile roofing, heat pumps, Additional HVAC Items,
Transformers and external electrical works etc., as per the
request of AIS association for the AIS Secretary & AIS
Principal Secretary Bungalows” at Amaravati Capital City,
Rayapudi Village, Amaravati, Andhra Pradesh.

2. NIT NO:120/MAU61-USIOHB(BG)/7/2026, Dt: 24.02.2026
Construction of Club House Buildings comprising G+4 Floors
with Civil Structure, including Interiors, Furniture, MEP and
External Development Works, to AIS, Secretaries and Principal
secretaires near APCRDA Office Rayapudi, Amaravati.

3. NIT No:121/MAU61-USIOHB(BG)/6/2026 Dt: 24.02.2026
Construction of Club House Buildings comprising G+3 Floors
with Civil Structure, including Interiors, Furniture, MEP and
External Development Works, to Hon’ble MLAs & Hon’ble MLCs,
Hon’ble Ministers near APCRDA Office Rayapudi, Amaravati.

The bid can be downloaded on AP e-procurement portal from
27.02.2026 to 13.03.2026 up to 14.00 Hrs. Pre-Bid Meeting Date
05.03.2026, Due date for submission of Bid 13.03.2026 up to 15.00
Hrs, Technical bid opening 13.03.2026 @16.00Hrs. For further
details please refer to www.apeprocurement.gov.in and

www.crda.ap.gov.in Sd/- Managing Director, AGICL, Rayapudi.

44001/11/2526

'_ﬁ.ﬂ VEER SURENDRA SAI UNIVERSITY OF

TECHNOLOGY BURLA
@Ie gean A sdade Sqgeaouea

(A UGC Recognized State Government University by an Act of Assembly, Estd. -1956)
Siddhi Vihar, P.O. Engineering College, Burla, Dist: Sambalpur, Odisha, (India) -768 018

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

E-TENDER NOTICE
Mo, 60-ElsrtBKNE-Tendan? (25-2
| 3. Divigional Elecirical EngineenGengral,
(Worth Westemn -Rallway, Bikaner for &
jon behalf of the President of India,
lInviles E-tenders for the following

Do 21.02 30k

No.: VSSUT/VSSSIC/05/2026
TENDER CALL NOTICE

post/Courier services only on or before 12.03.2026 up to 4.30 PM.
accept or reject all the tenders without assigning any reason thereof.

OIPR/44001/44006/1/25-26/0002

Sealed bids, in two separate covers (technical bid and Price bid) are invited from original manufacturers/
authorized suppliers/ authorized dealers for the supply, installation, commissioning, maintenance and
demonstration of (1) Single-vessel Dip Coating System, (2) Digital Soldering Station (Temperature
controlled) for the Veer Surendra Sai Space Innovation Centre (VSSSIC)”, VSSUT, Burla,
Sambalpur, Odisha. The tenders shall reach the office of the undersigned through Speed/Registered

For more details, please visit our university website www.vssut.ac.in. The authority reserves right to

lwiork, 1. Complete details of tenders
'can be seen on Website

http:/twweireps.govin 2. Date & time
tof closing of e-tenders | 16.03,2026 &
| 15.00 hours. 3. Date & time of opening of
|e-temders | After 1500 Hrs on 16,03, 2026
{Tender MWotice MNe. | 35-EL-BKM-E-
| Tandar-25-26 Mame of work : Provision of
Al Condilloness o inng basis al
{ Divisional Hospital, Lalgarh for the penod
of 06 years over Bikaner Division,
| Approx. Costof the work : %64 42 436/
|EMDV/SD (Rupees) T 1,28 200/ Tendar
| Documents cost @ Nil

Date: 23/02/2026

Sd/-
REGISTRAR

2T 3-CR!26

New Delhi
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Centreblocks5
OTT platforms
for streaming

obscene shows

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, February 24

THE MINISTRY of Information
and Broadcasting (I&B) re-
cently ordered the blocking of
five OTT platforms for stream-
ing obscene content, The In-
dian Express has learnt.

The platforms — MoodX-
VIP, Koyal Playpro, Digi Movie-
plex, Feel and Jugnu — were
blocked by the I&B Ministry
after following due procedure,
officials said on Tuesday.

Actions to block a video
streaming platform are taken
under Section 69A of the In-
formation Technology Act,
2000, and Internet Service Pro-
viders (ISPs) are directed to re-
strict accessto these platforms.

All these OTT platforms
were learnt to have been airing
majorly obscene content, in-
cluding pornographic content.

Last year, the I&B ministry
had directed intermediaries to
disable publicaccessto25 OTT
platforms, including common
names like Ullu, ALTT, and

Desiflix.
Ullu and ALTT have come
under the government’s

scanner multiple times in the
past before their blocking was
ordered by the government last
year. In July and August 2024,
references received from the
National Commission on Pro-
tection of Child Rights
(NCPCR) had flagged the
obscene content streamed by
both platforms.

Kashmiristudents
allege lack of food
forIftar atvarsity;
V-Cstepsdown

Express News Service
Ludhiana, February 24

THE CHANCELLOR cum
Chairman of the CT University,
Charanjit Singh Channi, on
Tuesday confirmed the Vice-
Chancellor’s resignation fol-
lowing misbehaviour allega-
tions by a group of Kashmiri
students over requests for
‘sehri’ and ‘iftar’ arrangements
on Monday.

Channi said the private uni-
versity has also initiated an in-
ternal probe into the matter
while the situation is being
monitored by local authorities.

The students claimed that
they requested for ‘sehri’ and
‘iftar’ arrangements tobe made
in the university mess amid the
ongoing month of Ramzan.
However, they alleged that V-C
Nitin Tandon “abused them
and passed derogatory com-
ments” and threatened to can-
cel their admissions.

Channitold TheIndian Ex-
press, “The V-Cwas asked tore-
signand he hasdoneso. Restall
is a matter of enquiry...”

Iltija Mufti, daughter of
former J&K CM Mehbooba
Mulfti, tagged the Punjab CM
and posted on X: “Dear Bhag-
want Mann ji, do you endorse
the Vice-Chancellor of CT Uni-
versity Punjab abusing and bul-
lying Kashmiri Muslim stu-
dents only because they
requested food for Iftari and
Sehri since it’s Ramzan?
Shocked that assaulting Kash-
miris has been normalised
even in a state like Punjab. We
request strict action against the
Vice-Chancellor...”

To deportforeign drug dealers fast, ==

MHA for swift action on petty cases

Mahender Singh Manral
ONew Delhi, February 24

TO PREVENT prolonged stays
of foreign nationals due tolegal
delays, the Centre is learnt to
have asked all law enforcement
agenciesto expedite the deport-
ation of foreigners booked in
drug cases by enabling the
withdrawal of prosecution in
suitable cases.

Following the directions of
the Union Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) and the Nar-
cotics Control Bureau (NCB),
police across states have started
compilinglists of such individ-
uals and submitting applica-
tions to withdraw cases.

The fresh directive was is-
sued recently, two months after
the MHA issued guidelines di-
recting law enforcement
agencies to deport those con-
victed of petty offences im-
mediately upon completing
their sentences or paying fines.
Ifafineremainsunpaid, thein-
dividual should be deported
and blacklisted according to
MHA'’s prevailing guidelines,
sources told The Indian Ex-
press.

According to the communi-

cation sent by Sanjeev Kumar
Yadav, Deputy Commissioner
of Police (Anti Narcotics Task
Force of Crime Branch), on Feb-
ruary 5 to all DCPs in the Delhi
Police, the Immigration and
Foreigners Act, 2025, which
came into force from Septem-
ber 1, 2025, can be an effective
tool to deal with such foreign
offenders.

“It also provides for com-
pounding certain offences
committed under this Act, be-
fore or during trial by the noti-
fied officers, so that it becomes
possible to deport a foreigner
found without a valid passport
or visa, instead of engaging in
long drawn-out prosecution
proceedings. It would be appro-
priate to mention here that dis-
trict SP/DCP have been notified
as Registration officer in pur-
suance of clause (r) of Section 2
of the Act to exercise power
under the Act within their dis-
tricts,” Yadav said.

“...Asmany accused are on-
going trial proceeding to pro-
long their stay in India and
usingjails to form drug traffick-
ing networks, MHA has issued
astandard operating procedure
(SOP) on withdrawal from pros-

The Narcotics
Control Bureauinits
annualreportsaid
that 660 foreign
nationals were
arrested across
India on charges of
drugtraffickingin
2024, with Nepalese
(203), Nigerians
(106), Myanmarese
(25), Bangladeshis
(18), Ivorians (14)
and Ghanaians (13),
toppingthelist

ecution in cases filed against
foreign nationals to facilitate
their deportation, to address
the issue, the States can make
use of SOP for initiating appro-
priate action for withdrawal of
prosecution against foreign
drug offenders in appropriate
cases for the purpose of their
early deportation,” he said.

Asource said all the officers
in the Delhi Police have been
asked to look for low-quantity
drug peddling cases.

The Narcotics Control
Bureausaid inits annual report
that 660 foreign nationals were
arrested across India on charges
of drugtraffickingin 2024, with
Nepalese (203), Nigerians (106),
Myanmarese (25), Bangladeshis
(18), Ivorians (14) and Gha-
naians (13), topping the list.

The directive communi-
cated by MHA to additional
chief'secretaries (Home), DGPs,
and principal secretaries of all
states and Union Territories
specifies that offences punish-
able by nominal fines or short
imprisonment terms warrant
swift deportation to the native
country, a source said.

The move addresses
multiple references received by
MHA’s Foreigners Division re-
garding visa approvals for for-
eign nationals entangled in
criminal proceedings. These in-
clude individuals released on
bail whose presence isrequired
for court appearances, or cases
in which applications under
Section 360 of the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS), pertaining to withdra-
wal from prosecution, have
been filed.

A Standard Operating

Procedure (SOP), was issued in
connection with the foreign na-
tionals against whom an of-
fence has been registered and
he would be required in India
duringinvestigation, trial or till
the consent of the trial court
concerned is obtained for with-
drawal from prosecution under
Section 360 of BNSS. “A foreign
national may require a visa for
their stay in the country...and it
is also necessary to keep a rec-
ord of such foreign nationals
and track their movements,” an
official said.

This SOP also covers all
such cases where the foreign
national is on bail and the case
is under trial, cases where the
investigation of the registered
case of a serious offences is on
against the foreigner for their
involvement, those where an
application has been filed for
withdrawal from prosecution,
where the prosecuting agency
has filed appeal against the
orders of trial/acquittal court,
and cases where the Supreme
Court, High Court o the trial
court, specifically orders for
grant of visa to the foreign na-
tionals to stay in India for com-
pleting of legal proceedings.

SERIAL DROUGHTS, MINING EXPANSION, CONSTRUCTION OF RESERVOIRS AMONG TRIGGERS

As forests shrink and herds grow, central
India’s ]umbo CrisiSis prlmed to spiral

Jay Mazoomdaar
New Delhi, February 24

ELEPHANT ATTACKS killed
eight peopleinJharkhand’s Ha-
zaribagh district and one in West
Bengal’s Paschim Medinipur
district last week. In neighbour-
ing Odisha, three women were
killed inatusker attackin Dhen-
kanal the previous week. The at-
tacks followed nearly two dozen
deaths in West Singhbhum dis-
trict in Jharkhand, prompting
authorities to declare an “ele-
phant emergency” last month.

These incidents are part of a
wider pattern. Fewer than 8% of
India’s 22,446 elephants—spread
acrosssix states —are responsible
for nearly half of all human-ele-
phant conflict casualties nation-
wide. Most belong to nomadic
herds displaced from shrinking
forest habitats and forced into
croplands.

In fact, four of the new ‘ele-
phant’ areas, located across cen-
tral India—south Bengal, Chhat-
tisgarh, Madhya Pradesh and
Maharashtra — had negligible
elephant presence till herds
from the other two states, Jhark-
hand (then south Bihar) and
Odisha, started moving in
around the mid-1980s. What
forced these now ‘stateless’ ele-
phants out were a combination
of natural and manmade
triggers: serial droughts, rapid
expansion of mining, and con-
struction of reservoirs in south
Bihar and Odisha. The outcome
is that hundreds of elephants
now depend solely or primarily
on raiding agricultural fields,
where they must compete with
desperate farmers.

Last year, the government’s
elephant population report re-
corded that the central Indian

The elephant population in the forests exceeds what these heavily
degraded habitats can sustain. FiLe

landscape is fragmented due to
“unmitigated miningand linear
infrastructure construction” etc,
which has pushed elephants to
new areas, “resulting in escalat-
ing conflicts with humans”.

Thisdeadly phase of human-
elephant conflict, experts warn,
islikely to intensify.

Even as high-nutrient crops
are boosting breeding in the
crop-dependent herds, leading
to a surge in numbers, the ele-
phant population in the forests
exceeds what these heavily de-
graded habitats can sustain.

“Most herds of habituated
crop-raiders have multiple
calves. These new generations
will have no memory of natural
foraging. Nobody knows if they
will stop visiting croplands if
they come across good forest
habitats tomorrow,” says ecolo-
gist Raman Sukumar of the In-
dian Institute of Science (IISc),
who has worked extensively on
Asian elephants.

Agrees Bivash Pandav, asen-
ior scientist at the Wildlife Insti-
tute of India (WII): “Even with a
focused policy, any habitat res-
toration programme takes 20-
40 years to make an impact...”

Annual to-and-fro move-

ments between forests depend-
ingonseasonal needsis natural,
what biologists describe as mi-
gration of wildlife. Most ele-
phant herdsinIndia used to mi-
grate locally, driven by rainfall
and foraging requirements.
However, beginning the 1980s,
herds of central India were in-
creasingly denied accesstotheir
traditional migratory routes.
Oneofthetriggerswasthe se-
vere drought caused by one of
the 20th century’s most intense
ElNino events in 1982-1983 and
1986-1987. Around the same
time, iron ore mines expanded
rapidly in Bihar's Singhbhum
(Saranda) and Odisha’s Keonjhar
and Sundargarh forests. Mean-
while, a series of reservoirsinthe
Mahanadi and Brahmani river
basins drowned vast stretches of
quality riverine forests.
Thefirst major movement of
desperate herds was eastward.
In 1986, a few elephants from
Jharkhand’s Dalma spent
around two weeks in Bengal.
The next year, a SO-strong herd
stayed through the winter sea-
son. As villages in Bankura and
Purulia suffered routine crop
raids, the watershed momentar-
rived in 1993 when more than 60
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elephants travelled nearly 400
km, reaching the outskirts of
Kolkata. Conflict peaked in
2010s as more and more ele-
phantsstarted enteringthrough
the Singhbhum-Jhargram-
Bankura-Purulia route from
Jharkhand, and also through
Kharagpur-Nayagram forests of
Paschim Medinipur from
Odisha, to stay put for longer
periods. Now, a 200-strong
population of crop-dependent
elephants is spread across the
Jangalmahallandscapein south
Bengal. “The fragmented forests
here are mostly monocultures,
interspersed with farmlands.
The Forest Department is regen-
eratingelephant fodder through
joint forest management. Early
results are good, but this can
make a real difference only in
the long term. For now, more
than 200 elephants are feeding
on crops,” says conservation bi-
ologist Samya Basu, who has
worked on elephants in south
Bengal.

Meanwhile, inthe1990s, ele-
phants from Odisha’s Sundar-
garh showed early signs of sea-
sonal use of Chhattisgarh’s
Surguja and Surajpur forests,
and started raiding farmlands.
Next, herds from mine-ravaged

L
Chhattisgarh—

Keonjhar forests of Odisha were
pushed out to Chhattisgarh's
north Jashpur. By mid-2000, as
coal minesexpanded in Odisha’s
Talcher, Jharsuguda and Sun-
dargarh, herds stopped return-
ing and started breeding in
Chhattisgarh. Around thistime,
elephants from southern Jhark-
hand also entered Chhattisgarh
and moved toRaigarh and Dha-
ramjaigarh forests.

Over time, more than SO ele-
phants started using Taimur
Pingla forestsin Surajpur district
as a permanent refuge. Then
inter-state dispersal began to-
wardsthe Hasdeo Arand forests,
where conflict escalated during
2010-2025. Butlike Bengal’s Jan-
galmahal, the Surajpur patch
cannot sustain elephants, and
the herds continue to raid crops
in the surrounding villages.

In mid-2000, around the
time a herd moved to Hasdeo
Arand from northern Chhattis-
garh, others ventured out to
Madhya Pradesh towards Sidhi,
Shahdol and Anuppur during
Crop season.

By 2010, elephants from
southern Chhattisgarh’s Bastar
division becameregular visitors
to Maharashtra’s Gadchiroli.

Says a senior forest officer
who served in one of Chhattis-
garh’s mostacute conflict zones:
“There is no easy answer to the
questions we face. How will the
farmer survive total loss of har-
vest? What will these elephants
eat if they don’t get access to
farmland? And howlongcanwe
stave them off anyway?”

Sukumar calls for multi-
state, landscape-level studies.
“Habitat restoration is key...For
that, we need an honest policy
onhow much space weare going
to save for the species.”

FULL REPORT ON WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

CASSAVA, A GLUTEN-FREE AND CLIMATE-RESILIENT TUBER, IS WIDELY GROWN IN SOUTHERN STATES SUCH AS KERALA AND TAMIL NADU

Cassava harvestinJ alandhar signals a shift beyond paddy

Anju Agnihotri Chaba
Malsian (Jalandhar),
February 24

JALANDHAR WITNESSED an
unusual agricultural moment
on Monday as farmers gath-
ered in Malsian village to har-
vest a crop rarely seen in Pun-
jab’s fields. Instead of the
familiar paddy or wheat, thick
cassava tubers were pulled out
from neatly raised ridges on a
three-acre experimental plot,
drawing curiosity and cautious
optimism. The successful har-
vest of this tropical crop
marked what many described
as a decisive step towards crop
diversification in the state.
The initiative was spear-

headed by former Punjab min-
ister and Congress MLA Rana
Gurjit Singh along with his son
RanaInder Pratap Singh, MLA
from Sultanpur Lodhi in Ka-
purthala district. The experi-
mental cultivation was carried
out in the fields of Congress
MLA Hedev Singh Laddi She-
rowalia in Malsian village.

Cassava, a gluten-free and
climate-resilient tuber, is
widely grown in southern
states such as Kerala and Tamil
Nadu. Originally native to
South America, it later spread
across Africa, which today ac-
counts for nearly 50% of global
cassava production, and event-
ually became a major crop in
South India.

At Malsian village on Monday. exPress

A large number of farmers
gathered at the site to witness
the results of the experiment.
Dr M Neduchezhiyan, Princi-

pal Scientist and Head, Re-
gional Centre of the ICAR-
Central Tuber Crops Research
Institute, Bhubaneswar, who
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was present during the harvest,
said introducing cassava to
North India had been a long-
cherished goal.

“I had been attempting for
nearly 15 years to introduce
cassava in North India but
could not succeed until Rana
Inder Pratap Singh approached
me with a concrete plan,” he
said. He explained that Pun-
jab’s climate is suitable if the
cropissowninthe first week of
March, when temperatures are
around 28 XC. The crop
requires warm weather during
early growth and cooler tem-
peratures at maturity, making
it possible to harvest by the end
of December, January or Feb-
ruary under Punjab condi-

tions. In North India, cassava
becomes a 10-month crop,
whereas in South India it can
be grown almost year-round
and harvested within seven to
eleven months.

“Cassava requires nearly
one-tenth the water used for
paddy, making it astrong alter-
native amid Punjab’s water cri-
sis. The first two months are
crucial for irrigation, but later
the crop needs only soil moist-
ure. Itis highly climate-resilient
and can tolerate dry condi-
tions. Even after maturity,
tubers can remain in the soil
without rotting, allowing
farmers flexibility to harvest
when market rates are favour-
able,” he said.

New Delhi

IAF’s heavy-lift Chinook helicopter during Exercise Vayu Shakti-26,
at Chandan Field Firing Range, in Jaisalmer on Tuesday. pri

RAJASTHAN

Indian Air Force conducts full dress

rehearsal of exercise “Vayu Shakti’

THE INDIAN Air Force on Tuesday conducted a full dress
rehearsal of Exercise “Vayu Shakti’, a firepower demonstra-
tion, atthe Pokhran Field Firing Range in the Thar desert of
western Rajasthan.The rehearsal, which showcased coordi-
nated day-to-dusk-to-night operations, was conducted
ahead of the main event scheduled for February 27.Fighter
jets, transport aircraft and helicopters carried out simulated
strikes on designated targets in a near-realistic combat
scenario. However, Tejas fighter jet did not take partin the
rehearsal following reports of technical issue.Sukhoi-30
MKI aircraft targeted enemy runways and positions, while
MiG-29jets struck asimulated convoy of tanks. PTI

KERALA

Govtrelaxes
age limits for
PSCjobs

THE KERALA Cabineton
Tuesdayincreased the
upper age limit to apply for
state public service
commission jobs from 36 to
40 for candidatesin the
general category.
Italsodecided toacceptin
principle and publish the
report of the Justice JB
Koshy Commission, which
looked intoissues of the
Christian communityinthe
state. ENS

BIHAR

Fourdeadin
road accident
in Bhagalpur

FOUR PEOPLE, includinga
6-year-old boy, died and 11
otherswereinjured in an
accidentinvolvingabus, a
small commercial vehicle
and an e-rickshaw in Bihar's
Bhagalpur district on Tues-
day evening, officials

said. The accident occurred
near Bagri Pulin the Jhan-
dapur Police Station area of
Naugachia subdivisionin
the district, said a police of-
ficer. PTI

‘No legal right’: SC for
rehabilitating Haldwani
railway land occupants
under PM Awas Yojana

Express News Service
New Delhi, February 24

THE SUPREME Court on Tues-
day said that the land in Hald-
wani sought tobe cleared of en-
croachments indeed belonged
to the Railways, and asked the
Uttarakhand Legal Services
Authority to hold a camp so
that the families facing eviction
can apply for rehabilitation
under the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana (PMAY).

A bench of CJI Surya Kant
and Justices Joymalya Bagchi
and Vipul M Pancholi said
those who had encroached
upon the land have no right to
demand to be rehabilitated
there itself.

“Why to insist for them to
stay there when there can be
another place with better
amenities. For any ambitious
project, there is vacant space
needed on both sides. The
people staying there cannot
dictate where railway should
lay line etc.,” CJI Kant said.

Jastice Bagchisaid theland
belongs to the State and it is
prerogative of the State to de-
cide how to use it. “The only
thing is they have been staying
there and now theissueiswhen
they are asked to leave, they be

given some cushion. Our prima
facie view is that it is more of a
privilege and less of aright,” he
said.

The court said it is unsafe
for people to stay near railway
lines, and suggested that they
move to a safer place.

Additional Solicitor General
Aishwarya Bhati, appearing for
the Railways, said that they can
be accommodated under the
PMAY. The bench then directed
that they be given application
formstoapply under PMAY. “In
order to facilitate the applica-
tion, we direct the member sec-
retary of the State Legal Ser-
vices Authority to hold with
them a rehabilitation camp at
the site and ensure that every
head of the family is persuaded
toapply under the Awas Yojna,”
the bench said.

The court further asked the
District Collector to determine
the family-wise eligibility of the
applicants and submit a report
to it. The court was hearing an
appeal against the December 22,
2022, order of the Uttarakhand
High Court to evict those living
on railway land. It had said that
they cannot be uprooted over-
night and some rehabilitation
scheme is necessary for those
claiminglegal rightson theland.

Gujarat ex-DGP acquitted
in ‘custodial torture’ case

Aditi Raja
Vadodara, February 24

FORMER DGP Shabbir Khand-
wawala, 76, was on Tuesday ac-
quitted in a case of custodial
torture going back 50 years by
the Gujarat High Court on the
grounds that the prosecution
had “failed to establish beyond
reasonable doubt” the bodily
injury to the complainant was
inflicted in police custody.
Ina164-pagejudgment de-
livered Tuesday, Justice Gita
Gopi of the Gujarat HC set
aside the 2003 judgment that
had convicted the 1973-batch
IPS officer to five years of rigor-
ousimprisonment handed out
by the Additional Sessions
Judge of the Fifth Fast Track

. Court in Junagadh, holding

thatitwas "erroneous and fails
in merit". The government's
appeal seeking enhancement
of the sentence was also dis-
missed. The trial was carried
out on a complaint by one
MeragHaja, who alleged hewas
tortured in custody to "extracta
confession" that led to him
being permanently maimed.

Khandwawala, who went
onto head the Anti-Corruption
Unit of the BCCI, told The In-
dian Express that the acquittal
had provided him “great relief™.

Khandwawalawas posted as
SP, Junagadh and was investi-
gating the murder of the Por-
bandar Municipality president
Dhanji Kotiyawala when he
conducted acombing operation
in the house of Merag Hajawho
was treated as a suspect.
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BANGLADESH'S NEW GOVERNMENT

TARIQUE’S

TEST

After the chaos of the last couple of years,
Bangladesh has a new government led by the
BNP’s Tarique Rahman. SHUBHAJIT ROY looks
for signs of a new spring and warnings from past
seasons —in the post-victory celebrations, in the
chatter at cafes, on the campus of Dhaka
University, in an impromptu jamming session

by theroadside

ETRES AWAY from the
February 13 celebrations
outside the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) of-
fice in Dhaka’s posh Gul-
shan-2 neighbourhood, at a coffee shop in
Shahabuddin Ahmed Park, youngwomen
and men sit by its tall glass windows, chat-
ting. It’s Basanta Utsab, the spring festival,
and many of the women are in yellow saris;
one has a bouquet of sunflowers to match.
For Bangladesh, this is a new season, a
new spring. After a violent youth-led upris-
ing that ended two decades of Awami
League (AL) rule and an interim govern-
ment led by Mohammad Yunus, Bangla-
desh findsitself at another crossroad. This
time, it has a new leader, the 60-year-old
Rahman, who returned from London days
before his mother Khaleda Zia’s death to
take over the reins of the BNP and return
the party to power after 20 years.

other side, their credibility diminished by
power and pelf. “The student leaders were
seen enjoying luxurious lifestyles, driving
fancy cars, dining in hotels. Their income
taxreturnsin the election affidavits showed
income not commensurate with their in-
come. That raised questions about the in-
tegrity,” says writer-historian Altaf Parvez.

If the student-led movement fell as
spectacularly as it rose, the Jamaat’s rise,
on the other hand, has been gradual as it
was targeted by the Hasina government
over 17 years.

Hasina may have unwittingly paved the
way for the Jamaat’s rise when, in 2017, her
government recognised madrasa qualifi-
cations for university admission, paving
the way for many madrasa students to pur-
sue higher education, including at univer-
sities in Dhaka and other cities. Dhaka uni-
versity officials say more than 50 per cent
higher education students are now from

Rahman and the BNP’s madrasas. Not surprising
decisive victory — the party then, they say, that the Ja-
won 209 seats in the 300- On campuses and maat won the late 2025 uni-
member parliament — thestreets Of versity elections.
couldn’t have come at a Dhaka, veils are The win was a boost for
better time for Bangladesh. . o “rq s the party, which anyway
The political instability had more Vl:Slble. Itis had a presence among the
continued through the18 M1y choicethat1 youth. Its members often
months of Yunus'sinterim  domn’t wear a hijab, helpstudentswithscholar-
term and the country’s re- ; D ships, paying for their tu-
lationship with India had a;: d.m)t’il’lfnlf S ition fees and taking care of
nosedived. As he began, choiwcetna ”S € their accommodation. “Ja-
Rahman hittherightnotes, WeArs ONe,” SAys maat’s politics is seen as
invitingIndianPrimeMin- Nahida, a Dhaka welfare-oriented, and that’s
ister Narendra Modi to his University student how they campaigned,”

swearing-in ceremony and
talking of a new beginning
for Bangladesh.

Yet, Rahman’s real test begins now, and
depends on how he navigates the compet-
ing pulls and pressures within his party,
government and country.

His opposition: A rising Jamaat

As the results poured in, the one tally
Rahman would have keenly watched, apart
from his BNP’s, is the Jamaat-e-Islami’s.

With 68 seats, the Islamist party
emerged as a distant second to the BNP, but
Rahman would know that there’s more to
that number than meets the eye. Up from
18 seats in 1991, the Jamaat’s performance
was powered by gains in the north and
south-west — areas along the India-Bang-
ladesh border adjoining West Bengal —but
the party would be especially happy with
Dhaka. Of the 15 seats in the capital region,
Jamaat won 6, and one in alliance, thus win-
ning almost half of Dhaka. Since the 1990s,
Dhaka has always been a bellwether of the
country’s voting behaviour. The party that
wins the majority in national elections has
usually got all or 90 per cent of the seats in
Dhaka. Not this time for the BNP.

The Jamaat’s youth wing, Islami
Chhatra Shibir, won the university elections
held late in 2025, with the BNP’s youth wing
a distant second. The National Citizens’
Party (NCP), astudent-led party born out of
the protests, ended up third on most seats.
The NCP managed to win only six seats in
the recent national elections, that too in a
tie-up with the Jamaat-e-Islami.

It’s a dramatic fall for the youth move-
ment that captured the imagination of the
nation merely 18 months ago, when its pro-
tests toppled the Hasina government. But
soon after, some of the student leaders be-
came part of the interim government and,
many say, soon found themselves on the

says Zillur Rahman, presi-
dent of the think-tank,
Centre of Governance Studies.

The Jamaat’s rise, amidst the Hasina
government’s crackdown on the party, has
sharpened the politics of identity among
the youth.

On campuses and the streets of Dhaka,
veils and headscarves are more visible than
ever. “It is my choice that I don’t wear a
hijab, and it is my friend’s choice that she
wears one,” says Nahida, a history student
at Dhaka University, as she sits with her
friends at the iconic Modhur canteen, the
site of the 1971 student protests against Pak-
istan’s Op Searchlight.

Intheshadows: Team Hasina

Writer Mohiuddin Ahmed saysthateven
in 1970, the Jamaat got about 10 per cent of
the votes cast, but its electoral success is a
“new phenomenon”, made possible by the
absence of the AL in the recent elections.

Analysts say the Jamaat may have
peaked, and that it won’t be able to grow any
furtherifthe AL makesacomeback. Notan
impossible proposition given the unpre-
dictable nature of politics, observers say.

Jalal Uddin Sikder, an Associate Profes-
sor of Political Science at North South Uni-
versity, says, “AL can and should be revived
for the sake of inclusive politics, but that
has to be done without Hasina.”

Since the fall of the Hasina government,
ALleaders have been at the receivingend of
violence and harassment, with a report by
newsagency Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha
sayingthatwithin ayear ofthe Yunus-ledin-
terim government, over 700 cases of murder
or attempt to murderwere filed against more
than 5,000 ministers, MPs and senior offi-
cials across 50 police stations in Dhaka.

Lawyers appearing in some of these
cases say many are instances of “political

» ¢

vendetta”. “Many AL supporters or leaders

(Clockwise from
top, left):
Outside Tarique
Rahman’s office
in Dhaka’s
Gulshan
locality; an
Obama-esque
poster of
Rahman; the
iconic Modhur
canteen at
Dhaka
University; the
900-year-old
Dhakeshwari
templein
Dhaka.
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were not involved in the shooting of stu-
dents and protesters; some were not even
in the country or at the spot where the
shootings took place. So many have been
charged with false cases toimplicate them
while unfortunately many of the AL leaders
and workers and police involved are sitting
comfortably abroad, engaged in wholesale
denial of the atrocities they carried out,”
says Sara Hossain, Senior Advocate in the
Bangladesh Supreme Court.

With Hasina, her sister Rehana and key
ministers of the party having sought politi-
cal asylum abroad, those who stayed onin
the country are bitter about havingto fend
for themselves. Across the country, AL of-
fices are shut, with some used as godowns
and toilets.

Speaking from a hideout inside Bangla-
desh, an AL leader says what hasworsened
their situation is that Hasina has not ex-
pressed regret or apologised for the shoot-
ing of about 1,400 youngsters during the
protests. “That puts us at risk. Those sitting
in Kolkata and Delhi can say what they
want, but we have to face the music back
home,” he says.

There is a sense among many party
leaders that the only way the party can sur-
viveisif Hasina “apologises” and then nomi-
natesan “interimleadership” in Bangladesh
that can continue to project the party’s pol-
icies. They say that the few AL leaders who
continue to have adegree of acceptanceand
credibility can be asked to step up and lead
the beleaguered party. “But they need
Hasina’s blessings,” says a local leader.

BNP’srise and win

With the AL out of the picture for now
and the Jamaat snappingat his heels, Rah-
man will have towalk a thin line. If he gov-
erns by retribution, the kind that Bangla-
desh’s two most political dynasties have
always engaged in, his promise of offering
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anew start to the country will sputter even
before he begins. And if he governs by rec-
onciliation, he risks alienating his base.

Allbets are off on which of the two paths
the first-time parliamentarian will choose.

So far, Rahman has shown restraint in
hislanguage against the AL and India, de-
spite the mood on the ground.

His personal style, too, has been a de-
parture from the past. While the grammar
of speeches made by Bangladesh’s leaders
still carry Sheikh Mujib’s imprint — the
raised index finger, the stern, admonitory
tone —the BNPleader has adifferent style,
says Jyoti Rahman, political analyst and
executive editor of Counterpoint Bangla-
desh, a news portal.

“He is more conversational and adopts
amore town-hall meeting style. We can see
he hasbeen influenced by the British politi-
cal campaigningstyle, which has resonated
with the youth here. So he has successfully
broken out of Mujib’s mould,” he says.

Recalling hisinteractions with Rahman,
Rashed Al Mahmud Titumir, Professor of
Economics at the Department of Develop-
ment Studies of the University of Dhaka,
says, “He is a very good listener, gets into
difficult issues and asks tough questions.
He only promises what he can deliver.”

What next for Rahman

Rahman has a personnel challenge at
hand. He has to learn to balance his team
— amix of young advisers who are seen as
“imported” from the UK (Rahman was ac-
companied by a team of over 60 when he
landed in Dhaka on December 25, 2025),
and the senior leadership of the BNP who
stayed on and braved the Hasina regime.

Butbeyond thatimmediate task of team
management, he faces three major chal-
lenges: an unstable law and order situation,
a fragile economy and the ever-vexing
India angle.

New Delhi

Hewill also have to get toworkto get the
country’s internal security in order, given
the string of attacks on minorities.

Standing inside the 900-year-old Dha-
keswari temple in Dhaka, Manindra Kumar
Nath, aminorityleader, says, “We areliving
in fear. This is our country as well.”

Saying that the “cycle of revenge” hasto
end, writer and historian Altaf Parvez says,
“Many had high hopes from Yunus, but he
failed toactas Nelson Mandeladid inSouth
Africa to reconcile between the polarised
groups. Now itis for Tarique Rahmantoact.”

But that will be easier said than done,
many argue, as the BNP chief will face re-
sistance from his own party activists who
stayed on and “braved” the Hasina regime
while Rahman was in the UK.

Rahman’s second major challenge will
be to manage the fragile economic situ-
ation. Inflation rates are rising, the country
is operating under an IMF-backed reform
programme and real GDP growth has slid
to about 4% in FY25, well below the recent
historical trajectory of 6-7%.

“The new government inherits an econ-
omy that is more stable but structurally
strained... the macroeconomic story over
thelast two years is not one of recovery, but
of pause. The harder phase, rebuilding con-
fidence, investment and employment, be-
ginsnow,” says Ashikur Rahman, Principal
Economist, Policy Research Institute of
Bangladesh.

And, finally, the diplomatic challenge
for Rahman lies in whether he can reset
Dhaka’s ties with New Delhi.

“India should deal with the BNPin a
positive manner, and they should develop
good ties with the party in power. Delhi can
reach out to people by giving visas for medi-
cal treatment and to students. That will
build a strong, positive atmosphere in fa-
vour of India, which is not the dominant
spirit on the streets right now,” says Rezaul
Karim Lotus, Editor of the Daily Sun, one
of Bangladesh’s English dailies.

Somewhere in these celebrations and
the challenges, the protests and the politics,
it’sthe weight of memory that hangs heavy.
Of the ideals of liberation, the search for
identity and stalled promises.

Outside BNP’s Gulshan office, two men
sing as they strum their guitar: “Ondhokar
ghore kagojer tukro chire/ Kete jay amar
somay, tumigecho chole jaoni bariter otole/
Jemon shukno phool boiyer majhe royejay
(Inadark room, tearing pieces of paper, my
time passes/ You have left, yet not left the
depths of the house — like a dried flower
that remains pressed between the pages of
abook).”
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NEW GDP SERIES WITH 2022-23 AS BASE YEAR TO BE RELEASED ON FRIDAY

Unstable, toobroad: No UPI
paymentdatainnew GDP series

Siddharth Upasani
New Delhi, February 24

THE MINISTRY of Statistics
and Programme Implementa-
tion (MoSPI) will not use Uni-
fied Payments Interface (UPI)
transaction data to calculate
gross domestic product (GDP)
in the new revised series that
will be released this week due
to the numbers being unstable
and certain payment categories
being too broad.

Proposed as one of the non-
traditional sources of data that
could be used as an alternative
indicator in the estimation of
Private Final Consumption Ex-
penditure (PFCE) — one of the
key components of GDP when
itis calculated from the expen-
diture side of economic activ-
ities — for quarterly GDP fig-
ures, a sub-committee of the
statistics ministry’s Advisory
Committee on National Ac-
counts Statistics (ACNAS) has
said it is too soon to use UPI
transaction data.

“Transactions  against
clubbed items (e.g. Super mar-
kets) cannot be bifurcated into
separate PFCE items, whereas,
itaccounts for substantial share

Cabinetnodfor
3projectsworth
Rs90/2crtoease
Railway traffic

New Delhi: The Cabinet Com-
mittee on Economic Affairs
Tuesday approved three multi-
tracking projects to decongest
high density network and
highly utilised network of the
Indian Railways. These projects
include Gondia-Jabalpur
Doubling, Punarakh-Kiul 3rd
and 4th line and Gamharia-
Chandil 3rd and 4th line. The
projectswill cost Rs 9,072 crore.
The three projects covering
eight districts across Maharash-
tra, Madhya Pradesh, Biharand
Jharkhand will increase the
existing network of Indian Rail-
ways by about 307 km.
Gondia-Jabalpur doubling
project willjoin Howrah-Mum-
bai High Density Network at
Gondia and Itarsi-Varanasi
Highly utilised Network route
atJabalpur. It provides shortest
route between Varanasi,
Prayagraj to Chennai, Benga-
luru and Hyderabad. Railways
officials said the projects are es-
sential routes for transporta-
tion of commodities such as
coal, steel, iron ore, cement,
ballast and stone chips, fly ash,
fertilizers etc. and will increase
the freight loading by 52 million
tonnes per annum. ENS

in total transaction value and
volume,” the report of the sub-
committee on methodological
improvement for the base revi-
sion of GDP, released last week,
said. UPI data in value (rupees)
as well as volume (number of
transactions) is available from
the National Payments Corpor-
ation of India, with each pay-
ment categorised by the type
of merchant.

For instance, ‘Grocery
Stores, Supermarkets’ category
transactions are for a variety of
goods sold in these stores.

As such, data for this cat-
egory — which is sizable, ac-
counting for 25% of all person-
to-merchant transactions by
volume and 9% by value in Ja-
nuary — is not useful for
the purpose of compiling pri-
vate final consumption expen-
diture within GDP on an item-
wise level.

The report also said that
payments transaction data is
not stable, with many people
yet to move to UPI from cash.
“Oncethe UPI transaction data
get stabilised, it may be ex-
plored for possible inclusion as
an indicator in the estimation
of PFCE.”

eUPI payments continue toriserapidly
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advance estimate for the finan-
cial year 2025-26 according to
the new series with 2022-23 as
the base year will be released on
Friday, with MoSPI Secretary
Saurabh Garg and Chief Econ-
omic Advisor V Anantha Na-
geswaran addressingthe media
onthe same.

MoSPI calculates GDP using
two methods — production or
income approach and the ex-
penditure approach. While the
production-side GDP figure is
seen asbeing morereliable and
accurate, changes in the vari-
ous components of the expen-

diture side are crucial from a
policy perspective.

One such component is
PFCE, an indicator of house-
hold consumption levels,
which makes up more than half
of India’s GDP.

“The PFCE methodology
basically draws indicator from
relevant sectors vis-a-vis items
encompassed in production
side. The reason is that, except
for few items, High Frequency
Indicators pertaining to item-
level HH (household) con-
sumption figures are not avail-
able. Therefore, growth rate
observed in production esti-
mates for an item/sector are
taken as a proxy for the growth
rate in PFCE for that item,” the
minutes of a June 2025 meeting
of the above-mentioned
ACNAS sub-committee, also
released last week, said.

It was in this context that
the exploration of new indica-
tors such as UPI transaction
data was proposed to “capture
the consumption accurately” at
an item level. The last time In-
dia’s GDP series was updated
was more than adecade ago, in
early 2015. FULLREPORTON
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NIFTY IT ON COURSE TO LOG WORST MONTH POST APRIL 2003
IT sector stocks crash 5% as report warns of
SaaS becoming obsolete; down 21% in Feb

Akash Mandal
Mumbai, February 24

IT INDUSTRY stocks crashed
further on Tuesday asfearsofan
Al-led disruption and software-
as-a-service (SaaS) turning ob-
solete intensified across the sec-
tor. The sell-off extended for the
Sth straight session, with the
NiftyITindexdown21%sofarin
February and on coursetologits
worst month since April 2003.

The fresh sell-off came after
US-based Antrophic, which had
first triggered fear across the sec-
tor, announced that its Claude
Code Al tool can sharply reduce
the cost and complexity of mod-
ernising legacy software
systems, anareawhich isamajor
revenue generator for Indian
IT firms.

A report by US-based Citrini
Research sounded a warning to
the IT services sector, further
deepening fears. The entire suc-
cessmodel of theIndianIT SaaS
sector was based on being cost
effective, offering quality devel-
operstothe US counterpartsata
fraction of the cost. However, the
shift to Al automation tools
means the cost of an Al coding
agent is equivalent to “essen-

e Worst hit stocksin
Nifty IT on Tuesday

Nifty ITindex has crashed
21% so farin February

TUESDAY|FEBRUARY
NAME |~ ANGE CHANGE
LTIMindtree| -6.4% | -24.3%
Tech o o
Manindra | 8-2% | 22.0%
Persistent 6.0% 99.4%
Systems
'HCLTech | -58% | -206%
(Coforge | -5.2% | -261%
NiftyIT | -47% | -21.0%
'  SOURCE: NSE

tially the cost of electricity,” the
report said.

With giants such as TCS, In-
fosys, and Wipro already facing
increased contract cancellations
through to 2027, the shift in the
technology landscape may lead
tomasslayoffs, with white-collar
jobs being the worst hit, the re-
port noted. For every newjob Al
will create, it will render dozens
obsolete, it added. The IT sector
hasbeen amongthe largest em-
ployment generators in India

The entire success
model of theIndian
IT Saas$ sector was
based on being cost
effective, offering
quality developers
to American
counterpartsata
fraction of'the cost

Inc., and mass layoffs are likely
to cause panic in the system.
After these developments,
the Nifty IT index nosedived
over 5% intraday on Tuesday
and eventually ended 4.7%
lower. The likes of LTIMindtree,
Tech Mahindra, and Persistent
Systems crashed over 6%. Blue
chips such as TCS, Infosys, and
Wiproended 3-4% lower, hitting
fresh 52-week lows. The sell-off
in the sector weighed on the
benchmark stock indices too,
with the Nifty 50 index falling
over 1% to end at 25,424.65
points. There was asimilar reac-
tion in the US, with the technol-
ogy-heavy Nasdaq Composite
index, abarometer for the IT sec-
tor, falling over 1% overnight.
Shares of IBM plunged 13%, its

biggest single-day drop since Oc-
tober 2000. Crowdstrike sank
10%, whereas giants such as
Microsoft and Amazon lost 2%.

Warningbells

Other global broking and re-
search firms have also flagged
worries on the Indian IT sector
over the past month. HSBC said
it expects a 14-16% gross defla-
tionary risk to revenues in the
overall sector over the next few
yearsdueto Al,compared tothe
earlier expectation of 8-10%.

Jefferies recently down-
gradeditsrecommendationson
the likes of Infosys, TCS, HCL
Technologies, and LTTMindtree,
warning that valuations across
the sector may fall another 30-
65% from current levels in the
worst-case scenario. In current
circumstances, the sector offers
more downside than upside for
investors, itadded.

Another global company,
CLSA cut their price target for
shares of most playersin the sec-
tor. While the firm said Al-re-
lated fears are overdone, the cur-
rent negative mood around IT
will be changed only by actual
earnings growth, and notby any
positive commentary.

Power Grid’s equity investment cap raised toRs 7,500 cr

It will ensure greater participation by
company in project bids: Vaishnaw

Pratyush Deep
New Delhi, February 24

THE CABINET Committee on
Economic Affairs Tuesday ap-
proved an enhancementin the
permissible equity investment
limit of Power Grid Corpor-
ation, enabling the state-run

transmission major to partici-
pate in capital-intensive pro-
jects critical for evacuating re-
newable energy (RE).

Power Grid’s equity invest-
ment ceiling per subsidiary has
been raised from Rs 5,000 crore
toRs 7,500 crore, capped at15%
of the company’s net worth.

The moveisexpected toen-
able the company to bid for
large transmission projects
such as Ultra High Voltage Al-
ternating Current and High
Voltage Direct Current net-
works, which require substan-
tial upfront capital. These tech-
nologies are crucial for
integrating large-scale renew-
able energy capacity located far
from demand centres.

In a media briefing, Union
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw

said the move would ensure
greater participation by Power
Grid in bids that it was earlier
unable to pursue. It would en-
able the company to contribute
more towards strengthening
the country’s power grid. Com-
panies are required to infuse
equity equivalent to at least
20% of the total project cost
while bidding for such projects.

The enhanced investment
limit is expected to allow Power
Grid and its units to bid for pro-

jects with higher funding
requirements.

“The approval will enable
Power Grid, the country’s lar-
gest and most experienced
transmission service providetr,
to expand its investment in its
core business and support the
evacuation of RE capacity,
helping achieve the target of
500 GW from non-fossil-based
sources,” the government said
inastatement. FULLREPORTON
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India’s dependence on
imported oil may hit fresh
full-year high in FY26

Sukalp Sharma
New Delhi, February 24

INDIA'S DEPENDENCE on im-
ported crude oil grew to 88.6%in
the first 10 months of the on-
going financial year (2025-26),
indicating that the import re-
liance level for the full financial
year could be headed for yet
another record high.

It was 88.2% in the corre-
sponding period of FY25, ac-
cording to the latest data re-
leased by the Petroleum
Planning & Analysis Cell (PPAC)
ofthe Ministry of Petroleum and
Natural Gas (MoPNG).

Forthe full FY25, reliance on
imported oil was 88.3%.

According to industry in-
siders, the import dependency
for the full FY26 could be a tad
higher than the April-January
level, similar to what happened
in the last financial year.

India is seen as a major
growth centre for oil demand
given the future potential in
energy-intensive industries,
growing vehicle sales, a
rapidly expanding avi-
ation sector, expected
growth in consumption
of petrochemicals, and
a still growing popula-
tion with relatively low
per-capita energy consumption.

In fact, India is among the
few markets where refinery ca-
pacity is expected to expand
substantially over the coming
years. The country currently has
arefining capacity of 258 million
tonnes per annum.

India’s reliance on imported
oil has increased over the years,
with the exception of FY21when
demand was suppressed due to
the pandemic. Given the
country’s stagnant domestic oil
production, rising demand for
petroleum fuels and productsis
expected tolead tohigher oilim-
ports in the foreseeable future.

India’sheavyreliance onim-
ported crude oil makes its econ-
omy vulnerable to global oil
price fluctuations. Thisalsoim-

Assoonasthere
IS clarity, India will
starttrade talks
with US: Goyal

New Delhi: Commerce and In-
dustry Minister Piyush Goyal
on Tuesday said “as soon as”
there is more clarity in the situ-
ation at the tariffs front in the
US, India will resume trade
talks, when asked how soon
India will be resuming trade
talks with the US.

India and the US, on Febru-
ary 22, decided to reschedule
the proposed meeting of their
chief negotiators, supposed to
be held in Washington this
week, to finalise the text for the
interim trade pact.

TheIndian team was sched-
uled to start the three-day
meeting on February 23 in
the US.

When asked about the gov-
ernment’s view on easing of in-
vestment curbs imposed
through press note 3 for attract-
inginvestments from countries
like China, Goyal said the min-
istry is in dialogue with indus-
try to understand the issues
and can make it easier for them
to engage with neighbouring
countries, where relationships
have improved. PTI

e DEEPSEEK COULD REMOVE TECHNICAL INDICATORS SHOWING USE OF US CHIPS, OFFICIAL SAYS; US EXPORT CONTROLS BAR BLACKWELL SHIPMENTS TO CHINA

‘China’s DeepSeck trained Al model on Nvidia’s best chip’

Reuters
Washington, February 24

CHINESE AI startup Deep-
Seek’s latest Al model, setto be
released as soon as next week,
was trained on Nvidia’s most
advanced Al chip, the Black-
well, a senior Trump adminis-
tration official has said, in what
could represent a violation of
US export controls.

The US believes DeepSeek
will remove the technical indi-
cators that might reveal its use
of American Al chips, the offi-
cial said, addingthat the Black-
wells are likely clustered at its
data center in Inner Mongolia,
an autonomous region of

China.
| |

The person declined to say
how the US government re-
ceived the information or how
DeepSeek obtained the chips,
but emphasised that US policy
is : “we’re not shipping Black-
wells to China.”

Nvidia declined to com-
ment, while the Commerce De-
partment and DeepSeek did
not respond to requests for
comment.

The Chinese embassy in
Washington said Beijing op-
poses “drawing ideological
lines, overstretching the con-
cept of national security, ex-
pansive use of export controls
and politicising economic,
trade, and technological
issues.”

Blackwells are likely clustered at DeepSeek’s data center in Inner
Mongolia, an autonomous region of China, said a US official. RreuTers

Asked about the Reuters re-
port at a regular Chinese for-
eign ministry briefing on Tues-
day, spokesperson Mao Ning

said they were not aware of the
circumstances and that China
had earlier repeatedly clarified
its stance on Washington’s

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

treatment of US chip exports
to China. US government con-
firmation of DeepSeek obtain-
ing the chips, first reported by
Reuters, could further divide
Washington policymakers as
they struggle to determine
where to draw the line on
Chinese access to the crown
jewels of American Al semicon-
ductor chips.

White House Al Czar David
Sacks and Nvidia CEO Jensen
Huang argue that shipping ad-
vanced Al chips to China dis-
courages Chinese competitors
like Huawei from redoubling
effortsto catch up with Nvidia's
and AMD’s technology.

But China hawks fear chips
could easily be diverted from

commercial uses to help super-
charge China’s military and
threaten US dominance in AL
“This shows why exporting
any Al chipsto Chinaissodan-
gerous,” said Chris McGuire,
who served as a White House
National Security Council offi-
cialunder former President Joe
Biden. “Given China’s leading
Al companies are brazenly vi-
olating US export controls, we
obviously cannot expect that
they will comply with US con-
ditions that would prohibit
them from using chips to sup-
port the Chinese military,” he
added. US export controls,
overseen by Commerce Depart-
ment, currently bar Blackwell
shipments to China.

New Delhi

| D
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pactsthe country’strade deficit,

foreign exchange reserves, the

rupee’sexchangerate, and infla-
tion rate, among others.

The government aims to re-
duce the country’s reliance on
imported crude oil but faces
challenges due to sluggish do-
mestic oil output amidst rising
demand. In 2015, the Centre tar-
geted to reduce reliance on oil
imports to 67% by 2022.

The government has imple-
mented several policy re-
forms to encourage in-
vestments in India’s oil
and gas exploration and

o production sector. It is

also promoting electric

mobility, biofuels, and
other alternative fuelsto reduce
oilimports.

While there has been an in-
creasein electric mobility adop-
tion and the blendingof biofuels
with conventional fuels, ithasso
far not been sufficient to offset
petroleum demand growth.

In numbers: India’s
growingreliance

India’s crude oilimportsrose
to 206.3 million tonnes (mt) in
the 10 months to January from
201 mtintheyear-ago period, as
per provisional data from the
PPAC. Domestic oil production
for the period declined slightly
t023.5 mt from 24 mt, while do-
mestic consumption of petro-
leum productsrose 1.6%t0202.2
mt. Ofthis, 23 mt of productsare

*BRIEFLY

estimated to have been pro-
duced from crude oil produced
in India, thereby resulting in a
self-sufficiency level of 11.4%.

The calculation of the extent
ofimportrelianceisbased onthe
domestic consumption of petro-
leum products and excludes pe-
troleum product exports as
those volumes do not represent
India’s demand. Consumption
of petroleum products is pro-
jected to increase by 2.8% in
FY27,reaching250.8 mt, accord-
ingto PPAC projections.

If these projections hold, the
country’s petroleum fuel and
product consumption in FY27
will hit yet another record. And
the trend of growing petroleum
consumptionisexpected tocon-
tinue for the foreseeable future.
InNovember, Paris-based Inter-
national Energy Agency (IEA)
had said that India will be the
biggest driver of global oil de-
mand over the next10 years, sur-
passing China.

“India leads global oil de-
mand growth over the next ten
years, with almost halfof the ad-
ditional barrels produced glo-
ballyto2035headinginitsdirec-
tion. Its oil use increases from 5.5
mb/d (million barrels perday)in
2024to8 mb/din2035asaresult
of rapid growth in car owner-
ship, increasing demand for
plastics, chemicals and aviation,
and arise in the use of LPG for
cooking,” the IEA said in its
World Energy Outlook 2025.

Govttosell

up to 4% stake
in IRFC via OFS

New Delhi: The Centre said
on Tuesday it will divest an
up to4% stake inIndian
Railway Finance Corp
through an offer for sale on
Wednesday. The Centre cur-
rently owns an 86.36% stake
inthe financingarm of the
Indian Railways. It will sell
2% equity in the financier
over the next two days, with
an optionto additionally
sell another 2% based on
investor response, Divest-
ment Secretary Arunish
ChawlasaidinapostonX.
The financing arm of the
Indian Railways will sell the
shares at afloor price of
Rs104 pershare. REUTERS

India, GCCbegin
negotiations for
free trade pact

New Delhi:Indiaand the
six-nation bloc of Middle
Eastern nations, the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC),
started negotiations for a
proposed free trade agree-
ment (FTA), an official
statement said on Tuesday.
Inthisregard, ajoint state-
ment was signed between
the visiting Secretary Gen-
eral of the council, Jasem
Mohammad Al Budaiwi,
and Commerce and Indus-
try Minister Piyush Goyal
here. “The Joint Statement

prehensive and mutually
beneficial agreement,” the
Commerce Ministry said.
Al Budaiwi emphasised the
FTA will serve as animpor-
tanttool to strengthen
trade and investment ties
between Indiaand GCC
countries by infusing
predictability and certainty
for businesses. PTI

Resilient subsea
networks critical
to India’s Al
ambitions: TRAI

New Delhi: Submarine cable
systems face significant
challenges from natural
disastersto pressures from
geopolitical tensions and
growing data demand,
TRAI Chairman Anil Kumar
Lahotisaid Tuesday, calling
for amulti-pronged
approach to addressissues.
Describing submarine cable
systems as the backbone of
the digital economyinthe
Alera, Lahotisaid thatim-
provingroute planning,
placingcables inlow-risk
areas, deploying real-time
monitoring systems and
building redundant routes
canreduce theimpact of
physical damage and out-
ages. Global cooperation
and stronger regulatory
frameworks are key to en-
hancingsecurity and resil-
ience, Lahoti said while ad-
dressing a conference on
‘Subsea Cables and Digital

ontheIndia-GCCFTA...in Cloud Infrastructure’

New Delhi formallylaunch-  organised by Broadband

ingnegotiations foracom- India Forum. PTI
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Mumbai ‘melody
road’ faces the
music: Science,
history behind it

Nayonika Bose
Mumbai, February 24

WHEN THE Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation
(BMC)unveiled a new technology along the Mumbai Coas-
tal Road earlier this month, it came bearing the promise of
anovel experience for Indian commuters: Drive pasta
500-metre stretch between Priyadarshini Park and Amar-
sons Garden at the speed threshold of 80 kmph and hear
the road belt out the tune of “Jai Ho”, the Oscar-winning
song from the 2008 movie Slumdog Millionaire.

Touted as India’s first “melody road”, it opened amid
much fanfare. But it wasn't long before the road soon be-
came the centre of jokes, memes, and complaints aplenty.
Merely two days after the concept was introduced, resi-
dents from the upscale Breach Candy pocket, which is
situated across the S00-metre stretch, wrote aletter to the
BMC Municipal Commissioner, flagging concerns over
disturbance, noise pollution and safety. “On a high-speed
arterial road, any auditory distraction is a matter of con-
cern. Drivers are slowing down unexpectedly or becom-
ingdistracted, which
poses avoidable safety
risks,” it said.

While local residents
have called for civic inter-
vention into the matter,
musical roads have been
implemented successfully
across the world over the
past 25 years.

The science

The concept of a musi-
cal road entails specially
engineered roads where
musicis generated
through grooves
embedded into theroad
surface. When vehicles
drive past the precisely
designed ribs at a constant
speed, the road produces a

MAKING NOISE

® While most musical stretches
are developed in sparsely popu-
lated areas, there have been in-
stances of these being relo-
cated owing to disturbance.

® A musical road in California, musical tune.

builtin 2008, was re-paved and The variation in tune

movedtoamoresecludedarea  generated from the

amid noise pollution concerns. grooves is determined by
the spacing and width of

each of theribs. If the ribs
are constructed closely, it produces higher notes while
wider spacing creates lower tones.

When vehiclesroll past the ribs, the friction against
wheels generates vibrations which transmits through the
wheels to the car body. Since each ribislaid out to corre-
spond to a particular pitch, it corresponds to a certain
frequency and the melody is experienced optimally
when vehicles maintain the speed limit.

Accordingto experts, environmental factors ranging
from wind conditions, vegetation, and nearby structures
play a crucial role in ensuring the clarity of sound gener-
ated. Careful analysis of the surroundings is also crucial
to minimise interference from external noise.

The history

The history of musical roads goes backto 1995 when
two Danish artists — Steen Krarup Jensen and Jakob
Freud-Magnus — invented the “asphaltophone” (musi-
calroad) through specifically designed road surface to-
pology in Denmark. However, it was only in 2007 that the
concept of musical roads took shape and burst to popu-
larity. In Japan, engineer Shizuo Shinoda accidentally
discovered that rumblings in the road generated music
while he was working with a bulldozer.

Soon, theidea of musical roads was implemented
across over 30 stretches in Japan where the idea was not
only to entertain but also to encourage road safety and
prevent drivers from dozing off. In recent years, such
musical roads have been implemented across the world
including in countries like South Korea, Hungary, Tai-
wan, UAE, and the US, amongst others.

When the music cameto India

The musical stretch along the Coastal Road, built ata
cost of Rs 6.21 crore, marks India’s first foray into the
technology. Jointly developed by Routes Worldwide
India in collaboration with UTKOPRO Kft., Budapest,
Hungary, the project was implemented by BMC along
with ateam of 6-7 Hungarian technical experts.

On why the Coastal Road was chosen for the project,
BMC officials said that it was a stretch “that allows for
constant 60-80 kmph travel speed”. Besides aimingto
“introducejoy, engagement and cultural pride” into
everyday travel, BMC hopes this would attract tourists.

 GEOPOLITICS

AS PM visits Israel, how
ties evolved over the years

SHUBHAJIT Roy |
& Divya A

PRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi will be
inIsrael on Wednesday and Thursday in his
first visit to the country in nine years.

Modi’s July 2017 visit, the first by an In-
dian prime minister, brought the India-Is-
rael relationship out of the shadows and
placed it firmly in the limelight.

The circumstances of the latest visit are
very different. West Asia is holdingits breath
over the prospect of a potential US-Iran con-
flict, even asafragile ceasefire remainsin ef-
fectinthe war-ravaged Gaza Strip. Insuch a
moment, it is worth looking at how India’s
ties with Israel have grown over the years,
and the message in Modi’s latest visit.

A slow build-up

India recognised the state of Israel soon
after it was created in 1948. The establish-
ment of full diplomatic relationswould take
four more decades —but not before adefin-
ing moment involving an unlikely figure.

Palestinian President Yasser Arafat was
in India on January 19-20, 1992. During a
meeting with Prime Minister PV Narsimha
Rao, hewastold that India’s establishment
of a diplomatic relationship with Israel
would be helpful for the Palestinian cause.
New Delhi, he was told, could exert its in-
fluence on Israel only ifit had an ambassa-
dorin Tel Aviv. Arafat came on board.

He famously told a press conference in
New Delhi: “Exchange of Ambassadors and
recognition (of Israel) are acts of sovereignty
in which I cannot interfere... I respect any
choice of the Indian government”.

India formally established diplomatic
tieswith Israel on January 29,1992, around
10 days after Arafat’s public approval.

The military relationship, meanwhile,
gradually evolved. India had sourced Is-
raeli weapons during the war with Chinain
1962, but the support was rather episodic.

By the time of the Kargil war in 1999, the
full diplomatic ties came in handy. The In-
dian Air Force (IAF) needed precision bombs
to target Pakistani intruders hiding in the
caves and bunkers in Kargil’s mountains.
Afterpolitical approvals, IAF leadersreached
out to their Israeli counterparts. Israel is
understood to have dug into its emergency

e HISTORY

stockpiles and shipped them to India’s air
bases within days. India responded to this
decisive show of support by organising a
series of high-profile visits to Israel in 2000,
with external affairs minister Jaswant
Singh leading the first-ever Indian bilateral
visit to the country. Home minister LK Ad-
vani also visited that summer.

To counter criticism from the Left and
minorities, the BJP-led NDA government
also organised visits by Jyoti Basu, the West
Bengal CM and CPI(M) leader, and Najma
Heptullah, the Congressleader and deputy
chairperson of RajyaSabha, the same year.

Since then the defence and security re-
lationship picked up pace, as was evident
during Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's
visit in September 2003.

During the Congress-led UPA govern-
ment’s stint, external affairs minister SM
Krishnavisited Israel in 2012. The conversa-
tion, then, revolved around cooperation on
science and technology, agriculture and
commerce. The strategic areas of defence
and security were avoided in public.

After2014

After comingto powerin 2014, Modi has
made the relationship much more visible.
He metIsraeli Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu on the sidelines of the UN General
Assembly in September 2014 — the first such
meeting in a decade. The Israeli defence
minister also visited India the next year to
openly talk about defence cooperation.

PM Modi with
Netanyahu during
the Israeli PM’s visit
toIndiain 2018.
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Then & now

For long,
India-Israel ties
largely flew
under the radar.

After comingto
power in 2014,
Modi has made
the relationship
much more
visible.

Home minister Rajnath Singh visited Is-
rael in November 2014, followed by Presi-
dent Pranab Mukherjee in October 2015
(the first-ever Presidential visit from India)
and external affairs minister Sushma Swa-
raj in January 2016. A number of Indian
ministers and parliamentarians have
visited the country in the last 10 years.

But what set Modi’s 2017 visit apart was
him skipping the stop at Palestine that was
part of previous official visits. This time, too,
Modi is making a standalone visit to Tel Aviv.

Netanyahu visited India on January 14-
19, 2018. In the last three years, since Net-
anyahu was re-elected for the sixth time,
Modi and the Israeli PM have spoken at
least 10 times. In November 2025, pacts on
defence and launch of free trade negoti-
ations were signed. The two sides have
been cooperating on a range of sectors,
from Alto agriculture.

They have also developed close stra-
tegic cooperation in defence, as was seen
during the recent Operation Sindoor, and
cyber security, as was revealed during the
Pegasus disclosures.

The changing region

In the years since Modi’s first visit, the
geopolitical environment has shifted con-
siderably.

Israel and the Arab world have been at-
tempting to normalise their ties under the
Abraham Accords signed during Donald
Trump’s first term as US president.

Since Modi’s first visitin 2017, the
geopolitical environment in West
Asia has shifted considerably. The
latest visit will be closely watched

The October 7, 2023 Hamas attack trig-
gered a two-year war in which Israel killed
around 70,000 people in Gaza and left
much of the territory in ruins. An uneasy
truce now prevails in the territory under
Trump’s peace plan, which now faces a cru-
cial test — disarming Hamas. India re-
cently attended the first Board of Peace
meeting in Washington as an observer.

Then there are the tensionsinIranasthe
US masses its forces around the country.
This comes after the 12-day war in June
2025 between Israel and Iran during which
the US bombed Iranian nuclear facilities.

Clearly, the Indian government and
Modi are taking the risk of travelling to Is-
rael atatime when the region is in turmoil.

For New Delhi, this is a tricky diplo-
matic situation where it has to weigh the
cost and the benefit of the visit.

Israel is not only a key defence and se-
curity partner, it is also an important econ-
omic partner in the India-Middle East-Eu-
rope Economic Corridor (IMEC). And Tel
Aviv is a political player with whom many
countriesin the region are willing to have bi-
lateral ties.

On the other hand, Iran and other na-
tionsin West Asia are closely watching New
Delhi’s close relationship with Israel and
weighing what impact it would have on
their respective equations with India.

Ontheagenda

Defence, trade, Al and technology, and
the IMEC project will be on the top of the
agenda during Modi’s visit.

Netanyahu also recently described
India as a central pillar of his proposed
Hexagon of Alliances which seeks to unite
Israel with Greece, Cyprus and several Arab
countries, besides India. Tel Aviv has
framed this as a move to counter “radical
adversaries”. It remains to be seen if New
Delhi provides legitimacy to this new
formation considering its global image.

Besides, Modi and Netanyahu are ex-
pected to exchange notes on how to push
the IMEC, which Israel is part of.

During the visit, Modi is slated to ad-
dress the Israeli Parliament, Knesset, be-
coming the first Indian leader to do so.
However, this moment may get entangled
in Israel’s domestic politics.

The country goesto the pollsin October
in what will be its most contentious elec-
tions in recent history. Netanyahu, who is
facing political pushback, is showcasing
the visit as one of his key achievements.

Modi’s Israel trip will be among the
most watched visits to the region.

Rajaji: Respected by Gandhi and Nehru, now invoked by BJP

Nikita Mohta
New Delhi, February 24

PRESIDENT DROUPADI Murmu unveiled
a bust of C Rajagopalachari in Rashtrapati
Bhavan on Monday, replacing one of British
architect Edwin Lutyens. Announcing the
change, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said:
“Rajagopalachari was amongthose who saw
power not as a position but as a service. His
conduct, self-restraint, and independent
thinkingin publiclife inspire useven today.”

Rolein Quit India Movement,
CR formula

C Rajagopalachari was born in 1878 into
a Tamil Brahmin family in the Krishnagiri
district of Tamil Nadu. Hehad hisfirstbrush
with political activism as a law student in
Madras (now Chennai), and by 1916, he had
joined Annie Besant’s Home Rule League.
Rajaji met Mahatma Gandhi a few yearslater,
eventually becoming his close associate.

In 1930, heled the Salt Satyagrahain the
South, marching from Trichy to Vedar-
anyam on the Tanjore seaboard. He was ar-
rested twice for refusing to sign a bond

specifying peaceful behaviour.

His commitment to the movement did
not mean Rajaji shied away from dissent.
Duringthe QuitIndia Movementin1942, he
publicly disagreed with Gandhi and argued
thata Congress-Muslim League understand-
ingwasthe “golden key” to freedom.

Despite reservations, Gandhi said he
would assent to the ‘Rajaji formula’. The
plan required the Muslim League and the
Congress to form a provisional national
government, provided, among other con-
ditions, that a plebiscite be held on the Pak-
istan question after the transfer of power
from Britain. Jinnah rejected it.

Stanceon Hindi, temple entry

Rajaji’s approach to Hindi is best cap-
tured by the simile he used to describe its
introduction in high schools when he was
Premier of Madras in 1938 — it was like
“chutney on aleaf, tobe tasted or left alone”.
But during the 1965 anti-Hindi agitations
in Tamil Nadu, he opposed Hindi as the
sole official language. Author Vasanthi
Srinivasan wrote in Gandhi’s Conscience
Keeper (2009), “Itis not hatred for Hindi per

Independent

voice

® Despite being one
of Gandhi’s closest
associates, Rajaji dis-
agreed with him dur-
ing the Quit India
movement, arguing
fora Congress-Mus-
lim League compro-
mise.

® He had served as
Home Minister under
Nehru, but soon
grew critical of what
he saw as Congress’s
statist and centralis-
ing policies.

sebut hostility toitsimposition by the force
of numbers that dominates his writings.”

CRwasalsoaleadingadvocate of temple
entry for marginalised castes.In1938, when
Dalit leader MC Rajah introduced a Bill to
punish discrimination in employment and
access to public spaces, CR fully backed it.

A majority of the trustees and priests of
the famous Meenakshi Temple expressed
willingness to admit Dalitsbut feared aback-
lash. CR promised them protective legisla-
tion. OnJuly 8,1939, his friend Vaidyanatha
Iyerled agroup of Dalitsinto the temple. Re-
ceiving the news, CR was “beside himself
with delight”, wrote historian Rajmohan
Gandhi inthebiography Rajaji: A Life (1997).

Others reacted less favourably. A priest
in Srirangam cited the shastras tojustify his
opposition, which led CR to respond that
the shastras were “like the infinite ocean
from which... one can draw pearls and coral
as well as mire and shark.”

Political legacy

CR had served as Home Minister under
Jawaharlal Nehru, but soon grew critical of
what he saw as Congress’s statist and cen-

tralising policies. In August 1959, he formed
the Swatantra Party. It championed free en-
terprise with some controls, but was criti-
cised by contemporaries, including Nehru,
for representing the “middle ages of Lords,
castles and Zamindars.”

Replacing a colonial-era statue with one
of Rajaji at the Rashtrapati Bhavan is in
sync with the cultural nationalism es-
poused by the BJP. In many ways, his ac-
complishments reflect the transition from
colonialism. In 1948, he succeeded Lord
Mountbatten as Governor-General, be-
coming the only Indian to hold the office
before India became a republic. He later
served as the Chief Minister of Madras
state. Rajaji is also celebrated for his retell-
ings of the Ramayana and Mahabharata.

He embodies much of the conservative
vision that resonates with the BJP, includ-
ingits opposition to Nehruvian socialism.

Respected by both Gandhi, who called
him his conscience keeper, and Nehru, Ra-
jaji died in 1972. “The important point
which Rajaji’s political career and ideas
make evidentisthat a principled flexibility
is possible in politics,” notes Srinivasan.
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Being Eileen Gu: Row over the American representing China at Winter Olympics

Shivani Naik
Mumbai, February 24

THE WINTER Olympics’ grittiest and most
glamorous skiing star Eileen Gu, an Ameri-
can-born athlete representing China, spent
Valentine’s Day on a date with ‘Big Air’ at
the qualifiers.

The Big Air was considered one giant
step for womankind in 2022, because its
jaw-droppingdaredevilry involved acceler-
atingup agiant ramp that tilted at the edge,
catapulting into a 20-metre orbit, spinning
four-and-a-half times mid-air while rotat-
ing twice off-axis, before descending to
land, floating backwards. Milano Cortina’s
most recognisable star picked silver here,
one amongsix medals from sixeventsatthe
Winter Games. On February 9, she had
picked silver in what is considered the most
“progressive” (read: daring) event of the
2026 edition, the women’s slopestyle, where
self-doubt, fear, and injury are one tiny mis-
take away. Celebrating to aKendrick Lamar
ditty, she then picked gold in the pipe event,

and proceeded to secure most Olympic
medals in free ski history.

Eileen, ‘Ailing’ in Mandarin, would dedi-
cate the medals, which came after a con-
siderable battle with concussions and men-
tal health troubles in 2025, to the woman
whoinspired her most — her Chinese grand-
mother Guozgen Feng, who passed away on
Monday. “Because I promised her I'd be
brave like her,” the 22-year-old would say.

Her Chinese connection, however, is
somethingthat has attracted less-than-posi-
tive attention, including from the US Vice
President. J D Vance told Fox News that he
would root for “people who identify them-
selvesas Americans”. “I certainly think that
somebody who grew up in the United States
of America, who benefited from our educa-
tion system, from the freedoms and liberties
that make this country agreat place, Iwould
hope that they want to compete with the
United States of America,” Vance said.

SanFran & sangfroid
Eileen Gu was born in San Francisco to

Eileen Gu after winning the freestyle skiing
halfpipe final at the Winter Olympics. Ap

an American father and a Chinese mother.
Yan Gu was frazzled watching her 3-year-
old skii downhill at a breakneck speed, and
steered her towards freestyle, which com-
bines snowboarding stunts and downbhill

skiing, not realising the higher risks. But
the young Eileen loved to fly,and was ready
tobe coached.

Around 2019, she shifted allegiance to
China after splitting time in both countries.
Evenatage 9, Eileen had competed on Chi-
nese slopes, while simultaneously gaining
proficiency in Mandarin and keeping top
gradesin academics back home.

Inthelast edition of the Games, she was
pitted against two other equally hardwork-
ing American borns who turned out for
China— Beverly Zhu and Ashley Lin, both
figure skaters. This year, American internet
chatter has propped up figure skater Alysa
Liu, born to Chinese-American parents
who fled communism and representing
the US, to create a non-existent beef be-
tween the talented youngsters.

Her Chinese representation had stirred
up controversy last time, too, when French
opponent Tess Ledeux was quoted as
grumbling by AP: “What I know is that she
got lucky and that’s only fair, she was able
to train in the venues before everyone else

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

and that probably made a difference
today.” Milano Cortina proved her Beijing
Winter Olympics performance wasn’t a
one-off. But cyberbullying has followed her
over her decision to represent China.

Why China

Eileen Gu first availed of her right torep-
resent China in 2015, saying that though it
was an “incredibly tough decision,” she was
“proud of my heritage, and equally proud
of my American upbringings.”

Olympics has several athletes with dual
citizenships, which allows them to switch
nationalities, under Rule 41 of the Olympic
Charter. Eileen's mother wasbornin China
and went to Peking University before head-
ing to Stanford and to a career as a venture
capitalist. Young Eileen spent many
summers competing on Beijing's slopes.
Sports federations of many countries rou-
tinely look for talent that can represent
them, evenifforeign-born. China, however,
does not allow dual citizenship, and thishas
led to added scrutiny around Eilieen.

New Delhi

Eileen has particiaped in international
competitions under the stars and stripes
banner, but never in the Olympics.

Unfazed

Eileen —who hasa net worth of USD 50
million, a successful modelling career and
is pursuing international studies at Stan-
ford University — has maintained her
composure about the controversy.

“I hope people channel their effort to
make this world better,” she told CGTN. “I
handle all my social media myself, so I'm
the one who reads those comments. Those
who ski and love sport, those furiously
passionate about life and with dreams, are
not the ones offending me online or spread-
ing malevolence or rumours. I'm 22. It’s
part of growing up, and I know many
women go throughiit, just that for me stakes
are higher,” she explained.

Sheisalso clear about what she thinks of
herself. “An 8-year-old Eileen would adore
the now me, and be obsessed with me,” she
once replied to ajournalist’s question.
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l,BEENY SHARMA, W/0 KISHAN
LAL SHARMA, R/O A-65
GROUND FLOOR, DAYALBAGH,
SECTOR-39, SURAJKUND,
FARIDABAD, HARYANA-121009,
have changed my nameto
BEENU SHARMA for all future
purposes. 0071020735-1

I, Anita Rani W/o Sh. Vijay Kumar
R/0 C-1/26,Pandara Park New
Delhi-110003, have changed my
name from Anita Rani to Anita
forall purposes in future.

0040840964-1

I, Anil Kumar S/o Shri Tejpal
Singh Village Kuhadwas, Tehsil
Buhana, District Jhunjhunu,
Rajasthan solemnly affirm and
declare that My wife’s name
Kabita and Kavita both are one
person and her name will be
Kavita for all future purposes
and inall documents.

0040840959-1

I, Anil Kumar S/0 J.
Chandrasekhara Pillai R/0 23G,
Pocket B3, Mayur Vihar Phase-
3, Delhialso known and using
my name as Anil Kumar. C.P.
for all purposes. Both the
above names are pertained to
be the same person.

0040840961-1

I, Alic David S/o Joseph David
R/0O Rz-105, Third Floor, Gali No-
14, Tughlakabd Extn New
DELHI-110019 have changed my
name to Alick David for all
future purposes 0071020808-1

I, (Mahaveer Saran Jain) S/O
(Vinay Kumar Jain) born on (05-
10-1982) residing at (H. 88-2A
Nehru Gali West Sant Nagar
Burari Delhi-110084), have
changed my name to
(Mahaveer Jain) vide affidavit
dated (20-02-2026) at (Sant
Nagar Burari Delhi-110084)

00408407291

IShalini Dubey alias Shalini
Shukla D/o Kamlesh Dubey W/o
Mayank Shukla R/o Flat
No.103,Gayatri Vatika, First
Floor, Garhi Chaukhandi Pusta
Road, Gautam Buddha Nagar,
Uttar Pradesh-201307 have
changed my name to Shalini
Shukla for all purposes.

0040840960-1

IRia Vijay Singh D/o Vijay
Chandramohan Singh R/o
Flat.N0.702 Tower-3 Imax Nri
City,GH-2 Greater Noida Uttar
Pradesh, have changed my
name to RIAV SINGH For All
Future Purposes.

00710207591

IRamesh Goel S/o Gokul
Prajapati R/0 38, Gali No-3,
Bhagwat Colony, West Sant
Nagar, Burari, Delhi-110084,
have changed my nametoRK
Prajapati 0071020737-1

I Ramesh Chander Maini,S/o
Harbans Lal Maini R/o FA-134,
Mansarovar Garden Delhi-
110015 Changed my Name to
Ramesh Maini 0040841092-1

I Rajiv Goswami S/o Suresh
Chand R/0 404-A1, Fourth Floor
Right Side Portion, Gali No-5,
Kalkaji, Govindpuri, South Delhi
-110019, have changed my
name to Rajeev Goswami

0071020798-1

IParmaNand S/o Late Sh. Ghisa
Ram R/0H.No.2/6071, 4th
Floor,Block 2, Dev Nagar, Karol
Bagh Delhi-110005 have
changed my name from Parma
Nand to Parmanand Satolia for
all future purposes.

00408410731

IOmkar Ajay Lengare S/o0-Ajay
Bharat Lengare,Address- K-75-
B,First floor Lajpat nagar-2
Delhi-110024, changed my
nameto Omkar Lengare

0040841094-1

IMontoo Das S/0, Paritosh Das
R/0 B 603 DDA Flats Kalkaji New
Delhi 110019 have changed my
name to Montu Das.

0040840969-1

IMd Juvaid Alam S/o Nizamudin
R/0 B-164,Sharda Vats Enclave,
Prem Nagar-3, Kirari Suleman
Nagar, Delhi-110086, have
changed my name to Zuber
Alam 0071020794-1

I, Akanshhu Goel S/0 Sunil Goel
R/0 C-23A, Mahindra Park,
Uttam Nagar, Delhi-110059
have changed my nameto
Akanshu Goel. 0040841095-1

I Mahesh Kumar Sakya S/0,
HeeraLal Shakya R/o House
No.56 GaliNo C 13, Surendra
Colony Part-1, Jharoda Majra
Delhi-110084 have changed my
name to Mahesh Kumar
Shakyaand My Wife Name to
Laxmi Devi from Laxmi Shakya.

0040840970-1

| Kuljeet Kaur Sandhu d/o Jaspal
Sandhur/o E-166, Mansaram
Park, Uttam Nagar, Delhi-
110059 changed my name to
KULJEET KAUR. 0040841031-1

I Gandhari Nigam Alias G Nigam
D/o Balram Nigam and W/o Atul
BhallaR/o D-7/7171, Vasant
Kunj, Delhi-110070, have
changed my name to Gandhari
Bhalla 0071020785-1

| Gagandeep S/0-Kuldeep Singh
R/0-D-305, Rohini Heights
Apartment, Sector-29, Rohini,
Delhi-110042 have changed my
name to Gagandeep Singh for
all purposes. 0040841035-1

I, KANWALJEET SINGH,S/0,
JAGJIT SINGH,R/0,A-314,AIP
THE PEACEFUL HOME,SECTOR
70A, PALRA ROAD,GURGOAN-
122001,have changed my name
to KANWALIJEET SINGH BHATIA.

0040841100-1

I,Deepak S/o Shardhanand, R/o0
H.No.67Village Dhanwas,
Gurgaon(Haryana)-122505,
have changed my name to
Deepak Yadav for all Purposes.

0040841095-3

I,SHALINI MANMOHAN SHARMA,
W/O-MANMOHAN SHARMA R/O-
B-4/6, SAFADARJUNG ENCLAVE,
NEW DELHI-110029,HAVE
CHNAGED MY NAME TO SHALINI
SHARMA.

0040841065-2

Itis for general information that
I, Shivam Kumar S/O Rambrij
R/ON-118/R-13, Wazirpur
Village, Ashok Vihar, Delhi-
110052, declare that name of
my father has been wrongly
written as Ramesh Kumarin
my 10th and 12th Class
Educational Documents. The
actual name of my fatheris
Rambrij respectively which
may be amended accordingly.

0040841093-2

l,Yashveer Singh,F/0-Arun
Kumar R/0O,village +post-
Bhainsi,District-
Muzaffarnagar, Uttar-
Pradesh.Pin-251201, have
changed my name from
Yashveer Singh to Jasbir, vide-
affidavit dated-24/02/2026

0040841092-9

lL,Viraj w/o.Purna Shankar
Bhalke R/0.26,Ishwari
Nagar,Diversion Road,
Khargone,Madhya Pradesh-
451001,have changed my name
to VIRAJ BHALKE permanently

0040841095-6

I,Unnati Mehndiratta W/o Tarun
Mehndiratta R/o PP-2,Second
Floor,Pitampura, Maurya
Enclave Delhi-110034,have
changed my name to Unnatii
Mehendiratta 0040841091-1

I,URMIL JINDAL,W/0 KRISHAN
LAL JINDAL,R/0 Plot no 349,2nd
Floor Block KP,Mandir
Pitampura Delhi-110034,have
Changed my name to URMILA
JINDAL. 0040841092-4

l,Surender Singh,S/o0 Sh.Balwan
Singh R/o H.No.-3,Block-
E,Rajeev Nagar, Village Begum
Pur,Delhi-110086, have
changed my name Surender
Yadav. 0040841095-2

I,Saud Arshad,R/0 H.No-2, Street
No-D-3,Shahi Masjid, D-
Block,Vasant Vihar-1,South
West-Delhi-110057, Have
changed my minor son name
Asaad ur Rahmanto Asad ur
Rahman. 0040841094-4

I,Sanjeeta Barman
w/0.Hrishikesh Barman,
R/0.H.N0.103, Zamrudpur, GK-1,
New Delhi-110048,have
changed my name to SANJITA
BARMAN permanently

0040841095-5

I,Reeti Tyagi, w/o Deepak
Nagar,R/0 H-NO-7,Block-E,Axis
House,Sector-27,Noida
Gautam Buddha Nagar,Uttar
Pradesh,have changed my
name from Reeti Nagar to Reeti
Tyagi for all future purposes.

0040841094-7

I,SURJEET KANTA KINGER,W/O-
NARENDAR KUMAR KINGER,
residing at,503, LINK
APARTMENTS,18IP
EXTENSION,DELHI-110092,have
changed my name to SURJEET
KANTA,for all future purposes.

0040841092-5

I,SIMRANJEET KAUR,W/0-DILRAJ
GILL,Address-B.105,3 FLOOR
B.BLOCK.BUDH BAZAR ROAD
CHAUKHANDI TILAK NAGAR-
110018, changed my name to
SIMRAN GILL. 0040841065-6

I, SHATRUGHAN KUMAR RAM
S/0 RAM SAKALRAMR/OWZ-
35, GROUND FLOOR, HARI
SINGH PARK, NEW MULTAN
NAGAR, PASCHIM VIHAR,
DELHI-110056, have changed
my name to SHATRUGHAN
KUMAR. 0040841093-3

I,SEEMA W/0 PRADEEP KUMAR
MEHRA R/0-A-3/28 GF,Sector-
16,Rohini Delhi-110089,have
changed my name to SEEMA
MEHRA. 0040841094-3

I,Rahul S/o-chunnilal kashyap,
Address-Rz-A-18/B,Pul
prahaladpur badarpur new
delhijaitpur,Delhi-110044,have
changed my name to Rahul
Kashyap. 0040841065-4

I,Radha Sharma,W/0 Pawan
Kumar,R/0,MIG Flat-no.329, G/F
Pocket-A, Phase-2, Dwarka,
Sector-17,South-West Delhi-
110077,have changed my-name
to Radha. 0040841065-9

I,PRADEEP KUMAR S/0 PURAN
CAHND MEHRA R/0-A-3/28 GF
Sector-16,Rohini Delhi-
110089,have changed my name
to PRADEEP KUMAR MEHRA

0040841094-2

I,P S Bhalke alias Purna Shankar
Bhalke,S/0.Babulal Bhalke,
R/0.26,Ishwari Nagar,
Diversion-Road, Khargone,
Madhya Pradesh-451001,have
declared that P S Bhalke-and-
PURNA SHANKAR BHALKE, both
are same person. 0040841095-7

I,Neelam Maurya,W/0.Mukesh
Kumar,R/0.H.No-63,Chhawla
Extension Kanganheri-
Road,Chhawla,New Delhi-
110071,have changed my name
to Neelam,for all,future
purposes. 0040841065-7

ILNIRMAL THAURANI,S/0O AVAT
RAMR/0-46,4TH
FLOOR,POCKET-15A,
SECTOR-24,ROHINI, DELHI-
110085,have changed my name
to NIRMAL KUMAR THAURANI

0040841091-3

I, MOHMAD HANNAN,S/0O
MOHAMMAD IBRAHIM R/O
6240,GROUND FLOOR,PAKKI
GALI,BARA HINDU RAO,DELHI-
110006,have changed my name
to ABDUL HANNAN,for all
future Purposes. 0040841094-5

I, REETU CHOUDHARY, W/0O
ARUN KUMAR Resident of
Plot.No-26,27,33,Flat.No-
402.4th-Floor.Sector-107,0pp-
Lotus.300,Gautam Budh
Nagar.PIN-201304,P.O-
Barola,have changed my name
from REETU CHOUDHARY TO
REETU SANKLA. Henceforth |
would be known by the name of
REETU SANKLA,for all future
purposes. 0040840966-1

I,Manoj Vijay,S/o Devi Sahai
Vijay R/03875/25,Raigar Pura
Karol bagh Delhi-110005
changed my name to Manoj
Kumar Vijay 0040841092-3

I,Khemchand S/o,Late Sua Ram,
R/0,B-224,).).Colony, Madipur,
New Delhi-110063, that my
father’'s nameis wrongly
mentioned in my Aadhar-Card
as Suva Raminstead of his
correct name Sua Ram.

0040841065-10

I,Kajal w/o-sunil kumarr/0,G-
26/ 89-90,first floor sector-3,
Rohini,Delhi-110085,have
changed my name to KAJAL
KUMARI for all purposes.

0040841065-8

I,Jitendrakumar Jayantilal
Patel,S/0-Patel Jayantilal
Bhikhabhai,R/0O House
Number-113 Masoodpur Dairy,
Vasant-Kunj,South West-Delhi-
110070,Have Changed My
Nameto Jitendrakumar
Jayantibhai Patel.

0040841092-2

I, Shabnam W/o Gaffar R/o 38A,
Ashok Vihar, Loni Dehat,
Ghaziabad, have changed my
name to Shabnam Prveen.

0071020761-1

I,GAURAV GUPTA,S/0 PARMOD
KUMAR GUPTA alias PRAMOD
GUPTA,R/0-131/1,KH.NO-62,
GALI.NO-5,SM INTERNATIONAL
SCHOOL,KAUSHAL PURI,
CHAUHAN PATTI,KARAWAL
NAGAR,NORTH EAST, DELHI-
110094,inform that my father’s
name PARMOD KUMAR GUPTA
alias PRAMOD GUPTA, both
names are same person.

0040841094-6

ILFIROZ AHMAD S/0-NABIYAAS
KHAN R/0-A-11 T-Huts,Sanjay
Camp Chanakya Puri Delhi,has
changed my name to FIROZ,for
all purpose 0040841091-5

I,Chander Kanta Taneja, W/0, Shri
Subhash Chander Tarneja,
R/0,F-7,Kirti-Nagar,New-Delhi-
110015, inform that Chander
Kanta Tarneja and Chander
Kanta Tanejarefertooneand
the same person. 0040841091-10

I,Chakresh Kumar Jain S/o Vijay
Kumar Jain, R/0-House
No0.1/9249/c-4,Plot No.78,
Street.No-7,Near-Kamla Nehru-
Park, West-Rohtash Nagar,
Shahdara, North East Delhi,
Delhi-110032, have changed the
name of my minor Son Siddhit
jainaged 06 years and he shall
hereafter be known as HARDIK
JAIN. 0040841065-11

I,Brijesh Kumar S/0 Suresh
Singh R/0-C-21,CBlock, Begum
Vihar,Begumpur, Delhi-110086
changed my name to Brijesh
Singh. 0040841100-2

I,BHUBNESWAR BRAHMA,R/0
Sh.Magha Ram Brahma,R/0-
H.N. Qtr.No-55,Sec-5,Pushp
Vihar,M.B.Road,New Delhi-
110017,have Changed my child
named from BIBEK BRAHMA
VIVEK BRAHMA,for all future
purpose. 0040841094-8

I,LAmit Joon,R/0.Village-
Desalpur(48)Po Noona Majra
Teh.Badli Disst Jhajjar
Haryana,Have changed my
Minor Son Karthik to Karthik
Joon,for all purposes

0040841065-3

I, Aman S/o-Neeraj Kumar,R/0
H.No.7/111,Raho Hardayal Wali
Gali, Modal Town, Bahadurgarh
Distt-Jhajjar(Haryana)-
124507,have changed my name
to Aman Grover. 0040841095-4

,ASHWANI KUMAR,S/0O PREM
SWAROOP R/0O F-202,SECOND
FLOOR,GALINO-6,MANGAL
BAZAR, DELHI-110092,Have
Changed My Name To
ASHWANI VERMA For All Future
Purposes 0040841092-6

I,ALAM GEER,S/O-SHER
KHAN,R/O-HNO-D-167,STNO-21
NEAR-NOOR MASIJID OLD
MUSTAFABAD, DELHI-110094,
HAVE CHANGED MY NAME
ALAM GIRTO ALAM GEERFOR
ALL PURPOSES. 0040841065-1

l, Yash Pal Singh, son of Brij
Ballabh, residing at FLAT
NO.132, GROUND FLOOR,
RADHA CITY, GOVERDHAN
ROAD, SATOHA ASGARPUR,
MATHURA, UTTAR PRADESH
Pincode-281004, have changed
my name to Yashpal Singh for
all purposes. 0071020760-1

I, Vijender Kumar s/o Kashmiri
Lal Gupta R/0 G-4 /29-30, sector
16, Rohini Delhi 89 have
changed my nameto Vijender
Kumar Gupta. 0071020790-1

I, Udaypal Singh S/O Ganga
Singh Rawat R/0 EU-16A,
Vishaka Enclave, Pitampura,
Delhi-110034, have changed my
name to Udaypal Singh Rawat.

0040841093-1

I, Thakur Sweta Singh W/o
Vishok Singh R/o Flat No.B-
1401,Amrapali Eden Park,
Sector-50,Noida,
Guatambuddha nagar,
Uttarpradesh-201301,have
changes my name to Sweta
Singh. 0071020740-1

I, Sayar Devi Sethia W/o Amar
Chand Sethia R/0 F-13/5, Model
Town-Il, Delhi-110009 have
changed my name to SHASHI
SETHIA for all future purposes.

0040841054-1

I, Sachin Dabas S/o No.JC46811L
Rank Ex Sub Nitranjan Singh
R/o Sultan Pur Dabas, North
West Delhi-110039 have
changed my name to Sachin
Kumar vide affidavit date 23-2-
26 before Delhi. 0071020757-1

I, Ravi S/0 Rajesh Kumar Sood, I-
1029A, Gali No-23, Hari Nagar
Extn., Jaitpur, Delhi-44 have
changed my name to Ravi
Sood. 0071020788-1

I, 0 CSharma,S/o-Dev Raj
Sharma,Address-G-4/104,first
floor,NEO Town, GH-03,
Opposite to Nirala Estate Tech
Zone 4 Greater noida Gautam
Budha nagar,Uttar Pradesh-
201306. have changed my name
to Onkar Chand Sharma

0040841065-5

I, Prince Wasan S/o Om Prakash
Wason, R/011/22, GF, Patel
Nagar, New Delhi-8, declares
that henceforth my name will
be known as PRINCE WASON
forall purpose. 0040840971-3

I, Poonam Saini W/o Amit
Kumar R/o Flat No-159, OM
Apartment, Pocket -2, Dwarka,
Sector-14, Delhi- 110078, have
changed my minor daughter’s
name from Yoshi aged 12
years to Yoshi Saini forever

0071020799-1

I, OM PRAKASH BANSAL S/0 Tej
Pal, R/0 336-C, Hari Nagar,
Ashram, New Delhi-110014,
have changed my name to OM
PRAKASH for all purposes.

0040840971-2

I, Nuzhat Malik W/o Malik
Mohammad Zafar, 131-C,
Pocket-A, DDA Flats, Sukhdev
Vihar, Delhi-25 have changed
my name to Nuzhat Jahan.

0071020783-1

I, Nitin Singh s/o Rajender
Singh, R/0 33-B, Suyal Bari
Road, Nathuwakhan, Baret,
PO: Devdwar, Nainital,
Uttarakhand-263158, have
changed my name to Nitin
Singh Biroriya. 0040840971-1

I, Neetu Taneja d/o Vijay Ahuja
r/o B-3/455, FF, Paschim Vihar,
Delhi-110063 have changed my
nameto NEETU AHUJA

00408409721

I, Monpal Chopra s/o Krishan
Lalr/0 A-22, Manak Vihar, Tilak
Nagar, Delhi-110018 have
changed my name to MONPAL

0040840972-3

I, Mohd. Saleem S/o Samay Din
R/0 H.N0.225, J- Extn., Street
No.6,LaxmiNagar, Delhi-
110092 have changed my name
from Saleem Ahmed to Mohd.
Saleem for all future purposes.

0040840975-1

I, Kalpana Devi Sachan d/o Ram
Chander Sachanr/o RZ-
26P/53A, Gali-37, Indra Park,
Palam Colony, Delhi-110045
have changed my nameto
KALPANA SACHAN

0040840972-2

I, KM ASHA W/O-NARENDRA
SINGH,R/0 6,3RD FLOOR,
POCKET-14,SECTOR-22,
ROHINI, DELHI-110086,have
changed my name to ASHA
DEVI 0040841091-2

I, KESHAV KUMAR ROY, S/0 Vijay
Kumar Roy, R/0 B-115, Galino
9, Jaitpur EXTN part-2, South
Delhi-110044, have changed
my name to KESHAV
BHARDWAIJ for all future
purposes. 0130062189-1

l, Jiwan Sehgal (DOB-
01/11/1955) W/o Late ShriS.C.
Sehgal R/0 G-91, Gete No-5,
Chandani Street-2, Alfa-2,
Greater Noida Dist. G.B.Nagar,
U.P-201310 have changed my
name & Date of Birth to
Radhika Sehgal (DOB-
07/09/1956) for all future
purposes. 0071020801-1

I, Gayatari,W/o-Siddharth
Goel,R/0-WZ-104, Plot No.G-
93,Street No.6, G-block,Hari
Nagar, Delhi-110058,have
changed my name to Gayatri
Goel 0040841091-4

I, Jigyasu Wadhwa, R/o0 H.No.10,
Road No.57, West Punjabi
Bagh, New Delhi-110026, have
changed my daughter’s name
from Heer Wadhwato HeerJ
Wadhwa (DOB:09-08-2025), for
all purposes. 0040840973-1

I, JAY KISHAN KUMARS/0
RAMESH SAH R/o WARD NO-07
VILL PURPATHAR, BEGUSARAI,
BIHAR-848204, declares that
henceforth my name will be
known as RAJU KUMAR for all
purposes. 0040841049-1

I, Geeta Devi, have changed my
name to Gita Yadav and shall
hereafter be known as Gita
Yadav for all purposes.

0130062186-1

I, Chinkey Grover W/o Bhaskar
Pancholi R/0 H-2101, Great
Value Sharanam, Sector-107,
Noida, UP-201301, have
changed my name to AASHI
PANCHOLI for all future
purposes. 0071020762-1

I Basant Kumar S/0 Sh.Ram
Gopal R/0 HOUSE NO.-199-200,
POCKET-5,SECTOR-22, ROHINI,
BEGUMPUR, NORTH WEST
DELHI-110086 have lost my
original Perpetual Lease of
Property executed by DSIIDC
HAVING ADDRESS PLOTNO.57
POCKET-M SEC-1 DSIIDC
BAWANA IND AREA DELHI-
110039 in favour of Sh.ANAND
PRODUCTS proprietor Basant
Kumar. Finders may contact at
above address. Phone
no.9811597858

0040840960-2

I, PUNYISH JAIN,S/O LATESP
JAIN, R/O: F-180A, WEST GURU
ANGAD NAGAR, LAXMI NAGAR,
DELHI-110092. MY BUILDER
BUYER AGREEMENT FOR MY
FLAT NO.B3-1107,IN
AMRAPALIDREAM VALLEY,
PHASE-2, GREATER NOIDA HAS
LOST SOMEWHERE (EFIRNO.:
124469/2026 ). ‘PLEASE
RETURN, IFFOUND AT MY
ABOVE RES. ADDRESS.

0040841040-1

I,Rakesh Kumar Ailawadi,
S/0.Krishan Chandra Ailawadi
Owner of House.No.
172,Sector-19,Dwarka,New-
Delhi-110075,have lost my
Original-Conveyance Deed
Dated:22/04/2004,0n-
10/02/2026 at around 2 P.M.I
was going to the market of
Sector-19, Dwarkato get
photocopy of the same.If
found please contact at-
9871493123.

0040841092-10

LOST & FOUND

This is to inform the general
public and concerned
authorities that my following
Maritime documents have
been lost/misplaced on dated
10- Feb -2026 nearby
Rajendranagar.1.GMDSS GOC
Booklet: D-5460.2.01L DCE
Endorsement (Advance
training): DCN0O2DEL24011286.
3.GMDSS COC(GMDSS
Endorsement) GMDSS COC-
127610(Cert. No.
GMDSSDEL25020151)4.0ther
related maritime training
certificates FIR has been
lodged in Modinagar Thana.lf
found, kindly contact the
undersigned at the details
given below. Arshnoor
Singh,8/193Rajendranagar,Mo
dinagar,Ghaziabad,
U.P.201204,7088889721

0130062188-1

I,Ranjana,W/o-Late Raj Pal
Singh,Have Lost Share-
Certificate Of Flat.No.A-12,
Shivlok Apartment,Group
Housing Society,Plot.No-6,
Sector-6,Dwarka,New Delhi-
110075, Finder Contact: 070119
41959

0040841095-11

I, Himanshu Sehgal S/o Sh. S.D.
Sehgal has to inform that we
have misplaced the Original
Allotment Letter, Possession
Letter and Share Certificate in
respectto Flat Bearing No. 101,
Link Apartments, Plot No.18,
I.P. Extension, Patpargan],
Delhi-110092 and the same is
nottraceable by my best
efforts. Mobile No: 9220238650

0040840967-1

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to public at large that
my client SH. HARBHAJAN SINGH LAMBA
S/O LATE SH. PRITAM SINGH LAMBA R/O
J-3/195, FIRST FLOOR, RAJOURI GARDEN,
NEHRU MARKET, NEW DELHI, has severed
all his relations from his son SH. JASMEET
SINGH LAMBA, (alongwith his wife SMT.
SHANU BANGA), their legal heirs, and their
associates, disowned and debarred all of them
from all his movable and immovable properties
with immediate effect because of harassment,
threaten, torture, cruelty, atrocities committed
by them against my client.

Any person dealing with them shall be doing
so at their own risk, cost and consequences.
My client shall not be responsible in any
manner for the same.

A.K.VERMA (ADVOCATE) D/636/13
District Centre, Janakpuri, New Delhi-58

IMPORTANT NOTICE

This ig b Indanm o genaral punhbs thal
arignal paper of Phat Mo, 15, Block-A,
CAS5IA NODOSA ESTAT,
measuring T64.46 sq.mir., situabod
at Secior-CHI-0Y, Greater Maoida,
District-Gauam Budh Magar, UP.
have baen G5 someatang FIR LAR
Mo. Z02600001%7E70 datad
23,02 2028 Above menttoned
prapesty s already modaace with
State Bank of India Home Lodan
Centre Allgan|, Lucknow, UPR Rz io
bie knorar that 1 {Sanjay Kumar S
danestmwar Snghl do nol misuzsa lhe
abowe original Transdar dead and o
nat sell ha above property in future #|
da | aen Ll far @ak, I army person,
fnancal imsliluion, compary, have
clam in the above sad proparly or
original Transfer deed dated
26052008, dacuman? Noo 3T50,
plaese registered your claim within 15
days in the office an SB1, Hame Loan
Cening, Algarg lucknow, P (4457
through Kunwar Rajeshwar,
Advocale SB1, Moblle Ne.
9415418880, THISEA561], otherwise
the above sald property desmed to
be free fram all encumbrances.

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is hereby notified to General Public that my
client Sh. DARSHAN LAL BAJAJ son of Sh.
Ram Parkash resident of CD-17. Pitampura,
Delhi-110034, have severed his relation with his
Daughter in Law Mrs. Geeta Bajaj W/o Sh.
Brijesh Bajaj & his Grand Daughter Ms. Aishani
Bajaj D/o Sh. Brijesh Bajaj both R/o 590-AB,
Rishi Nagar, Rani, Bagh, Delhi-110034 & his
Daughter in Law Mrs. Shallu Bajaj W/o Sh.
Rahul Bajaj R/o CD-17, Pitampura, Delhi-
110034, due to their quarrelsome, misbehavior,
unsocial and unethical attitude. My clients
debars/disowns them from all movable and
immovable properties and from relation with
immediate effects. My client shall not be
responsible at all for their any kind of act.
Sd/-
ARVIND KUMAR
Advocate
Enrl. No. D-1371/95

¥ PUBLIC NOTICE
|, heraby infoem o the Pubic &l lame
fhed my cliends (1) Shn Surinder
#umar Jain S Lale Behdas Chand
Jain & [2) Mrs. Reeta Jain Win Shii
Surinder Kumar Jain Ria B-3/64
Ashok Vinar Phase-ll, Dehe110052,
nave sevgrad ol [ disconraciad ther
all relations | connectons wilh their
Son Shri Sushant Jein gnd hawve
debareddisowned him. from ket &l
movezhle & Immoveadle properties,
for sl inbends and purposes. i anybody
deas wih lem hecshe shad Be uly
reEpansible Bar Al fulune ConSeqURRoRs.
HIFANJAN SINGH TOMAR (Advocata)

Flat Mo #53, Pid 13, Seaoor-24, Rofend, Dofte85

PUBLIC NOTICE )
Matica is heesty givan thatthe original Sak
Dead dated 200062022 in respect o

penperty baanng Mo, RI-G-64, Manek
enclyen Knasia Mo, B2 '.-':rng: Patam
it s uring SO0 40, yds . standng in e
naime ol Smd F.Ii'h!l!l-r|l'.,_ll|'-'.1ll_ A'aH. Na
1568-1/1G. Shevaji - Naps, Gurugrsm,
Haryana-122001, duly registered a5
Documont Mo, 7091 Book Ko, 1
Registration Yaar 2022-2023, Seb-
Regiztras-£4. Mew Dathi. has been
nst'mispliacal. 1ra owner IIIE'E.il:HE‘ EL =l
ol the (053 on ORU02.2026 & urugram
agnd -3 Lost Properly Report Fas besn
indged with Heyeea Police, PS. Shivaj
WA, Gurogram vids hpphsation Ro
13227 02RO TS ThSak Dpad wis in
awlul posspssads O Dhe Oweer Ay
persca, bank, fingncial inslihdion o
athoniby hiwing anmy cm, objection. lken,
charge.  marlgage. encumbsante oo
mHerestn W?Hdﬂ“ﬂflﬁ'ﬂfﬂﬂumﬁ'{ﬁ
reared m imomm the '.T'U[‘:'Sl]ﬂ[!.' WEN
15 cays from publication- hereof, 1allng
which i shall ba presumed that no sach
Claam Exists znd the owner enakl be al
dberty o kake apgen priste legal steps:
For and on babat of
Srel. Azree Ghkasear §Tarun Shama) Adeacaiz|
Chamber Ma. 603, Dwarka Cowrts.
Place; Hew Deihi
[rafend: 23,00 2024

PUBLIC NOTICE

Eniire Buli-up Properly Bearing ko276 (K
S35, Meisieng 53450 Yos | stualed @l
Buredwars Road, Koda Mubarakple, Nas
Det, pompiising o Grownd Floar and M
Fiest Aoge with TermciHoot Raghts ovar and
Eivireg B il Wncarne 1o 2l Tré wiham ey el
Wi Meha Sabharwal /0 Ason Xumar
Sahharwal, mesidieg ot TO| Durasia Apdt, Godl
Gourse Rpad, OLF Phess-5, Sacior-53,
Bungion, Haryanz- 122007 expculad
ereral Power of Bdomey on 18 V2 HEDL 0
(Esa[sICt oF TR EE (HOPArTy in Tirs0ur oF hoy
lalter ‘Shii Arom Kusge Gias Raun Kunci
Gahharsal S Shn Cenath, Fin K53 wota
Mubarakpur, Maw Delhi-110003, vide
Regsvation Mo.2035, m Addiond Book
e, 1, wolime R Bl on gages 1400 15
w1012 2023, taloeg tha ollice of the Sub-
RegistrasV1y Soufh Eagf Delenee Colom,
Wew Diedni. My dient intends 0 revokecans ol
Pl £8P bedona tha ottice al ha Sub-
Regisiiad with frea will, wilhoul any oedsads
pressure, influence irom anybody
whaleoewar Gowimd Righi (Adocate|

Enrl. No.0/1340,/2007

Mew Deife-110073
Mchilke: ESETTRLTE]

PUBLIC NOTICE

To be known to all that I, B. K. BHASIN ALIAS
BHUSHAN KUMAR BHASIN S/O LATE. S. R.
BHASIN ALIAS SANT RAM BHASIN, R/O- FLAT.
NO-44D, 1ST FLOOR, JANTA FLAT, SHEIKH
SARAI, PHASE-2, NEW DELHI-17, Allottee of
FLAT. NO-44D, IST FLOOR, JANTA FLAT,
SHEIKH SARAI, PHASE-2, NEW DELHI-17. I
applied for conversion of the aforesaid flat from lease
hold to free hold in DDA. The original documents ie.
ORIGINAL DEMAND LETTER & POSSESSION
LETTER of the above flat have been lost. An FIR to
this effect has been lodged in PS Crime branch Delhi.
Any person claiming any right, interest, having any
objection or found in possession of original documents,
may write/contact with above named person at above
Mobile No.-9811219922 within 15days from the date of
publication of this notice. The person claiming any
right, interest, objections with respect to this property
can personally inform or write to Deputy
Director(LAB) Housing Janta, D-Block, 3RD Floor,
Vikas Sadan, INA, New Delhi.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Be it known to all that Apartment No.

CGV-164, 16th Floor, Tower-V,
Parking No.-PV-2044, DLF Capital
Greens, 15-Shivaji Marg, Moti Nagar
New Delhi-110015 was registered in
the name of Chandra Prakash Malik
slo Khushi Ram Malik, who expired
on 16-04-2023, & after his demise, his
daughter Geeta Malik Mannes
become the sole owner of above said
property on the basis of Relinquishment
Deed executed on 31.10.2025 by all
other legal heirs of deceased, and
accordingly the name of Ms. Geeta
Malik Mannes is being noted in DLF’s
record in respect of the captioned flat.
If anybody has any objection to this,
he/she may approach M/s. DLF Home
Developers Ltd., or the undersigned
within 21 days of publication of this notice.

Jagdish Chandra Trikha (Adv.),
M-4, Civil Side, Tis Hazari Court,
Delhi-110054.

"IMPORTANT"

Whilst care is taken prior to
acceptance of advertising
copy, itis not possible to verify
its contents. The Indian
Express (P) Limited cannot
be held responsible for such
contents, nor for any loss or
damage incurred as aresultof
transactions with companies,
associations or individuals
advertising in its newspapers
or Publications. We therefore
recommend that readers
make necessary inquiries
before sending any monies
or entering into any
agreements with advertisers
or otherwise acting on an
advertisement in any
manner whatsoever.

WEBSITE
NAME OF OPENING AMOUNT /
No, | POARD/CORP/ NOTICE TENDER DATE CLOSING | EMD (APPROX) | o Coinp) | CONTACT DETAILS/EMAL
) AUTH DATE (TIME) IN RUPEES AUTH
COMPREHENSIVE ANNUAL : '
HSAMB, MAINTENANCE AND OPERATION 73.02.2026 EMD N 0819100311
1 ROHTAK OF 4 NOS. 500 KVA DG SET 03.03.2006 | Rs. 22.600/ https://etenders.hry.nic.in enelectrohtak2025 hsamb @gmal com
SYSTEM, AT AGRO MALL, o S =20V ' '
ROHTAK (2026-27) |
| | | | |
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION KINDLY VISIT : www.haryanaeprocurement.gov.in or www.etenders.hry.nic.in No- 43296/HRY|

Crovernment of Jharkhand

Jharkhand Flying Institute
A Society Regd. Under Department of | '
Cabinet Secretariat & Yigilance

(Civil Aviation DMvision)

State Hangar, Birsa Munda Airport, Hinoo Ranchi-S34(0402
E-mail-jfLgovtilyie gmail.com,
Website-www.jharkhandaviation.in
e-Tender Ref, No: -Ale-GT/AIFL69/2025-113 /Ranchi.

Date:- 20.02.2026
e-GLOBAL RE-TENDER NOTICE

e-Tenders under TWO BID SYSTEM are hereby invited by |

Jharkhand Flyving Instioute (JFI} from Adrceaft Manufaciurers! Authonzed
Distributor of ManuTacturers! Authorized Vendors for purchase of Brand- |
New Two-Seater / Four-Seater Trainee Aireraft in 151 Phase, initially 04 |
aireraft for training purpose. The JFI plan is to purchase 15 airerafl in
different phases subject to the requirement of JFI in different sehedule |
forits Flying Training Organization a5 per the following schedule of events: |
| L[ Tender Ref No 1 Ale-GTITEN692025-113. Dated:-20.02.2026 ||
| e-badsare hereby mvited by the Jhorkhand
| Elyvinge Institwte, Cowe. of Jharkhand bor
: purchase of Brand-New Two-Seater / Four-

Seater Trainee Avrcrafi in 150 Phose, fnitially
| (4 aircraft for framing pumose.
| B 10,0000 (Rs, Ten Theusand only)
| Through Online Maode {MNos-Betundable)

| L]

Mame of Work

3. lender Participahon

Publish of Tender on website) St
of Downloading Tender Documents
5. | Btart of Submission of e-hids

"'_ |t et for sondbamseom of e-<hids
7 . Chpening of Technical Bids

B, | Opening of Financial Bids

ey’ ~ Kot s

A | Aveard of agnéemient

| 2RI 3G O6-r P

e (o Pl
| rl'i"lilt-'.:'l.l.-fi'_ (1330 P
| RONE H26; (530 MM
| Tobe notificd later.
| Shall be notified later
| Withen A months o the award of the
| contruc
Managing Birector, Jharkhand Flying
Institate, Gt of Iharkhand
1 illlillivl.;':l:‘\:llu-: Mob. No, for further ' ELDH:!_:ulhr._,ll.l,{:;;f:lllgll e LI
{ e | F-".'ili'-l:r-i.gll'l II]g.-l'r_! il cul
For further detailz visit-www, jharkhandaviation.in and for applving onling,
please visit woww, jharkhandtenders, gov.in Sdi- Capt. S.P. Sinha
Managing Director,
Jharkhand Flving Institute |

10, | Delvery of Aarcrafl

1 Officer Invitmg e-Temder

PR 373501 Civil Aviation (25-26)_D

GOVERNMENT OF HARYANA [TNIINON0

OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR, CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES

GOVT. OF JHARKHAND

BID NOTICE FOR PROCUREMENTS& SUPPLY OF COMPUTER HARDWARE TO
COOPERATIVE TRAINING INSTITUTE, FEDERATIONS AND OFFICES UNDER

REGISTRAR, CO-OPERATIVE SOCIETIES, JHARKHAND"

No. 381

Dated: 20.02.2026

Office of the Registrar, Co-operative Societies, Jharkhand invites bids for procurament anuf
supply of computer hardware to Co-operative Training Institute, Fedarations, and offices under Registrar, |
Cooperative Societies, Jharkhand. Interested bidder can download the RFP document from
www.cooperative, jharkhand.gov.in or GeM Portal,

The Pre-qualification, technical and financial bids vide Bid no- GEMZ026/B/T236001 =hall be |
submitted anline through Gel Portal, the deadline of the submission of the bid is given below;

[ 8. No. Description

| Earnest Money Start date for online | End date for online | |

Deposit (EMD) bid downloading bid submission
Procurament and supply of
computer hardware lo Co-operative | A= par Bid
1 Training Institute, Federations, and | Rs. 4,12,000.00 | As per Bid document dncl?ument

offices under Registrar, Cooperative|
Sociaties, Jharkhand

The prospective bidder(s) should submit their suggestions observations, if any, in writing / amail |

by the date as mentioned in the RFP schedule. Only suggestions / observations received in writing/email will :
be clarified and any modification of the RFP documeants shall be made by Office of the Registrar, Co-operative |
Societies, Jharkhand exclusively through the issue of an addendumd/corrigendum. The RFP uploaded shall ba |
read along with any modification. Authorized representatives of prospective bidder(s) can attend the said |
meeting and obtain clanfication regarding specifications, works & RFP conditions. '

The RFP document s avaliable onhttps:/jharkhand.govin/agriculture/des and GeM portal along |

with this Bid notice.

The bidders are required to submit Earnest Money Deposit (EMD) of R5.4,12,000.00/- (Rupees
Four Lakh Twelve Thousand Only) in form of bank guarantee/ demand draft issued by any commercial bank |
inthe favour of the Reqistrar, Co-operative Sociaties, Jharkhand. :

Note: - The original copies of EMD should be submitted to the Office of Registrar Co-|
operative Societies, Jharkhand as perthe Schedule mentioned in this RFP document.

The Offica of the Registrar, Co-operativa Societies, Jharkhand shall not be liable for any omission, ;
mistake orerror in respect of any of the above or on account of any matter or thing arising cut of or concerning |
or relating to the RFF or the Bidding Process, including any error or mistake therein or in any information or !

data given.

The Office of the Registrar, Co-operative Societies, Jharkhand raserves the nght to reject all or |
any of the bid(s) without assigning any reason at any stage.

Bidders shall note that any corrigandum issued regarding this bid notice/RF P will be published on |
the Gel portal only. No comigendum will be published in the local newspapers. The bid is technology neutral i
and intended to encourage fair competition. Mo specification shall be interpreted to favor or disadvantage any |

particular bidder,

| PR 373510 Co-opretive (25-26)_D

Sdi-
Registrar, Co-operative Societies,
Jharkhand

TENDER NOTICE

Sealed Tender Bids on firm letterhead are invited for empanelment of their
institution for the purpose of providing training to the 350 volunteers. The
training will be residential. The firms are requested to submit/ quote
rates/bids as per below mentioned particulars as decided by the Office of]
Deputy Commissioner, Nuh:

Sr. No. Particulars

Details

1. Food

Cumulative rates for food in a day i.e. breakfast,
lunch, dinner and tea (2times) for one person. As per
Menu attached on Annexure-1.

2. Accommodation
and
Hospitality

Room Charges with Basic Amenities (Mattresses,
Sheets, Soap, Hand wash, Shampoo etc). In case
volunteers stay.

3. |Training venue cost |Lecture hall &Training hall with at least 150

seating capacity with Projector and PR system with
photographer.

4.  |Transportation cost

Per Kilometer charges

Tentative Schedule of
Training

Batch-1 150 Volunteers
Batch-2 100 Volunteers
Batch-3 100 Volunteers

09-15 March, 2026
16-22 March, 2026
23-29 March, 2026

of bids/quotations:

Last date and time of receipt

03-03-2026 upto 03:00pm

the officer to whom the

addressed:

Designation and address of

tender bids/quotation is to be

District Revenue Officer, Nuh
Room No.223, Mini Secretariat, Nuh

information.

Any incomplete tender bid received after the time fixed to the due date is
liable to be rejected. Detailed specification of various items mentioned here
has also been listed on district official website: https://nuh.gov.in/ for more

Terms & Conditions:

hd

No. 43289/HRY

1. Items shall be FOR.

2. Tax will be paid as per Government instructions.

3. Tender bids received after the fixed date will be rejected.

4. Non-cash mode payment will be made after the completion of the

training by the representative of undersigned.

District Revenue Officer, Nuh reserve all rights to revise the menu.

6. District Revenue Officer, Nuh reserve the rights to reject any or all the
tenders without assigning any reason what so ever.

Deputy commissioner,
Nuh

New Delhi




THE INDIAN EXPRESS

*CROSSWORD 5921

1 2 3 4 |5 6 7
HEEE R
9 10
11 12
13 |14 15
16 17
18 19 20 21
22 23
24 ‘ | ‘ \ 25 ‘ \
ACROSS DOWN
1Aim to express 1Busy tenant (6)
disapproval (6) 2 Girl making article in stone (5)

4 Empty talk over the 3 Third-class packaging? (7)
Sahara? (3,3) 5 Give instructions to

9 One can’t alter what’s society (5)

inborn (7) 6 Where lots go despite rising
10 Like the cubed root of carrot  prices (7)

perhaps (5) 7 The pungent root in an extra
11 She gets it pat perhaps (5) dish (6)

12 Stories about raids (7) 81t checks on underground
13 A status symbol (5,2,4) movement (11)

18 Decorate one way or the 14 Longin’ for a painkiller (7)
other (7) 15 Even in sorrow taxpayers
20 Clergyman provides contribute to it (7)

transport after six (5) 16 Important advocate not

22 Enter the lists? (5) without heart (6)

23 Use this and presumably 17 In time a little beast will
all’s well (7) make mistakes (6)

24 One who cares to make an 19 It naturally beats peas and
offer (6) beans (5)

25 Commander left lacking 21Long after getting key to the
several divisions (6) treasure (5)

SOLUTIONS CROSSWORD 5920 ACROSS: 1Infanta, 5 Secco, 8 Press for
money, 9 Lehar, 10 Impious, 11 Grille, 12 Apathy, 15 Offence, 17 Roods, 19
Breaking point, 20 Ended, 21 Sweater DOWN: 1Impel, 2 Fresh-air fiend, 3
Nostril, 4 Adonis, 5 Sum up, 6 Contortionist, 7 Odyssey, 11 Goodbye, 13
Porkpie, 14 Tennis, 16 Naked, 18 Satyr

JUMBLED WORDS

Given below are four jumbled words. Solve the jumbles to make
proper words and move them to the respective circles below.
Select the letters in the shaded circles and jumble them to get the
answer for the given quip.

Thereisno__but .- Christopher Marlowe (3,.,9)
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e OVERTHE HEDGE BY MICHAEL FRY & T LEWIS
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BY BILL WATTERSON

HON COULD ANNONE WEAR
1| UT SHOES SO FAST 7

I'M WALKING BACKWAKDS SO e
WHAT ARE THAT WHEN PECOPLE SEE MY THAT MIGHT WORK IF YOU
YOU DOING, TRACKS THEY WON'T BE ABLE WEREN'T WEARING YOLUR )|
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NORTHERN RAILWAY

WACANCIES/EMPANELMENT OF STAFF IN AF SCHOOL AGRA

Applications are invited from eligible candidates for the below
mentioned posts in AF School Agra.
Ser Post Vacancy Type of
No. Vacancy
1 | NIT 02 | Regular
2 Lab attendant (Chemistry) 01 Regular
3 | Special Educator 01 Contractual
4 | TGT (English) 01 | Contractual
5 | Art & Craft instructor 01 | PartTime
6 | Football instructor 01 Part Time
7 Basketball instructor 01 Part Time
8  Skating instructor 01 Part Time
9 | Swimming Coach 01 Part Time
10 = Life Guard instructor 02 Part Time
11 | Yoga instructor 01 | Part Time
12 Volleyball instructor 01 Part Time
13 Music instructor 01 Part Time
14 = NTT Art & Craft instructor 01 | PartTime
For Eligibility criteria, application form and other details please visit
AF School website www.airforceschoolagra.edu.in. Last date for
receipt of application addressed to the principal Air Force School, Agra
or E-mail to jobs@airforceschoolagra.edu.in is 11 Mar 26. The SMC
reserves the right of cancelling the selection process at any stage even
after the advertisement without any notice or assigning any reason.

Invitation of Tenders through E-Procurement system
Principal Chief Materials Manager, Northern Raflway, New Delhi-110001, for and
an behalf of the President of India, inviles e-tenders through e-procuremant
syslem for supply of the following items; -

5. | Tender Brief Description City. Closing

MO| Mo. Date

04 | 7TT256719A| CHECK RAIL ASSEMBLY FOR LEVEL 4272 BET |18-03-28
CROSSING AS PER RDS0

02 | 7TT26002T | RUMNING COMTRACT FOR 10KMM 3401112 NOS| 23-03-26

RGC THICK CGRSP
03 | 192550464 | MACHINE ROOM BLOWER INCLUDING| 186 NOS | 23-D3-26

MACTOER
04 | TT26303T | RUNNING CONTRACT FOR 10MM 114000 MOS | 06-04-26

RGC THICK CGRSP
05| 77260022 |RUMNING CONTRACT FOR 146130 NOS | 13-04-26

RGC GALVANIZED PLATE SCREW
NOTE -1, Vendors may visil the IREPS website i.e, waww.ireps.gov.in [mx 5]
for details. 2. No Manual offer will be antertained, _1: ,. ~
Tender Notice NO. 89/2025-2026 Dated : 24.02.2026 62602026  |[&]% e

SERVING CUSTOMERS WITH ASMILE

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING

THE APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON
See Section 82 Cr. P.C

Whereas complaint has been made before me that the accused person
Mamely: 1. Kalam Sheikh, Sio. Siddiak Sheikh, Rlo.: H.No.242, Temur
Nagar Camp, New Friends Colony, Delhi, Accused No.2 Harun Sheikh,
Sfo, Altaf Sheikh, Rio.: H.No.93, Gali No.3, Sangam Vihar, Wazirabad,
Dethi and Accused No.3 Mohd. Rahul Khan, S/e. Mohd. Mussraf, Rio.:
H.No.93, Gali No.3, Sangam Vihar, Wazirabad, Delhi have committed {or
are suspected to have committed) the offence in a case vide FIR
No.426/2023 U/S 458/392/397/1120B/411/34 IPC reqgistered at P.3 Model
Town, North West District, Delhi and it has been returmed on a warrant of
arrest thereupon issued sfating that the said accused Kalam Sheikh,
Harun Sheikh and Mohd. Rahul Khan could not be found and whereas it
has been shown to my safisfaction that accused Kalam Sheikh, Harun
Sheikh and Mohd. Rahul Khan are absconded (or are concealing
themselves to avoid the service of the said warrani).

Proclamation Is heraby made that the said Kalam Sheikh, Harun Sheikh
and Mohd. Rahul Khan, accused of FIR No. 426/2023 U/S

458/392/397/120B8/411/34 IPC, P.S Model Town, Morth West District,
Delhi are required to appear before the court to answer the said complaint

on or before 27.03.2026.
By Order, Sh. Jagmohan Singh
DP/2382INW/I2026 Additional Session Judge-03 (North)
(Court Matter) Room No,312, Rohini Courts, Delhi

@‘ TAMIL NADU WATER SUPPLY AND DRAINAGE BOARD

IFB No. /Dt.23.02.2026

INVITATION OF BIDS -ITEM WAR (Two Cover System)
Second call (Short Term) e-Submission

28 [F.O & M of CWSS (K.T.C) 2026-29/DO /CE/VLR/2026/

RAJASTHAN GRAMEEN AAJIVIKA VIKAS PARISHAD

(3rd Floor, B-Block Udhyog Bhawan, C-Scheme, Jaipur-302005) Contact no. 2227416, 5188112
File No. F.36(38)RD/RGAVP/Non Farm/Budget Announcement/15167-69 date:- 17.02.2026

Corrigendum
59 BRI gRT ORI §—{ds a1 WA F.36(38)RD/RGAVP/Non Farm/
Budget Announcement/ Rajkaj Ref 20429075 fa=id 10.02.2026 ¥ 3ifdhd &I &1 A9

“Selection of agency to provide services of the Branding, Packaging, Design,

Marketing, E-Commerce Development, Logistics Services, etc” P WM W
“Selection of agency for providing Integrated Solution for Branding, Packaging -
Design,Promotion & Communication Plan for Diverse Product-Categories under the
RAJSAKHI Umbrella-brand” Ta&T ST |

Raj.Samwad/C/25/21025

Project Director (Admin)
RGAVP

H.OL: “UJJWAL", Maharani Bagh, G.NM.5. Road, Dehradun-248006
Telephones: (135-2T63808, Fax: 0435-2T635048
CiN No., U40101URZ001SGCO25866 Waebstewww. ujvnl uk.gov.in

V4

o

WPl
Leflar Mo: 159

Due 1o unavoidable reasons the deles of edender no 01/DGMICD-IY
ICELakhwar 202 5-26 for "Oplimization of the present shear zone treatment
methodology and its improvisation™ for the Lakhwar Muliipurpose Project
(MPP) Uttarakhand are hereby extended as follows: -

Last Date for submission of bid document on website:
08.03.2026up to15:00 Hrs,

Last Date for submission of documents in Hard copy: 12.03.2026
upto 15:00 Hrs.

For fuller ‘& further details,
“hitps:/luktenders.gov.in”

Kindly wisit - e-procurement portal

DGM(CD-Il),CD&H
UJVNLIimited, Dehradun

“AVOID WASTEFUL USE OF ELECTRICITY"

&

PHI® ;- 9.1 (1) B11HB/2026/2160
fAfd<r d%=am : 02/2025-26
& 3a+¢l (Rate Contract) d =i # AMMAfAT (Empanelment)
R e ved (RAfder) Aat aq

(UBN No. RHB2526SLRC00361)
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LISCH

TAMIL NADU WATER SUPPLY AND DRAINAGE BOARD

Invitation of Bids—Two Cover—Iltem War Tender System

(E-Submission — Short Term) (2™ Call)

IFB No.

29 to 32 /[F.O&M of CWSS/SDO/CE-TNJ/2025 Dt.23.02.2026

Eligibility Registered Class | Contractors (Civil)

-Chief Engineer, TWAD Board, No.8, 1* East Main Rd, Gandhi

Eligibility Registered Class | Contractors (Civil)

Tender Invitee

The Chief Engineer, TWAD Board, Thanjavur- 613403

PROCLAMATION

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 25,2026 16

*ROYALSTARS

BY GEORGIA NICOLS

I"Y')

ARIES (MAR 21- APR 20): Today Mercury might trigger
unusual dreams, especially dreams from your past. Se-
crets that you “hid from yourself” might reemerge. This will
be an excellent time for therapy and counselling sessions.
Tonight: Home and family.

TAURUS (APR 21- MAY 21): In the next month, old friends
will resurface in your world in person, online or in your
dreams and thoughts. Mercury Retrograde will be in your
House of Friendships, reactivating relationships from your
past. Tonight: Discussions.

GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21): The next month you will at-
tract old job offers and contacts with former bosses and
pastclients. It's the perfect time to reconnect with these

people. Guard against miscommunications with authority
figures. Tonight: Check your belongings.

CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23): For the next month, you
will finish school projects, manuscripts and screenplays.
It's also a great time to study the past and research history.

Travel plans might be delayed or cancelled. Tonight:

You win.

Enjoy privacy.

Explore and learn.

LEO (JULY 24 - AUG 23): You might become obsessed
about something in the next month. Delays or revisions
might be necessary with financial matters. It's an excellent
time to wrap up details in the same area. Tonight:

VIRGO (AUG 24 - SEP 23): Look your best when you go
out. You will encounter ex-partners, ex-spouses and old
friends in the next month —in person, online or evenin
your dreams and your thoughts. Tonight: Be friendly.

LIBRA (SEP 24 - OCT 23): In the next month, you will
make goofy mistakes, delays and mixed-up communica-
tionsinyour job. It will also help you finish work and wrap
up whatever is on your plate. Tonight: You're noticed.

SCORPIO(OCT 24 -NOV 23): Old flames are bound to be
back in your world in some fashion in the next month. You
might come across them online or in social media or meet
them in person. You can wrap up creative projects. Tonight:

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 24 - DEC 22): Stock the fridge, be-
cause relatives you haven't seen for a while might be
camped in your home at some pointin the next month. On

the upside, it's a great opportunity to finish home projects.
(Put them to work) Tonight: Check your finances.

CAPRICORN (DEC 23 - JAN 20): Be mindful of your trans-
portation. Likewise, mixed-up communications, missed
appointments and increased contacts with siblings are
also likely. Courage! Tonight: Cooperate.

AQUARIUS (JAN 21-FEB 19): Keep an eye on your money
and possessions. Double-check financial transactions. If

shopping, keep your receipts (and the box). However, you
might reapply for ajob where you tried once before. Who
knows? Tonight: Get organised.

PISCES (FEB 20 - MAR 20): You will attract people from
the past back into your world. However, you also might be
dogged with silly errors, delays, transportation problems

and misplaced items. On the upside, you can finish old
business very easily. Tonight: Relax.

SRR gy, e @ e-Tender Notice

Tender No: 29/SE/PHC/ TSR/2025-26

Package I -

03:00:pm Phone : 0487 -
www.etenders.kerala.gov.in

KWA-JB-GL-6-737-2025-26

Jal Jeevan Mission (JJM)-5th SLSSC -Kolazhy Grama Panchayath — Thrissur District-
Providing distribution network and 1900 FHTCs in Kolazhi Grama Panchayath-
Part H -Pipeline Work-1-Balance work EMD :
Tender fee : Rs. Rs. 16,540 /- Last Date for submitting Tender :
2423230 Website :

Rs. 5,00,000/-
11-03-2026
www.kwa.kerala.gov.in

Superintending Engineer
PH Circle, Thrissur

PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

of 06.04.2026.

DP/1910/N/2026(Court Matter)

See Section 82 CrPC

Whereas complaint has been made before me that
accused Parvaiz Kumar Passi S/o M.M. Passi Prop. of
M/S K.M. Arts R/o- E-98, Ground Floor, Sec-52, Noida,
UP And C-214 & C-216, Calandry Gate G.T Road,
Karnal, Haryana has committed (or is suspected to have
committed) the offence in case registered vide Case No.
529563/2016 U/S 138 NI Act, PS Civil Line, Delhi and it
has been returned to a warrant of arrest their upon issued
that the said accused Parvaiz Kumar Passi can not be
found and whereas it has been shown to my satisfaction
that the said Parvaiz Kumar Passi has absconded (or is
concealing himself to avoid the service of the said warrant).
Proclamation is hereby made that the said accused Parvaiz
Kumar Passi of Case No. 529563/2016 U/S 138 NI Act,
PS Civil Line, Delhi is required to appear before this court
{or before me) to answer the complaint on or before the day

By Order,
Ms. Urvi Gupta

Judicial Magistrate First Class(NI Act-01), Central

Room No. 201, Annexe-l|
Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi

PROVISION OF POWER SUPPLY
REDUNDANCY

E-Tender No.: SNT-42-LMG-
2025-26; Dated: 20-02-2026. E
tendars are Invited by the
undersigned far the fallowing work
Hame of work: Provision of Power
Supply redundancy of both aystem of
BPAT (HASBDC/Dual SEDAC) at
alations af Lumding Divislon, Tender
Value: ©5,77 80,732 06; Bld
Securlty: T4 30,000.00; E-tendar
will be Closed ai 15:00 hra. on
1 7-03-2028 and Cpened al 15:30
hes. an 17-03-2028. For delails visil

i wim.
ar. DSTE, Lumding
NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

"saring Lustomers with @ smele

REQUIRING THE

APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSON

e o ueeas, A7
W R pos fEeng= :
I Ua 2 ot [erors (F91a)

T A, AG-281004 (30w0)
Hraves : 8800911902
-3 pm17cds@gmail.com

L.No.:118/M-14/08
Dated : 24.02.2026

https://tntenders.gov.in

Tender Invitee Nagar, Vellore -06 Sale of Bid 26.02.2026 to 12.03.2026 up to 15.00 hours.
. Online Mode or eBG through E-Tendering website
pownloading | 26.02.2026 to 12.03.2026 up to 15.00 Hours EMD Payable | .o ftntenders.gov.in”
1 i - R i i Pre Bid meeting | 05.03.2026 at 11.00 hours at the office of the Tender Invitee.
EMD Payable Online Mode or e-BG through e-Tendering Website

Pre Bid meeting

04.03.2026 at 11.00 AM at the office of the Tender Invitee

Bid Submission

12.03.2026 before 15.00 hours duly Digitally signed encrypted Tenders
through E-Tendering website “https://tntenders.gov.in”

13.03.2026 at 15.30 hours through E-Tender Portal

DIPR/ 1369 /TENDER/2026

SAVE WATER, CONSERVE WATER, EVERY DROP COUNTS

Chief Engineer (i/c),
TWAD Board, Vellore-6

DIPR/ 1371 /TTENDER/2026

SAVE WATER, CONSERVE WATER, EVERY DROP COUNTS Tl [F=TaT=F"

Bid Submission | 12-03-2026 up to 15.00 Hours duly Digitally signed through Bid opening “https://tntenders.gov.in”
e-Tendering Website https://tntenders.gov.in
* IFB Appx. value
Bid opening 13.03.2026 at 15.30 Hours through e-Tender Portal No Name of work (including Bid security
, . ' 18% GST)
IFB AVF;FI)Isz(Iir:;te seElljdrity dberation and Maintenance of the following CWSS including repair, rectification
No. Name of work GST 18%) (Rs. in works and supply of Chemicals for the period from 2026-27 to 2028 -29 2 d
(Rs. in crore) |  lakh) 29 | 5 Nos of CWSS to Thanjavur District (Pkg-26) Rs.13.38 Crore | Rs. 10.04 lakh € said warrant).

Operation and maintenance of CWSS in 3 Districts . .

Chengalpet-13 Nos, Kancheepuram-8 Nos & . 30 . 8 Nos of CWSS to Ariyalur District (Pkg-27) Rs.31.91 Crore | Rs. 23.93 lakh
28 | Thiruvallur-11 Nos. Total- 32 Nos. (Pkg-43) including 21.35 16.50 31 | CWSS to 1766 in Pudukkottai District (Pkg-33) Rs.48.33 Crore | Rs. 36.25 lakh laint ot 20

repair, rectification works and supply of Chemicals for complaint on or before 30.03.2026.

three years period from 01.04.2026 to 31.03.2029. 32 | 4 Nos of CWSS to Trichy District (Pkg-37) Rs.28.06 Crore | Rs. 21.05 lakh

See Section B2 Cr.P.C./ 84 Bharatiya Nanarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023

Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused
Chamman Singh, S/o: Permal, Rl/o: 206 Jatpura, Anoop
Sahar, Bulandshahar, Uttar Pradesh-202390 has
committed (or is suspected to has committed) the offence in
CC No. 1738/2018, U/s: 138 NI Act, Police Station Karol
Bagh, Delhi and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest
thereupon issued that the said accused Chamman Singh
cannot be found and whereas it has been shown to my
satisfaction that the said accused Chamman Singh has
absconded (or is concealing himself to avoid the service of

Froclamation is hereby made that the said accused
Chamman Singh of Police Station Karol Bagh, Delhi is
required to appear before this Courl to answer the said

By Order
Judge Evening Court No. 10

Chief Engineer (i/c), Central, 1” Floor, Room No. 212,
WADRpard, Thanjavur. | | ppj2349/CD/2026 A, o718 Hazari Courts, Delhi
1 . e R =T
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PAKISTAN ON THE BRINK
Brook leads from the front with a ton to complete imperfect chase

Skipper chose Tuesday to make a
statement as abatsman and a leader,
taking England to the WC semi-finals

Tushar Bhaduri
New Delhi, February 24

THE LAST few months haven't
beenkind to Harry Brook. Many
would say that's his own doing,.
The ghosts of the night out in
Wellington at the start of No-
vember had not left him since,
prompting several apologies —
first for going out on the eve of
leading his team in an ODI and
getting punched by a nightclub
bouncer, and then for lying to
protect his teammates.

It didn't help that he hadn't
done much with the bat since,
either in the Ashes — where the
manner of some of his dismis-
sals had England supporters
pulling their hair - orin the T20
World Cup till now.

But the England skipper

hinku flieshome
ahead of

Zimbabweclash

VenkataKrishnaB
Chennai, February 24

INDIA'S MIDDLE-ORDER
batsman Rinku Singh has
flown home from Chennai for
personal reasons, two days
ahead of their Super 8 match
against Zimbabwe in the T20
World Cup. Itisunderstood that
Rinku, who arrived in the city
with the team on Monday, left
for New Delhi on Tuesday
morning, but is expected to re-
join the team on Wednesday.

48 hours before the must-
win fixture, India had a full-
fledged training session at the
MA Chidambaram Stadium.
Apart from Rinku, the rest of
the batting unit had along and
lengthy net session, with Sanju
Samson in particular receiving
plenty of attention from the
coaching staff.

As previously reported, in-
cluding Samson for the Zim-
babwe fixture hasbeen among
India’s discussions. With Ab-
hishek Sharma struggling at
the top and Ishan Kishan not
offering favourable match-ups
against off-spinners, there
have been discussions to break
the pattern by including Sam-
son. But the move would see
other batsmen drop a position,
which could add to the chaos.
To prevent that, there have
been discussions of Suryaku-
mar Yadav at No 3.

Which way India lean re-
mains to be seen, as alter-
natively, the idea of using Shi-
vam Dube as a floater at No 3
also seems to be part of their
thinking. The left-hander, who
has incredible hitting power
against the spinners, can make
opponentsrevisit their strategy
of operating with the tweakers
in the powerplay.

Meanwhile, a batting-
friendly surface hasbeenrolled
out for India’s fixture.

Pitch No 5 has been hand-
picked and unlike other ve-
nues, where India have en-
countered slow, tacky surfaces,
the pitch at Chepauk promises
runs with a par total expected
to be around 180-190. That it is
the centre pitch means
spinners don’t need to worry
about short boundaries.

chose Tuesday to make a state-
mentasabatsmanand aleader
as his 51-ball 100 almost single-
handedly took England to the
semifinals with a two-wicket
win over Pakistan in Pallekele
with five balls to spare.

After the washout against
New Zealand, Pakistan now
need tobeat Sri Lanka and hope
for other results to go their way
to have a chance of progress.

England had been scratchy
throughout the tournament
and didn't play the perfect
game on Tuesday either. Their
fielding was well below par, and
their chase of 165 had got off to
a poor start as Shaheen Shah
Afridi showed some of the
prowess he hasbeen known for,
taking three powerplay wickets
to reduce the two-time cham-

ICC T20 WORLD CUP

Harry Brook scored a 51-ball ton
tolead England to the win. ap

pions to 35/3 inside five overs.
Brookwalked out tobat after
Phil Salt was dismissed off the
firstball of the innings —the first
time he had batted at No.3in his
T20I career — and the captain
counter-attacked with aplomb
even aswickets continued tofall
at the other end, scoring 100 of

* SUPER8GROUP2

POS TEAM

| PLAYED | WON | LOST | N/R | NETRR | POINTS

1 England | 2 2 0 | 0 [+#491] 4
2 | NewZealand | 1 0 o | 1 | o | 1
3 | Pakistan | 2 K 1 | -0461 1
4 SriLanka | 1 1 0 | 0 | -2550 O

the 155 runs scored while he was
in the middle. His knock can be
put in proper context as none of
the otherbatsmenin thetop five
reached double figures. In fact,
apart from Brook, who got out
with 10 runs left to get and saw
two more wickets fall toengineer
a nervy finish, only Will Jacks
(28) and Sam Curran (16) did.
The regular departure of his
teammates never fazed Brook
as he got towork with a bound-
ary and asix offleft-arm seamer
Salman Mirza in the second
over. Pace or spin, offside or on-
side, all were treated with equal
disdain. He, by and large, tar-
geted the straight boundaries -
even off the back foot - and

often made roomto hit over the
offside. The sweep was also put
to good effect, and the number
oftwosthat England ranonthe
large field had Pakistan captain
Salman Ali Agha frustrated.
But it was not all indiscrimi-
nate hitting. Recognising that
spinner Usman Tariq was a
major threat, the England cap-
tain played him relatively cau-
tiously. Afridi (4/30) and Tariq
(2/31) were Pakistan's main
weapons on the day, but the
other spinners—Saim Ayub, Mo-
hammad Nawaz and Shadab
Khan - hardly had any impact
when it really mattered.
Despite losing wickets, the
required run rate was always

under control, and once Brook
had a stable ally in Jacks, their
52-run stand off 31 balls more or
less settled the matter.

In the first 20 overs, there
were ground-fielding errorsand
therare dropped catch, but Pak-
istan were always behind the
par score on the surface. Sahib-
zadaFarhan, theirbestbatsman
in the tournament, was the
main contributor here also, but
was dismissed for a 45-ball 63
with more than four overs left.

As for Babar Azam, he
looked to mean business when
he came in at 27/2 in the fourth
over,buta24-ball25didn'tserve
Pakistan's purpose. England
have a match against the Kiwis
before the semifinals and would
hope Jos Buttler gets into some
kind of rhythm after looking
woefully short of form again.
BRIEF SCORES: Pakistan 164/9
in 20 overs (Sahibzada Farhan
63; Liam Dawson 3/24) lost to
England 166/8 in 19.1 overs
(Harry Brook100; Shaheen Shah
Afridi 4/30) by two wickets.

India’s middle-overs trump card
looks for redemption athome

Varun faces Zimbabwe in amust-win

game at Chepauk, carrying the weight
of his reinvention from 2021

VenkataKrishna B
Chennai, February 24

THE GROUND will be familiar.
Sowill the pressure. On Thurs-
day, Varun Chakaravarthy re-
turns to Chepauk — his home,
his people, his pitch — for what
is effectively a knockout game
for India at the T20 World Cup.
The must-win fixture against
Zimbabwe comes on the back
of a chastening defeat to South
Africa, where the Proteas ap-
peared to hand the world a
blueprint for dismantling him.
And that exposed something
uncomfortable: despite the
presence of Jasprit Bumrah,
India are heavily reliant on
Varun in the middle overs.
When he hasan off day, there is
simply no reliable Plan B.

The scrutiny, then, is in-
tense. But those who know him
best will tell you: he has been
here before.

It was soon after Varun
landed in Chennai following
the 2021 T20 World Cup — a
tournament India failed to get
past the group stages of, one
where he had paid the heaviest
price. The mystery wasn't
working, and he was the first
casualty. Threats flooded his
social media. His place in In-
dian cricket felt suddenly, ter-
rifyingly uncertain. And it was
in that moment, in that city,
that he called his mentor AC
Pratheepan and dropped aline
that would change his career.

"Anna, I'm gonna let go of
my stock delivery and move
from side spin to over spin."

"The 2021 World Cupwashis
first big tournament aside from
theIPL. There wasalot of expec-
tation on him, which wasn't ful-
filled. He was left out after just
one game, and the threats on-

Tosuddenly be

intheIndian
team, doing yo-yo
tests, standing next
to Virat Kohli and
Hardik Pandya —
that's probably the
most intimidating
thing he faced.

AKKIL SRINAATH,
ON WHY VARUN HAD TO WORK ON
HIS FITNESS

line were intense," Pratheepan
recalls. "In those circumstances,
he walked up to me and said he
wanted to change everything
thatmade him. Hehad got there
because of his stock delivery —
the carrom ball. Tolet go of that
isn't easy. But he chose to be
brave at his lowest point. You
need b***stodo that."

Moving to over spin
opened new dimensions. The
ball now hits the top half of the
bat more consistently, deny-
ing batsmen the sweet spot,
and the extra bounce has
made him significantly harder
to read. "I remember him tell-
ing me, 'Anna, if I get this ball
sorted, I'll be the best bowler,"
Pratheepan says. "And he has
just walked the talk."

Their conversations these
days have a different quality.
"Initially, it would take a lot of
time for us to agree on whether
something would work. Now
that time has reduced dramati-
cally — we understand the
limitations clearly. We mostly
talk about the mental sideand
making sure he is at peace,"
Pratheepan says.

The bowling reinvention,
though, was only halfthe story.
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Varun Chakaravarthy will get animmediate opportunity to bounce back from the South Africa match
on Thursday. (Right) The spinner implemented a fitness plan with friend Akkil Srinaath. pti/iNsTAGRAM

Despite taking wickets consist-
ently in the IPL, the India call-
up kept being delayed by fit-
ness concerns. After a
standout IPL in 2024 still did-
n'tbring the national recall, his
friend AKkKkil Srinaath offered a
blunt assessment when they
met during the Tamil Nadu
Premier League.

"Without sugar-coating, I
told him, 'Machi, your fitness is
your weakness.' He had every-
thing else, but fitness was the
onlyreason he wasn'tinthe In-
dianteam. Hedidn'teven have
a personal coach for his train-
ing. That got him thinking,"
AKKil says. "After TNPL, we
started working together with
one clear target: the 2026 T20
World Cup."

Fitness programme

A rigorous 16-month pro-
gramme followed. The first two
months were dedicated en-

tirely to running, before nutri-
tion was addressed and weight-
loss work began in earnest.
Varun has since shed around
10 kilograms. The transforma-
tion in his fielding has been
equally striking — from a
player the team management
had to carefully hide in certain
positions, he became someone
who asked captain Suryaku-
mar Yadav if he could patrol
the long-on boundary.

"I don't blame him for not
having that fitness awareness
earlier — he wasn't a cricketer
who came through the system.
He was an architect. To
suddenly be in the Indian
team, doing yo-yo tests, stand-
ing next to Virat Kohli and
Hardik Pandya — that's pro-
bably the most intimidating
thing he faced," AKkKkil says. "His
bowling got him up the ladder
from TNPL to IPL to India. But
to succeed at this level, fitness

was non-negotiable."

Through all of it, the man
himself has remained un-
changed. When he is with Pra-
theepan, a good chunk of their
time goes into discussing the
movie scripts Varun has been
writing. Some days, he still puts
on his architect's hat and adds
colour to a house or two.

And when he needed abats-
man to practice a new delivery
recently, he didn't call a profes-
sional. He called someone from
his local cricket days.

"He told me, 'if this fellow
struggles to pick me, then no-
body can," Pratheepan says.
"That tells me he is the same
Varun I met years ago."

On Thursday, with India's
World Cup hopes on the line
and a home crowd willing him
on, that Varun — the one who
scrapped everything and
started again — is exactly who
they'll need.

T20 freelancer Raza inspires Zimbabwe out of doldrums

I-_._

Namit Kumar
New Delhi, February 24

IN MAY last year, Sikandar
Raza knew the right way to lift
himself after Zimbabwe’s in-
nings defeat in a one-off Test
against England in Notting-
ham. A week prior, he had
flown from England to Rawal-
pindi to aid Lahore Qalandars,
the franchise he playsforinthe
Pakistan Super League (PSL), to
the knockouts and returned in
time for the Test. This time, the
39-year-old all-rounder took
advantage of the early loss to
make it back in time for the
final.

He found a car ride to Bir-
mingham, hopped on multiple
flights to and from Dubai and
Abu Dhabi, and landed in La-
hore. He was on his way from
the airport to the stadium when
he was announced in the play-
ing XTI atthetoss. Lahore ended

up winning a tense final with
Raza taking them home in the
200+ run-chase with two sixes
and two fours at the death, one
each in the final over to seal a
sensational finish.

For most, Raza’s 24-hour
globetrottingjourney was sym-
bolic of the idiosyncrasies of
modern-day cricket. That he
swapped formats and juggled
allegiances on a whim, while
getting hissleepin airportsand
flights, was proof of the mis-
managed chaos of the bloated
calendar. But for Raza, the
lightning rod who has spear-
headed Zimbabwe’s return to
the big league at the ongoing
T20 World Cup, thejourney was
symbolic of the life of a cricket
tragic who had to forge his com-
petitive spirit and fine-tune his
skills while balancing multiple
obligations.

In Chennai on Thursday,
Zimbabwe could seal a historic

Sikandar Raza has the
opportunity to knock India out
of ahome T20 World Cup. r1i

victory over India that could
ensure the ouster of the hosts
and overwhelming pre-tourna-
ment favourites. It would be a

massive statement, not that
they need to make any more.
Their victory over Australia had
turned plenty of heads before
they beat Sri Lanka, on their
turf to top the group, to prove
that they are no one-hit
wonders. Ithasalready been an
inspired campaign, one that
has Raza’s fingerprints all over
it: as leader, tactician, spokes-
man, aswell asthe No.1-ranked
all-rounder in the world.

Everywhere at once

His multi-faceted skillset
screams modern T20. A
middle-order batter known to
hit big sixes, he could initially
bowl a few overs of off-spin.
He developed himself into a
bit of a mystery spinner with
varying lengths and speeds
while also concealing his
finger-spin till the last minute.
The evolution is thanks to an
accumulation of more than a

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

decade of experience.

In cricket-cynic parlance,
Raza is what you would call a
‘T20 freelancer’: those players
that rove around the world
playing in different franchise
leagues. He has plied his trade
in leagues in as many as 12
countriesincludingayear-long
stint in the IPL with Punjab
Kings in 2023.

Perhapsitis hisbackground
that explains his comfort with
being everywhere all at once.
Born in Sialkot to Punjabi-
speaking parents, an education
in IT took him to university in
Glasgow and club cricketinthe
UK. He followed his parents to
Zimbabwe; the multicultural
upbringing may excuse the
Sangakkara-esque British liltin
hisaccent. It wasin Harare that
a franchisee, Mashonaland
Eagles, gave him his start, afew
years prior to his first cap with
the Chevrons, that's what Zim-

babwe are called.

And for him, international
cricketisthebigtime. Harkback
to Raza’s insistence to be with
the national team even as La-
horewentintothebusinessend
of the PSLand anidea about his
priorities emerges. Listen to his
impassioned takes about Zim-
babwe’s return to the elite fold
duringthe ongoing tournament
and it becomes clear.

There is talk around this
World Cup being the first to
feature, and be dominated by,
the T20 babies. These are the
youngsters that have grown up
on the shortest format. At 39,
Razais perhaps among the T20
graduates, not unlike Shimron
Hetmyer or Rashid Khan.
These are the wily veterans
who craftily moulded them-
selves to suit this format’s
needs. He’s lifting his team,
and re-lifting a cricketing na-
tion, by doing so.

New Delhi

Angst, energy and
supla; India mean
business at Chepauk
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Ishan Kishan and Sanju Samson at practice in Chennai. p1i

Sandip G
Chennai, February 24

THREE MINIATURE pop-up
nets were mounted parallel to
each other. Two had a set of
portable plastic stumps apiece;
a size four football was placed
beneath the third. India’s crick-
eters, in a straight column,
stood crouched. One of the
support staff would throw
them the ball from a sideways
angle. Each time, they had to
aim at a different net and hit
the object. Hitting the plastic
stumps was straightforward,
but the football — which kept
shifting in the light breeze —
was not. It was the cricketing
equivalent of hitting a moving
targetin archery. Shivam Dube
completed the treble first, a
feat his teammates celebrated
by piling over him.

Their screams and shrieks
sliced the balmy air, the sea
breeze ferrying them to Walla-
jah Road and beyond. In the
first practice session after the
shuddering defeat in Ahme-
dabad, India were louder than
usual.

A few fans lingered on the
pavement outside the gate,
peeping through asquare crack
to see if anyone was training at
the Muthu Nets. They chanted
names into the silence as the
team largely confined them-
selves to the makeshift nets in
the main ground. The defeat
had not doused their passion —
ifanything, it had only intensi-
fied the hunger for acomeback.

Stoicface

The fielding session was in-
tense, elaborate, and percep-
tibly fun. The plastic stumps
bore the brunt of their throws
— flat, powerful, the defeat’s
frustration channelled into
every release. Informal
laughter and chatter pierced
the arena, like the eve of a
wedding. At least outwardly,
they wore a stoic face ahead of
their must-win game against
Zimbabwe. To bounce back
and resurrect their campaign
is the sternest test Suryaku-
mar Yadav’s men have faced in
recent memory.

Aggression carried into the
nets. Tilak Varma — his strike
rate in the tournament a tepid
118.88 — showed that his big
strokes had not rusted. He un-
leashed a brace of fearsome
slog sweeps and then sashayed
down the surface and lifted
Washington Sundar over his

head with a languid extension
ofhisarms. Circumstances had
forced a wary approach in the
tournament and the criticisms
had been mounting, but here
he offered an unambiguous
glimpse of his true instincts.

Watching the fireworks, Su-
ryakumar couldn’t resist.
When his turn came, he got off
the mark with a fiercely
whipped flick that cleared a
long boundary from where he
stood. He urged Axar Patel to
target his pads — and then
worked through his full reper-
toire: the paddle sweep, the or-
thodox sweep, the slog sweep
kissing the night sky. The supla
arrived on cue.

Abhishek update

The pair fed entirely on
spinners. Varun Chakravarthy
repeatedly bowled his leg-
breaks — he had rediscovered
thedropthathad eluded himin
Ahmedabad. Kuldeep Yadav,
whose lone appearance in the
tournament came against Pak-
istan, had along haul. So did
Abhishek Sharma, who—ashe
had done the day before the
South Africa game — Kkept
trundling his left-arm spin
rather than batting. Towards
the end, more than two hours
in, Abhishek finally came to
bat. He didn’t go full blast, but
interspersed the high notes
with slow riffs — before pro-
ducing one moment for the
night: a gorgeous pull.

The adjacent nets, on either
edge of the square and separ-
ated by the centre pitch, were
the pacers’ den. Gautam Gamb-
hir and Mornel Morkel circled
the area like real estate agents
beside a prime property. It was
faster and sharper in there. Mo-
hammed Siraj revved up his
pace and probed Sanju Samson
and Ishan Kishan with short
balls. Samson — potentially in
the equation for the Zimbabwe
game to restore the right-left
balance — later moved to the
Muthu Nets for throwdowns
from Ryan Ten Doeschate, put-
ting in extra time after the main
session wound down.

Everyone in the batting
lineup, except Rinku Singh,
had a hit. The mood through-
out was the same — intent, pur-
poseful, slightly feverish — as
balls flew across the ground
and shadows lengthened. The
thumping clatter of bat on ball
kept resonating, the wind
carrying it to Wallajah Road
and beyond.

* SUPER8GROUP1

|POS  TEAM

E West Indies 1 1
2 South Africa 1 1

'3 India 1 0

4 Zimbabwe 1 0

PLAYED | WON | LOST | N/R |NETRR | POINTS |

0 | 0 |+5350| 2
0 | 0 [+3800| 2
1 | 0 |-3800, O
1 | 0o |6350| 0

Hundred row: Moeen bats
for Pakistan players’ rights

Express News Service
New Delhi, February 24

FORMER ENGLAND interna-
tional Moeen Ali said that the
England and Wales Cricket
Board must protect the Pakis-
tani players’ rights to play the
Hundred, adding that players
will take appropriate actions if
the Pak cricketers are boycotted
by the Indian-owned fran-
chises of the league.

“Inthe UK, I'm not sure that
can happen - and I hope it
doesn’t happen. It just
shouldn’t happen, hopefully it
won’t happen. We just have to
wait and see if it does, but I
think it’'d be a massive shame,
and I'm sure the ECB will defi-
nitely keep an eye out,” Moeen
said to The Telegraph.

“There’ll be a group of
players that will speak up.

There’ll be things done about it.
Ithink players should speak up.
Anyone that has any sort of
concern for these kind of things
— it doesn’t matter if they have
Pakistani heritage — should
speak up. Obviously, the news
isvery new.

“So I've not really had a
chanceto speak to anyone, but
most of the players would be
onthe same page. It’d be really
interesting to see what
happens, because I genuinely
think other countries can do
what they want, obviously
we’re not in control of those
things, but in the UK, we have
a bit more say about these
things,” he added.

On Monday, Pakistan’s Sa-
hibzada Farhan had said that
the decision to play in the
hundred was not in their
hands.
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Athlete
banned for
evading
dope test

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, February 24

INDIAN LONG-DISTANCE
runner Pooja Aatmaram had
made a nervous dash away
from her Chaperone ahead of a
scheduled in-competition
dopetestlastyear, revealed the
Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU) as
it handed her a reduced three-
year ban for early admission of
guilt. The 30-year-old Pooja,
who mostly competes in the
5000m and 10,000m events,
had finished third in the Indian
Grand Prix 2 in 2024 while rep-
resenting Rajasthan, which re-
mains her most noteworthy
performance.

She was picked out for a
dope test after winning the In-
dian Oil WNC Navy Half Mara-
thon in Mumbai on November
23 last year.

“The Athlete was verbally
notified of her selection for
Testing immediately after she
had finished the Race by a Dop-
ing Control Officer (DCO)and a
Lead DCO. The Athlete failed to
sign the Doping Control Form
(DCF) at the time of notifica-
tion,” the AIU said in its de-
tailed judgement.

“Following the verbal notifi-
cation, the Athlete was accom-
panied by a Chaperone from
thefinish line heading towards
the Doping Control Station
(DCS). During this time the
Athlete ran away from the
Chaperone and into a crowd.

“The Chaperone tried to lo-
cate the Athlete and immedi-
ately reported that the Athlete
had run away and disappeared
into the crowd after verbal no-
tification of her selection for
Testing to the DCO, who subse-
quently informed the Race Di-
rector,” it added.

The Race Director then at-
tempted to contact here over
phone but the AIU said she did
not respond to any of those
calls.

“The Lead DCO also at-
tempted toreach the Athlete by
telephone, without success. No
Sample was ultimately col-
lected from the Athlete.”

Describing the chain of
events that led to her escape,
the AIU said the DCO and the
Chaperone described Pooja as
“exhausted and sweating” after
the race. She picked up a water
bottle from a stand near the fin-
ish line while being accompa-
nied by the Chaperone before
running away.

“The Athlete proceeded to-
wards the DCS with the Chap-
erone, who repeatedly checked
that she remained within their
sight due to the crowded condi-
tions.

“The Athlete appeared
nervous and looked around,”
the AIU report stated. “Before
reaching the DCS, the Athlete
ran away from the Chaperone
and in the opposite direction of
the DCS.”

Poojawas picked out
foradopetest after
winningthe Indian
Oil WNC Navy Half
Marathonin
Mumbaion
November 23 last
year

RANJITROPHY FINAL

Pundir, Hassan blunt Karnataka

as J&K startoff on the

After a string of stop-start outings,
two top-order batsmen grab the
spotlight by helping team post 284/2

Lalith Kalidas
Hubballi, February 24

SHUBHAM PUNDIR was 16
when he made his Ranji
Trophy debut in 2015. The
third-youngest ever to play for
J&K, he was soon cast out into
the wilderness for three years.
The stop-start nature has never
faded from the No.3 batter’s
profile, averaging 27 in his en-
tire career of 31 games.
Pundir’s top-order partner,
Yawer Hassan, earned his first
cap when India heavyweight
Rohit Sharma turned up for
what would eventually be his
last First-Class appearance last
year. Young Yawer, an elegant
right-handed openerin Rohit’s
ilk, didn't have anything to
write home about when a five-
wicket J&K coup over Mumbai
was set up by the bowlers. Has-
san’s snappy 20-odd knocks
did not weigh much but left
glimpses of a firm prospect.
Ear-picked from a talent
hunt program, the promise
failed to light up the score-
sheets, averaging 14 from as
many innings. All that would
change during a momentous
start to J&K’s maiden Ranji
Trophy final against the star-
studded Karnataka side in
Hubbali on Tuesday.
Repositioning the billing
from a battle between their
bowling and the hosts’ stacked
batting group, J&K’s young
ramparts stubbed Devdutt Pa-
dikkal’s bowlers in chunks on
the opening day. Chalking off
284 for two in 87 overs, Pundir
(115 batting) and Hassan (88)
shored up momentum to build
a hefty mound that could soon

match the Nruptanga hills in
the distance during round two
of this bout on Wednesday.
Bicep-flex from an ever-ready
Abdul Samad (52 batting)
meant the charge on a flatbed
wicket had begun late evening,

There were no unsettling
nerves, even for an inconsistent
top order. That much was clear
when Hassan earnestly
claimed that his team has
locked in on tripling the shares,
up to “650-700” in the forth-
coming sessions. “Banaane
padega,” he says, throwing a
reminder of what Karnataka’s
vaunted order could doon abe-
nign pitch.

With a winding track lead-
ingup to the Unkal railway sta-
tion on one side and an assem-
bly line of timber mills on the
other, the centre strip at the
KSCA ground in Rajnagar does
not belie its vicinity. Runs are
served on a belter far too often
here, even as 12 First-Class
games have been scattered
across alittle over 13 years.

The toss favoured the visit-
ing skipper, Paras Dogra, on a
sultry morning. Batting first
seemed like the only certainty,
and so Dogradid. The only real
blemish of a canter to the final
has been the inconsistent J&K
top-order. But by the time
Dogra arrived at the crease in
the afternoon and left the pitch
copping one too many body-
blows, Hassan and Pundir had
played defining knocks of their
careers thus far.

A fairly swelling crowd,
rooting for KL Rahul and the
big stars in Karnataka’s batting
group, were soon left muted by
their largely listless day in the

rightfoot
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Jammu and Kashmir’s Shubham Pundir is unbeaten on 117 from 221 deliveries against Karnataka. r1i

field. They will find their voice
when the hosts belt out Mayank
Agarwal, Devdutt Padikkal, KL
Rahul, Karun Nair and finally
breakout star Smaran R, who
averages 93.

Sound application

J&K’s match however,
began with Hassan’s sound ap-
plication - alien to his own rut
of noscores crossing 30 in eight
innings this season - nerfing a
probing new-ball burst from
Vidhyadhar Patil and V Vy-
sakh. On a slightly moist sur-
face that still assisted skiddy
bumpers, Hassan applied an
assortment of cuts. The dabs,
slices and punches with an
open bat-face made up for 68 of
his runs between cover and
third.

“There were chances that
the drives could clip the edge
off lengths on this pitch. And
my cutshotisalittle strong. So,
I backed it,” the young Hassan
from South Kashmir’s Bijibe-
hara told reporters at stumps.

While Hassan disarmed the

seamers with an offensive cut
catalogue, the left-handed Pun-
dir had quietly played himself
to a half-century jotted with
shots all around.

Starting off with a firm
sweep to the fine-leg fence off
veteran leggie Shreyas Gopal,
Pundir accounted for Prasidh
Krishna’s around the stumps
line with back-to-back biffs
down to the sight screen.

Even as the mercurial
Krishna found the shorter
length rewarding on a sapping
afternoon, nipping Hassan
with alifter that carried an edge
to the slips, Pundir doubled
down on the scoring. With an
expansive spread on both sides,
he offered tweakers Gopal and
Shikhar Shetty no room to
settle, seizing a steady diet of
runs that matched up to Has-
san’s cuts (68) before him.

Pundir still reserved the
best - a power-packed slog off
Shetty over mid-wicket - to
bring up his fourth century
with a maximum.

Karnataka’s only bright

spots during a grinding open-
ing were the spurts of hope en-
forced by Krishna’s lifter. Hav-
ing toppled both openers
across two sessions with his fa-

voured shorter lengths,
Krishnalanded a nasty blow on
Dogra’s collarbone.

The J&K captain appeared
the most iffy of the bats, open-
ing the scoring only off his 15th
delivery before being dropped
on 7 at gully. He eventually re-
tired after tea, landing another
hit from Vysakh on the web-
bing of his right palm before the
ball ricocheted off to the hel-
met.

Similar lines backfired
against a muscular Samad who
romped to a half-centuryin no
time. And with Dogra declared
fit to take the field again, J&K
have inserted doubts into the
minds of Padikkal’s one-di-
mensional bowling pack.
BRIEF SCORES: J&K 284 for
twoin 87 overs (Shubham
Pundir 115 batting, Yawer
Hassan 88; Prasidh Krishna
2/36) vs Karnataka.

India winless despite improved show against Spain

Scoreline

INDIA SPAIN
1 ' 1
'MSingh 19" |BFont 59" |

Mihir Vasavda
Mumbai, February 24

CRAIG FULTON began with a
caveat. “Performance first,” he
stressed when asked about In-
dia’s winless stretch in the Pro
League.

From his vantage point, the
2-2 draw against Australia rep-
resented tangible improve-
ment. The 1-1 result against
Spain on Tuesday fits the same
narrative: incremental gainsin
structure and control, even if
the results column still lacks a
win.

There were striking paral-
lels between the two contests.
Aswasthe case against Austra-
lia, India dictated long
stretches of the first three
quarters - looking composed
and purposeful, although they
weren’t as assertive against
Spain asthey were against Aus-
tralia.

But the final quarter proved

India’sundoingonce again. On
Sunday, a hard-earned two-
goal cushion evaporated in the
last 15 minutes. Against Spain,
they battled to protect a1-0
lead, only to concede the equal-
iser with a minute left. It might
have been worse: three penalty
corners were conceded in the
final 13 seconds, and only a her-
oic SurajKarkera save from the
last action of the game, at the
buzzer, spared them a damag-
ing, heartbreaking defeat.
However, India could not
pocket the bonus point as they
lost 4-3 in the shoot-outs.

There was, however, a lot
that India did right.

Better defence

The defence, for a start,
was a lot better; better even
than the Australia game. Spain
were better off the blocks; they
knocked the ball around,
showed a lot of patience and
tried todragIndian defenders,
who sat deep, out of their posi-
tions.

But the four at the back
maintained their structure and
foiled Spain’s repeated at-
temptstoraid India’s ‘D’ When
the Spanish forwards - led by

India are yet toregister awinin
the FIH Pro League but their
matches against Australiaand
Spain had upsides. HoCKEY INDIA

the trio of José Basterra, Pepe
Cunill and Bruno Font - slipped
inbehind the Indian defenders,
the goalkeepers stood firm. Mo-
hith HS enhanced his growing
reputation with a strong dis-
play under the bar. After a few
tough outings, Karkera pro-

duced some critical saves, in-
cludingone atthe very end that
will boost his morale.

The defenders looked as-
sured and strong on the ball,
which helped India stay in the
contest longer. A functional
defence is critical for Fulton’s
India, asit forms the base of his
playing philosophy. It also
allowed Hardik Singh to adopt
a more attacking role, and it
was a smart interception by
the captain that led to India’s
first goal.

Hardik won the ball around
23 yards from the Spanish de-
fence and rolled it forward to
Maninder Singh at the top of
the ‘D’. Maninder, playing only
his eighth match for India, re-
ceived it on thereverse, guided
it into space and unleashed a
fierce tomahawk. Spain goal-
keeper Luis Caldozo shifted to
his right to cover the near post,
but Maninder found the far
corner to score his second inter-
national goal. It was the kind of
attacking play that had been
missing from India’s game over
the last two weeks.

Midfield concern

The midfield, however, re-

mains a major concern for
India. Once again, they were
second-best in the middle of
the park, repeatedly losing con-
trol. Fulton highlighted the
issue at half-time, admitting his
teamwas giving away theball ‘a
bittoo much.” “If we keep giving
them gifts, it’ll come back and
hurt us,” he warned.

Hiswords proved prophetic.

India began the fourth
quarter nervously. Karkera
nearly fumbled a routine save
immediately after the restart.
Jugraj Singh then committed a
clumsy foul inside the ‘D’, con-
ceding a penalty corner that
struck the woodwork.

Mandeep Singh thought he
had doubled India’s lead, but
his goal was ruled out for a foul
inthebuild-up. AsSpain raised
the tempo, India seemed con-
tent to retreat deep into their
halfand protect the slender ad-
vantage. They paid the price
with aminute left, conceding a
soft goal. Font collected a pass
in stride and fired from just in-
side the box at a difficult angle
- his shot skidding across the
face of goal, beyond an out-
stretched Karkera, and intothe
far corner.

Australia extend
winning streak at
India’s expense

Beth Mooney’s 76 was the platform for Australia’s successful chase
against Indiain the first ODI in Brisbane. REUTERS/FILE

Vinayakk Mohanarangan
New Delhi, February 24

“HAPPY DAYS,” said Alyssa
Healy at the toss, and she
meant every word. When Har-
manpreet Kaur — chuckling at
her own unbroken run of luck
with the coin — called it right
and opted to bat first, Austra-
lia's captain barely concealed
her delight.

At Allan Border Field, a
ground they know intimately
and have never lost at in
women's ODIs, Healy’s side
wanted to bowl first anyway.
They made full use of it.

By the time the winning
runs were hit, Australiahad ex-
tended their record at the Bris-
bane venue to 21-0, overhauling
India's 214 with six wickets and
70 balls to spare. It was a con-
trolled, clinical performance —
from the first over to the last —
that served asasharp reminder
that, whatever India’s T20I
serieswin a few days ago might
have suggested, Australia re-
main the benchmark in
women’s ODIs at home.

“We weren’t too unhappy
when they won the toss and
opted to bat first. It does a little
bit here,” said Beth Mooney, the
player of the match after a
classy 76. Smriti Mandhana,
who stood in for an injured Har-
manpreet in the field during
the second half, was candid in
agreement. “The wicket didn't
play like we thought it would,”
she said.

India’s innings never truly
recovered from its opening
overs. Afit-again Pratika Rawal
had won her place back at the
top alongside Mandhana, with
Shafali Verma dropping to No.
3—butboth fell cheaply to give
Australia early control. Pratika
was pinned in her crease by
Megan Schutt’s signature in-
dipper, the pacer herself a late
addition to Australia’s squad
after injuries to Kim Garth and
Ellyse Perry. Shafali, in an un-
familiar position and still
searching for timing, offered a
return catch to Darcie Brown
offaleadingedge. At25/2inthe
eighth over, India’s plans were
already unravelling.

Mandhana rode her luck
early — a flurry of outside edges
somehow bisecting the slip cor-
don — but gradually found her
footing, becoming the only In-
dian top-order batter to read
the extra bounce and consist-
ently access the square bound-
aries.

A promising partnership
with Harmanpreet offered a
brief period of relief, but it
ended in the 24th over when
Mandhana top-edged a Tahlia
McGrath cuttertodeep fineleg.
Jemimah Rodrigues had al-
ready gone to a lifting delivery

Bythetimethe
winning runs were
hit, Australia had

extended their

record atthe
Brisbanevenueto
21-0

from Ash Gardner, and Deepti
Sharma followed shortly after,
undone by Alana King —
whose figures of 1/43 flatly
failed to reflect how well she
controlled the middle overs,
ripping her stock legspinner
with consistent menace. Richa
Ghosh, having flirted with the
cut shot one too many times,
was eventually taken at point
off Sophie Molineux.

The brightest passage of In-
dia’s batting came from Kash-
vee Gautam, back in the side
after aspell away, whoused the
sweep to telling effect against
the Australian spinners, strik-
ing three sixes and three fours
in a stroke-filled 43. At the other
end, Harmanpreet ground out
a patient half-century — 36
singles and 39 dots in that
knock told their own story —
before falling the moment she
tried to shift gears at the death.
When Kashvee was run out
with nine deliveries still re-
maining, India's total looked
well below par.

Anxious passage

Australia's chase had one
anxious passage: Sree Charani
removed Phoebe Litchfield and
Georgia Voll off consecutive de-
liveries just after the ten-over
mark, and suddenly the game
had some tension.

Then Mooney walked out to
face the hat-trick ball, and that
was largely that. She was auth-
oritative from the start —using
her feet to drive down the
ground, rocking back for cuts,
picking up anything short with
ease.

Healy, meanwhile, com-
piled one of her more measured
half-centuries, content to let
her partner set the tempo. To-
gether, they drained whatever
hope India had carried into the
evening. It was, as Healy had
wanted, the perfect counter-
punch — and a pointed one at
that. The T20I series result
made for a lively storyline
coming in, but Australia
answered the only way that
matters: on the field, at a
ground where they simply do
not lose.

BRIEF SCORES:India214 all
outin48.3 (Smriti Mandhana
58, Harmanpreet Kaur 53;
Ashleigh Gardner 3/33) lost
to Australia217/4in 38.2 ovs
(Beth Mooney 76, Alyssa
Healy 50; Shree Charani2/41).

o IN SEARCH OF NEXT BIG STAR

Sidek, coach who made Chong Wei, ‘excited’ to produce his fourth No.l —in India

Shivani Naik
Mumbai, February 25

A GOOD 20 years after Malay-
sian badminton icon Datuk
Misbun Sidek produced his
third World No. 1in Lee Chong
Wei in 2006, the renowned
coach is stationed at Thiru-
thangal’s Hatsun Badminton
Academy. The spry coach, a
grandfather now, still lands on
the court at 5 a.m. daily, and in
his first week at the academy’s
courts in Virudhunagar dis-
trict, was the last man standing
after introducingthe traineesto
a basic fitness module — leav-
ing them breathless and pant-
ing, but acutely aware of the
tough regimen he brings.
“Indians have excellent
skillsand in the early rounds of
top tournaments it’s fine. But
canthey maintain fitnesslevels
on the seventh day of the tour-
nament whenit’ll be the finals?

I'm going to push them hard to
ensure they can handle the in-
tensity,” he declares.

The sport has changed since
Misbun trained brothers Ra-
shid Sidek (1997) and Roslin
Hashim (2001) to their respect-
ive World No. 1 climbs.

At Hatsun, he trains India’s
reigning national champion
Rithvik Sanjeevi Satish Kumar,
hopingtolevel up his fitness for
when he lands at the top tier of
the international circuit. Mis-
bun’s training focuses on high-
intensity drills with fewer gaps
— the same method that put to-
gether Lee Chong Wei’s explos-
ive game.

“Iam excited to produce my
fourth World No.1—in India,”
he says.

Hatsun chief R. Chandra-
mogan, who had earlier invited
Rudi Hartono forashortstintat
his picturesque academy, had
been keen to bring in Misbun

Coach Misbun Sidek (R) at the Hatsun Badminton Academy.

Sidek for some time. It lit a
flame within Misbun to renew
his ambition, though it took
some persuading. “Coach
Rajnikant was very deter-

mined, and I had never
coached outside Malaysia. But
I really liked the academy and
theirvision after I visited just to
try it out. The infrastructure is

impressive — courts, swim-
ming pool, gym, all on one
campus. [ hadn’t envisioned
such an academy in India, and
IknewIcould startagaintofind
my next No. 1,” says the 66-
year-old.

His mop of recognisable
curls is trimmed, but the eyes
are alight with excitement.
“The badminton style, educa-
tion, coachingstaysthe sameas
Malaysia. But these are two dif-
ferentbadminton cultures,” he
explains. It started with him
needing to communicate con-
stantly in English, but another
facet surprised him: Indians of
stronger build.

Strong physiques

“Those days too, Indians
had very good technique. But
this time I saw they have strong
physiques. We need towork on
speed and power. Indians are
very humble and listen to

coaches.I have started them on
modules that will add to their
skill,” he says.

Misbun reckons new-age
badminton — even in the 15-
point format — puts a lot of
store on speed, power, and
minimising mistakes, all turbo-
charged, while learning to
monopolise the shuttle.
“Whoever can hold fitness will
win. And I have to make them
understand and accept this, be-
cause Indians canlagbehindin
this. I know the regimen is
tough but only if their fitness
and tactical levels go up can
they get mentally stronger,” he
stresses.

He considers Rithvika good
aggressive player — hardwork-
ing and explosive.

“Iwill give my heart to train-
ing them and raising their con-
fidence. But to maintain con-
sistency, workouts need to be
intense. To make young players

trust this is not easy. To cover
the whole court and keep up
with the Chinese and Indone-
sians, he needs to be deter-
mined and accept the difficult
path,” says Misbun, a double
bronze World Championships
medallist.

The Sidek brothers were
hugely entertaining for their
flair, their personalities, and the
way they innovated their
serves. “It’s the starting point
— and the most important
thing is to learn to manipulate
the game,” he says, smiling as
he adds hewill part with hisbag
of tricks as his Indian wards
raise their fitness.

Misbun recalls playing
alongside Prakash Padukone,
Sanjay Sharma, Partho
Ganguly, the late Syed Modi,
and Vimal Kumar. “That was a
totally different time, the rally
scoring era. But we always ex-
pected top skill from Indians.

Now we see powerful smashes
— Satwik-Chirag are wonder-
ful. Gopichand, Prannoy, Lak-
shya, all play the big power
game. But to get more explos-
ive, the new generation of In-
dians will need inputs from
outside, which I intend to pro-
vide at Hatsun,” he says.

It’s a tough time to be away
from home, in the month of
Ramadan.

“'m not fussy about
weather or food. Besides, I1ove
tosai — and I can ask for any-
thingand I'll get it here, homely
food with chapati and rice,” he
says. The chefs at the cafeteria
even surprised him with nasi
goreng, complete with tem-
pered tamarind. Misbun
Sidek’s badminton appetite,
though, will only be satiated
when he finds his fourth World
No. 1 material — right around
the firecracker capital of India,
Sivakasi.
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